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COMMISSION 



INQUIRING INTO THE PROPRIETY OP MAINTAINING OR 
ABOLISHING CERTAIN TURNPIKE ROADS IN 
THE VICINITY OP DUBLIN. 



Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom 
ot Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the 
Faith, to Our trusty and well beloved Abraham Hayward 
Esquire, one of Our Counsel learned in the Law, and 
Our trusty and well beloved Henry Drury Harness 
Esquire, a Commissioner of Public Works in that part 
of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
called Ireland, greeting. 

Whereas We hare thought it expedient that a Com- 
mission should issue forthwith for the purpose of Inquir- 
mg and Reporting on the propriety of maintaining or 
abolishing certain Turnpike Roads in the vicinity of 
Dublin, namely — ' 

The Dublin, Malahide, Howth, and Clontarf. 

The Dublin and Dunleer. " 

The Dublin and Knocksedan. 

The Dublin and Ashbourne to Slane and Droo-heda 

The Ratoath. 8 

The Dublin and Navan. 

The Dublin and Mullingar, and the Road branchino- 
from the same by Kinnegad and Athlone. 

The Dublin and Carlow. 

Now know ye that We, reposing great trust and con- 
fidence m your zeal and ability, have authorized and 
appointed, and do by these presents authorize and ap- 
point you the said Abraham Hayward and Henry Drury 
Harness to be Our Commissioners for the purpose afore- 
said, and Our Will and Pleasure is that you should take 
into your consideration, Firstly, the present condition of 
each of the Said Roads ; Secondly, the Receipts and . 
Expenditure, and the state of their accounts ; Thirdly, 
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4 Dublin Turnpike Inquiry Commission. 

the amount of Debts and Charges upon each Trust, the 
amount and the original value and the market value in 
each of the last ten years of the Debentures, the number 
of Debenture-holders, the mode of paying off those De- 
bentures which appears to you most equitable, and the 
proportion thereof which should be charged to the re- 
spective Counties or Baronies concerned, and generally 
to consider all matters relating to each of the said Trusts. 
And that after a careful Inquiry you should Report to 
us in writing, under your Hands and Seals, your several 
proceedings by virtue of this Our Commission, together 
with your opinions as to the propriety or otherwise of 
maintaining or abolishing all or any of such Turnpike 
Trusts or Roads, or any parts thereof, and whether it 
may not be possible, under a different system, to main- 
tain the said Roads in better condition and to the greater 
convenience of the Public. And We do hereby authorize 
and empower you Our said Commissioners to obtain in- 
formation thereupon by the examination of all persons 
most competent by reason of their situation, knowledge, 
and experience, to afford it ; and also, by calling for all 
documents, papers, and records which may appear to 
you calculated to assist your researches, and to promote 
the formation of a sound judgment on the subject. And 
We do also hereby give and grant uuto you full power 
and authority, when the same shall appear to be requisite, 
to administer an Oath or Oaths to any Person or Per- 
sons whatsoever to be examined before, you touching or 
concerning the premises. And W e Will and Command 
that this Our Commission shall continue . in full force 
and virtue, and that you Our said Commissioners may 
from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and 
of every matter and thing therein contained, although 
the same be not continued from time to time by adjourn- 
ment. t 

And We hereby Command all and singular Our J us- 
tices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, 
Officers, Ministers, and all other Our loving subjects 
whatsoever, as well within liberties as without, that they 
be assistant to you and each of you in the execution ot 
these presents. 

In Witness, &c. 

Dated 13th June, 1854. 
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DUBLIN TUBNPIKE INQUIRY. 



REPORT OF A. HAYWARD, Esq., Q.C. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

' Whereas, on or about the Seventeenth day of June 
last Letters Patent, with the Great Seal thereunto 
attached, were issued and addressed to Abraham Hay- 
ward, Esquire, one of your Majesty’s Counsel learned 
in the Law, and Henry Drury Harness, Esquire, a Com- 
missioner of Public Works in Ireland, whereby, after 
reciting that your Majesty had thought it expedient that 
a Commission should issue forthwith, for the purpose of 
inquiring and reporting on the propriety of maintaining 
or abolishing certain turnpike roads in the vicinity of 
Dublin, namely, the Dublin, Malahide, Howth, and Clon- 
tarf; the Dublin and Dunleer; the Dublin and Knock- 
sedan ; the Dublin, by Ashbourne, to Slane and Drogh- 
eda ; the Ratoath ; the Dublin and Navan ; the Dublin 
and Mullingar, and the road branching from the same by 
Kmnegad and Athlone ; and the Dublin and Carlow;— 
your Majesty authorized and appointed the said Abra- 
ham Hayward and Henry Drury Harness to be your 
Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, and did thereby 
declare your Majesty’s will and pleasure to be that they 
should take into their consideration— firstly, the present 
condition of each of the said roads ; secondly, the receipts 
and expenditure, and the state of their accounts ; thirdly, 
the amount of debts and charges upon each trust, the 
amount and the original value, and the market value, in 
each of the last ten years, of the debentures, the number 
of debenture-holders, the mode of paying off those de- 
bentuies which should appear to the said Commissioners 
most equitable, and the proportion thereof which should 
be charged to the respective counties or baronies con- 
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6 Dublin Turnpike Inquiry. 

cerned, and generally to consider all matters relating to 
each of the said trusts ; and that alter a careful inquiry 
they should report to your Majesty, in writing, under 
their hands and seals, their several proceedings by virtue 
of the said Commission, together with their opinions as 
to the propriety or otherwise of maintaining or abolishing 
all or any of such turnpike trusts or roads, or any parts 
thereof; and whether it might not be possible, under a 
different system, to maintain the said roads in better 
condition, and to the greater convenience of the public ; 
and did thereby authorize and empower the said Com- 
missioners to obtain information thereupon, by examina- 
tion of all persons most competent by reason of their 
situation, knowledge, or experience, to afford it ; and also 
by calling for all documents, papers, and records which 
might appear to them calculated to assist their researches 
and to promote the formation of a sound judgment on 
the subject; and did thereby give and grant unto them 
full power and authority, when the same should appear 
requisite, to administer an oath or oaths to any person 
or persons whatsoever, to be examined before them 
touching or concerning the premises. The said Com- 
missioners having duly taken upon themselves the duties 
of the said Commission, and fulfilled the same to the best 
of their ability, but not having been able to arrive at the 
same conclusion touching sundry subjects of the said 
inquiry, it has been deemed most expedient that each 
should report his individual opinion thereupon ; and I, 
the undersigned Abraham Hayward, the first-named 
Commissioner, do accordingly most humbly report as 
follows, touching the proceedings under the said Com- 
mission, and the several topics and questions above enu- 
merated, that is to say : — 

After giving due notice, as well by public advertise- 
ment as by letters addressed to the Secretary or Trea- 
surer of each of the roads or trusts mentioned in the 
Commission, we, the said Commissioners, held daily 
meetings (Sundays excepted), at the Board of W orks, 
from the Thirtieth of June last to the Fifth day of 
August last, both inclusive, at which all parties interested 
were requested to attend ; and we sent notice by letter 
(post free) to all the holders of debentures whose 
addresses we could ascertain. 

The propriety of maintaining or abolishing the turn- 
pike roads in question had been for some time before 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



7 



Report of the Commissioners. 

the issuing of the Commission a matter of general in- 
terest and public discussion in Dublin and the vicinity ; 
and in October, 1 853, a Committee had been formed for 
the purpose of procuring the abolition of the tolls. Mr. 
Hudson, an Alderman of Dublin, the Solicitor to this 
Committee, stated, at our preliminary meeting, that it 
comprised from 180 to 190 persons interested in such abo- 
lition, including many Deputy-Lieutenants and County 
Magistrates, and that it had been in correspondence and 
communication with the Government, by which it had been 
officially recognized. He added, that its members had col- 
lected a great quantity of statistical and other informa- 
tion bearing upon the proposed topics of consideration, 
which they were anxious to lay before us ; and he made 
a formal application that they might be permitted to 
appear by Counsel, and to produce evidence in support 
of their views, as well as to have an opportunity of ex- 
amining and sifting such other evidence as might be 
given in the course of the inquiry. 

Similar applications were subsequently made on behalf 
of the Mullingar Turnpike Abolition Committee, which 
represented a large amount of property and respecta- 
bility; as well as on the behalf of the Dublin, Malahide, 
and Howth Trust ; and of two holders of debentures to 
a considerable amount on the Dunleer Trust. 

W e acceded to each of these applications, and we re- 
ceived very valuable assistance from the professional gen- 
tlemen engaged, particularly from those Avho appeared 
on behalf of the first-named Committee. 

This Committee was represented by Mr. Hayes, q.c., 
and Mr. Donohue, as their Counsel, and by Mr. Hudson as 
their Solicitor ; the Mullingar Committee was represented 
by Mr. Fitzgibbon, q.c.; the Dublin, Howth, and Mala- 
hide Trust, by Mr. Ball, q.c.; and the Dunleer Debenture- 
holders appeared by Mr. Hamilton Smythe, q.c. 

We were duly attended by the Treasurer, Secretary, 
or Manager of each of the above-mentioned roads, and 
we carefully inspected the several Acts of Parliament 
relating to them, as well as the accounts, minute books, 
and other documentary evidence produced. We also sum- 
moned and examined upon oath several persons who were 
deemed qualified to give useful evidence ; and there is no 
reason to believe that any necessary information has 
escaped notice or been intentionally withheld. 

The chief objection to the turnpike system, as it pre- 
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vails in the vicinity of Dublin, may be comprised under 
the three following heads : — 

1. Its vexatiousness, inequality, and consequent 
injustice. 

2. The irresponsibility of its administrators, and its 
consequent liability to abuse. 

3. Its expensiveness and comparative inefficiency 
as regards the condition of the roads. 

1. The vexatiousness of a turnpike toll js confessedly 
out of all proportion to its amount. It is a matter of 
every-day observation that people will go a long way 
round to avoid paying the smallest sum ; and the proxi- 
mity of a turnpike gate, which there are no means of 
avoiding, is an obvious cause of depreciation to property, 
especially when it intervenes between a residence and 
the occupier’s daily place of resort, or between his mar- 
ket and his farm. ' The vexatiousness of turnpike tolls is 
greatly aggravated by their uncertainty and varying cha- 
racter; and as regards Dublin and the surrounding coun- 
try, there is an especial and additional ground for the 
complaint of inequality and injustice. The districts south, 
or south-east, of the Liffey, are (with a single exception) 
free from tolls ; and a large body of evidence was adduced 
with the view of proving that the comparative decline 
of the northern districts in point of wealth and popula- 
tion of late years has been mainly, if not exclusively, 
owing to the turnpike system. After making full allow- 
ance for the operation of other causes, there can be no 
doubt that building speculations have been checked, and 
the progress of improvement materially retarded, in these 
districts by turnpike tolls ; to prove which it is sufficient 
to refer to the evidence of Mr. Vernon, of Clontarf Castle, 
Mr. Gresham, of Raheny Park, Sir John Kingsmill, Mr. 
Ninian Nevin, and Mr. Alexander Norman, the agent 
of the Lord Mountjoy estate. 

The depreciation of agricultural property in the north- 
ern suburbs from the same cause is amply established 
by the evidence of the Right Honourable Frederick Sha\y, 
the Recorder of Dublin, and of Captain Lindsay, a County 
Magistrate, whose family are large proprietors on both 
sides of the city. He stated that he could let dairy 
land on the south for one pound an acre more than land 
of the same quality on the north, solely, as he believed, 
by reason of the absence of tolls on the south. Another 
landowner and occupier (Mr. John Bingham), deposed 
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that the tolls on manure practically doubled the rent of 
the dairy land in his occupation ; and Mr. Sherrard, Sir 
Compton Domville’s agent, said that the tenants in taking 
the land always took the tolls into account. 

2. It is notorious that the trustees are practically 
irresponsible ; and the liability of the turnpike system to 
abuse may be inferred from the frequent neglect of the 
strict provisions of the Acts passed for its regulation, 
which have been rarely either accurately understood or 
regularly observed by the trustees or their officers. No 
sort of wilful malversation was proved to have resulted 
from this neglect, and the whole of these trusts, without 
exception, appear to have been managed with unimpeach- 
able integrity and conscientiousness. But a system which 
leaves so much to the unchecked discretion, and depends 
so much on the personal character, of its administrators, 
is obviously open to grave objections. At the same time, 
there seems nothing to prevent a body of turnpike trus- 
tees, with sufficient funds, from adopting and carrying 
out the best methods of road management, whilst the 
contrasted system of keeping up all public roads through 
the medium of Grand Jury presentments, is marked in 
practice by imperfections which legislation has hitherto 
failed to remove. The most material are stated or sug- 
gested in the evidence of Mr. Alexander Tate, one of the 
County Surveyors. Its essential superiority, however, 
consists in the greater impartiality with which the local 
burthen is distributed; for, under a partial system of 
turnpikes, an owner or occupier may be constantly found 
paying, in the shape of tolls, as much for the maintenance 
of a neighbouring road which he is obliged to use, as the 
whole amount of baronial cess levied on him for the main- 
tenance of roads which he has no occasion to use at all. 
Strong confirmatory proof of this class of grievance was 
afforded, by some owners and occupiers who, in defending 
the turnpike system on the ground that they should indi- 
vidually be losers by its abolition, conclusively established 
its inequality. This suggests an easy solution of the 
contradictory accounts given by the witnesses from dif- 
ferent districts, of the general state of feeling and opinion 
as to turnpikes, which are naturally denounced by those 
who suffer from them, and upheld by those whose cess 
is lightened, or supposed to be lightened, through their 
instrumentality. 

3. As to the comparative cost — the gate keeper’s salary, 

o 
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or lessee’s profit, is a large item that would be saved by 
the abolition of tolls; the rent, or cost (including repairs) 
of the toll-houses and gates, is another. There are forty- 
nine gates (including two side gates) on the nine roads 
comprised in our Commission. The collectors’ salaries 
fall little short of £2,000 a year ; and the rent or cost 
of the toll-houses and gates cannot be estimated at less 
than £200 a year more. Each trust has also its staff, 
consisting commonly of a treasurer, a secretary, and a 
surveyor or supervisor; two, and sometimes three, of 
whom receive salaries. The aggregate annual amount 
of tolls levied by these trusts is about £10,000. The 
costs of collection, therefore, amount to about twenty- 
five per cent. The baronial cess in the county of Dublin 
is collected for two and a-half per cent. 

The Select Committee of the House of Commons on 
Turnpike Roads in Ireland, 1832, thus allude in their 
report to the complaints of the southern districts round 
Dublin : — 

“ The roads issuing to the south-east of Dublin con- 
tinue free from turnpike toll. The inequality of taxation 
between the northern and southern districts of Dublin, 
for repair of roads, has become a subject of complaint, 
as contained in petitions referred to your Committee. 
It has been stated in evidence that, since the toll was 
imposed on building materials, the villages have rapidly 
decayed in the north of Dublin, whilst the spirit of im- 
provement has extended on the southern outlet.” 

After rejecting a proposal to raise the funds for the 
repair of roads by a house-tax, the select Committee 
suggest that — 

“ The establishment of turnpikes on the south of Dub- 
lin, under an improved management and moderate toll, 
and a total alteration in the provisions of the Acts, regu- 
lating the tolls, position of gates, and election of trustees, 
on the north of Dublin, would probably attain the object 
of the petitioners.” 

The main reason for this proposal was suggested by 
the Recorder of Dublin, who stated in the course of his 
evidence, that the roads were not managed in 1832 under 
the Grand' Jury system as they are at present. The 
roads so managed were then very bad; and the opinion 
was still prevalent, that the fairest mode of raising the 
funds required for the maintenance of roads was by turn- 
pike toll. But the railways, which have taken away 
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nearly all the cross and general (as contra-distinguished' 
from local) traffic, have greatly modified this opinion, 
insomuch as there is no longer the same ground for con- 
tending that the county and baronial roads are kept up* 
for strangers ; and an extended turnpike system, suffi- 
ciently comprehensive to be just, would be attended with 
great expense, and would be productive of an intolerable 
amount of inconvenience and vexation. The Irish Grand 
Jury system has been so much improved by the Acts 
passed for its regulation since 1832, that its results, prior 
to those Acts, have become comparatively immaterial for 
any purpose of comparison. 

Assuming, therefore, that the holders of debentures 
can be equitably compensated, and that the necessary 
expenses of maintaining the roads can be otherwise pro- 
vided for, the abolition of all turnpike tolls on all the 
roads included in our Commission, would be, in my 
opinion, both a just and a highly popular measure. 

The maintenance of public roads in Ireland, in default 
of _ turnpike tolls, is sufficiently provided for by the 
existing laws. This charge has, time immemorial, de- 
volved on the rate or cess payers of the districts in which 
the roads are respectively situate, although it may be 
difficult to specify the period when it first became to all 
practical purposes a recognized baronial impost. At 
present there is a difference between the law or prac- 
tice as it prevails in the County of Dublin, under the 6 
and 7 Vic., c. 106 (the County of Dublin Grand Jury 
Presentment Act), and as it prevails in the rest of Ire- 
land under the 6 and 7 Wm. IV. c. 116 (the General 
Grand Jury Act). The last-named Act; provides, in sub- 
stance, that the charge in question shall be a baronial 
charge, except (s. 50) in the case of roads “upon which 
Her Majesty’s mails are or shall be carried in mail car- 
riages,” when half the expense of widening, repairing* or 
otherwise improving them, is to be levied off the county 
or counties. It is further provided (s. 55) that the Grand 
J ury may present any new road to be laid out and com- 
pleted at the expense of the baronies, unless such road 
be intended for the use of mail carriages, in which case 
also half the cost is to be thrown upon the county. The 
County of Dublin Grand Jury Presentment Act (6 and 7 
Vic., c. 106) provides that the whole cost in either case 
shall be levied on the baronies, and contains no limitation 

o 2 
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or exception as to roads on which mails are or are to be 
carried. But both Acts provide that, as regards pre- 
sentments for lowering hills, filling up hollows, and build- 
ing or repairing bridges, witli the incidental charges for 
the completion of such works, the Grand J ury may direct 
the money to be raised either off the county or off the 
barony or baronies in which the samemay be locally situate. 

Mr. Fitzsimon, formerly member for the County of 
Dublin, Mr. Dixon, a magistrate of the county, and Mr. 
Alma, baronial cess collector, gave distinct evidence that 
practice and prescription concurred with the law to be 
collected from these Acts. They stated that the whole 
of the Dublin county roads Avhich are not turnpike 
are baronial, and that the northern baronies do not in 
any manner contribute to the support of any public road 
in the southern baronies, nor ever did. 

With regard to the discretionary power vested in the 
Dublin Grand Jury of levying the charges before men- 
tioned off the county at large or the baronies, the pre- 
sumption is that it would be exercised as much as possi- 
ble in accordance with the recognised practice of the 
county as to the general repairs of roads. 

In case the turnpikes should be abolished, therefore, 
nothing more will be necessary as regards the future 
maintenance of the roads than to provide that the powers 
and duties of the existing trusts shall not expire or be 
determined without giving time for the various arrange- 
ments required for the commencement of the new order 
of things. 

The equitable obligation to pay off the money due on 
debentures and other outstanding charges of a permanent 
character, seems to me to be necessarily determined by, 
and to follow in each instance, the legal and prescriptive 
obligation to maintain the road; because this money 
was raised to supply the neglect or default of the cess- 
payers, and because they will be gainers on the whole by 
having the roads thrown back upon their hands in a 
highly improved condition, although with a limited 
amount of debt. 

It is clear from the history and the recitals of the Acts 
for the constitution or continuation of these trusts, that 
(with rare exception) they were passed in consequence 
of the bad condition of the roads, and for the avowed 
purpose of relieving the counties or baronies from an 
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onerous burthen. The original lists of trustees almost 
invariably comprise all the leading proprietors of the 
respective districts ; and down to the present time the 
funds have remained under the virtual control of men 
of rank and property, whose interests must be regarded 
as identical with those of the other cesspayers of any 
given locality. The amount of money raised on the 
debentures, actually expended on the roads, and still un- 
paid to the bona fide holders of these securities (exclusive 
of arrears of interest), is at least three times as much as 
the aggregate amount of the debt now proposed to be 
imposed on the baronies or counties ; without reckoning 
the large sums which the Mullingar Trustees expended 
out of their surplus tolls in the permanent improvements 
on their road. 

The public roads on the south of Dublin which are 
maintained by the baronies, are as wide, as commodious, 
and as expensively constructed, as the turnpike roads on 
the north. The obvious inference is, that, if the turnpike 
trusts, on the north had never existed, the northern 
baronies would have acquiesced in a corresponding outlay. 

It has been a received maxim in road-making: since it 
was first laid down by Mr. M‘Adam, that the cheapest 
method in the long run is to begin by a sound, com- 
plete, and scientific formation, or. in the case of an old 
road, by a thorough and effective scheme of repair. To 
estimate the gain to the baronies by the temporary 
establishment of turnpikes, it is, therefore, simply neces- 
sary to compare the condition of the roads before the 
trusts took them in hand, with their present condition. 

To the best of my information, the debt in analogous 
cases has been always thrown on the locality in and for 
which it was incurred, unless circumstances were thought 
to require its adoption by the Government. 

.The turnpikes on the Dublin Circular Road were an 
injury to the county as well as to the city ; yet, when 
they were abolished by the Dublin Improvement Act in 
1851, the entire debt was thrown on the city, which is 
bound to keep the Circular Road in repair. 

The Dublin Wide-street Commission stood in nearly 
the same relation to the city in which a turnpike trust 
stands to a barony or county. It was invested by the 
Legislature with powers of acting independently of the 
ratepayers, and it had incurred a large debt (exceeding 
£30,000) without their assent ; yet, when the manage- 
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ment of their streets was restored to the citizens, they 
were burtliened. with this debt. 

The chief sufferers from the turnpikes in question, and 
the persons most eager for their abolition, are the owners 
and occupiers along the several lines of road, and the 
inhabitants of the suburban districts of the county. Not 
a single city ratepayer came forward to complain, in that 
capacity, of a specific or appreciable injury to property 
within the city boundary. 

The principle of local taxation implies an interchange 
of benefits between neighbouring districts ; and when 
the city ratepayers shall be enabled to use the baronial 
and county roads toll free, they will merely be placed on 
an equality with the baronial and county cesspayers, 
who enjoy the free and gratuitous use of the roads and 
streets of the city. It. appears to me, therefore, that 
there is no ground for throwing any part of the debt on 
the City of Dublin, or on the City and County of 
Drogheda, which, by a parity of reasoning, should be 
charged with a proportion of it, if every locality that 
may benefit, directly or indirectly, by the proposed 
abolition is to bear a part. 

It has not been found possible to obey strictly that 
requirement of the Commission which enjoins us to 
ascertain the original value, and the market value in 
each of the last ten years, of the debentures. The 
majority of them had never been offered for sale, and 
had always remained in the possession of the original 
grantees or their representatives. None of them appeared 
to have been ever quoted on the stock or share market ; 
and in the few instances in which they had changed 
hands for a pecuniary consideration, it was under circum- 
stances that afforded an imperfect key to their fair or 
market value. In this state of things there seems no 
alternative but to leave their value to be fixed by arbi- 
trators, (which was the course pursued in respect to the 
circular road debentures) ; to value them as annuities in 
perpetuity, or for a limited period, according tb the dura- 
tion of the respective trusts ; or to attach an arbitrary 
value to them after allowing in. each case for the nature 
of the security, the amount of tolls, the charges for re- 
pairs, the condition of the road, and the future prospects 
of the trust. They were thus valued by two members 
(Messrs. Boyle and Low) of a leading Dublin firm of 
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actuaries and notaries public, whose estimates will be 
found in the Appendix. But all the holders of debentures 
who appeared before us protested against this method of 
valuation, and insisted that, so long as they were content 
with their securities, and had no wish to dispose of them 
the market value (assuming that it could be correctly 
ascertained) formed no criterion of the value to the 
holders, nor of the amount of compensation which they 
should be compelled to take. They contended that they 
had advanced their money on the faith of Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and that it was so much capital invested in the 
roads for the benefit of those who were bound to defray 
the cost of maintaining them. 

Before saying more on this question of value, it seems 
best to describe in succession the history, financial pros- 
pects, and general condition of each individual road and 
trust named in the Commission. 

The Dublin, Malahide, Smith, and Clontarf Road. 

The Acts for the regulation of this trust are, 26 Geo 
III. c. 30; 28 Geo. III. c. 48; 29 Geo. III. c. 24; 31 Geo'. 
III. c. 50; 32 Geo. III. c. 50; 33 Geo. III. c. 26; 38 Geo. 
III. c. 41 (Irish Acts), and 56 Geo. III. c. 71. The first 
recites that the expense of amending the road from Dublin 
to Malahide had been paid for many years by the land- 
holders and inhabitants of the barony through which the 
said road had been made, which had been very burthen- 
some to them, and that several parts thereof were ruinous 
and bad. The road consists of three branches, and its ag- 
gregate extent is about eighteen miles. It is in excellent 
condition. The trustees have for many years placed it 
under the supervision of one of the county surveyors, 
and they have also taken steps for ensuring the employ- 
ment of the best workmen and materials. There was at 
one period a debt of £10,000 upon the road ; but the 
last instalment was paid off several years since, and the 
trustees have now a balance of £300 in the funds. 

The precise state of their accounts, including their 
receipts and expenditure since 1844, is fully set forth in 
the evidence of JVJ r. J ohn Barlow, and of their secretary, 
Mr. Bradley, and in documents included in the Appendix.' 
One item is open to remark, namely, a charge of £142 
for expenses in promoting the passing of a Bill for con- 
tinuing the Slane and Drogheda Turnpike Trust, in which 
the Howth and Malahide Trustees had no legal or direct 
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a. H ayward, interest; their avowed object being . to . save the.cess- 
Esq^q.c. p a y erg j n their own district from the liability to maintain 
the road in question. 

There are two gates belonging to this trust, both close 
to the city boundary. One of these is less than 100 
yards from the Dublin termination of the road; and our 
attention was called to 6 and 7 Victoria, c. 106, s. 116, 
which enacts that no toll shall be exacted on any road 
in the County of Dublin from any person who shall not 
have travelled 100 yards upon the road. One of these 
gates clears the other. 

Our attention was also called to the clause in the Act 
38 Geo. III. c. 41, enabling this trust to levy tolls, by 
which they were required to take certain specified tolls, 
no power of reduction being reserved. So soon as the 
debt was discharged, the tolls had been, in point of fact, 
reduced. The rate of original toll and the reductions 
are specified in a table appended to Mr. Barlow s 
evidence. 

This trust appeared by counsel and contended that, 
under their peculiar circumstances, they should be ex- 
cepted from any general scheme of abolition. They said 
that their district was isolated by its situation : that 
their road was unconnected with any important line of 
communication : that it was in good order, and had been 
very well managed : that they were free from debt, and 
that they ought not to be made liable as cesspayers for 
the debts or defaults of other trusts within their barony. 
Their claim, thus stated, substantially resolved itself into 
a protest against the abolition of another trust which 
was incumbered with a heavy debt ; and although some 
owners and occupiers stated that the opinion of this 
district was in favour of maintaining their roads by tolls, 
strong evidence was given, particularly by Mr. Vernon, 
of Clontarf Castle, and Mr. Gresham, of Raheny Park, 
to the effect that these tolls had largely contributed to 
the admitted depreciation of property in the Northern 
Suburbs of Dublin. 



The Dublin and Dunleer Road. 

This road, prior to railways, was the high road from 
Dublin towards the North of Ireland, and at one period 
the trust received between £500 and £600 a year from 
the Post Office as tolls for mails. The existing Act for 
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its regulation is 10 Geo. IV., c. 63, which is to remain 
m force for thirty-one years, from May 31, 1829, or to 
the end of the then next session of Parliament. It has, 
therefore, only about six years to run, except in so far 
as it may be extended by the Annual Turnpike Conti- 
nuance Act. There were several preceding Acts, the 
first of which appears to have been 5 Geo. II., c. 15 
(an Act for repairing the road), under which the out- 
standing debentures were issued. They are 270 in 
number, for £50 each, making an aggregate principal 
debt of £1 2,461 lls. Ad. The arrears of interest now 
due amount to £9,163 Os. A:d. The accounts are in- 
cluded in the Appendix, and were verified and explained 
by the treasurer. The expenditure for 1853, inde- 
pendently of interest on the debt, falls short of the 
receipts for the same year by about £50 ; and the trea- 
surer stated that the trustees expected to be able to pay 
one per cent, interest on the debentures during the 
ensuing years. He stated, that since he became trea- 
surer in 1821, there has never been less than three 
years’ interest in arrear. In 1846 a payment was made 
on account of the interest due up to 1841. There was 
no further payment made till 1844, when the trustees 
declared a dividend of two per cent, on the principal. 
They declared another dividend of the same amount in 
1851, and a third in January, 1854; but the last was 
partly made up of the unclaimed portions of the two 
former dividends. The receipts from tolls were £2,641 
in 1844, and £1,425 in 1853. The falling off is mainly 
owing to the opening of the Drogheda Railway ; but the 
treasurer stated, that if the potato cultivation were 
restored, there would be a prospect of increasing tolls. 

Decisive evidence was given that part of this road was 
in very bad repair in 1846, when a payment was made 
on account of interest : and it was contended, that if the 
road were kept in proper repair there would be no over- 
plus to pay the anticipated dividends. An officer of the 
Board of W orks was directed to survey it, and according 
to his report (included in the Appendix) the necessary 
charges for repairs are considerably less than the charges 
actually incurred in either of the last three years. 

Messrs. Boyle and Low valued the debentures on the 
Dunleer road at £4 125. 5 d. per cent, on the principal. 
Under all the circumstances, the holders would be well 
paid, and would probably rest satisfied, with ten per 
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cent. It was urged on their behalf that they had a 
right to calculate on the renewal or continuance of the 
trust beyond the term fixed by the existing Act ; but it 
seems highly improbable that a trust incumbered to such 
an extent would be continued if opposed. 

The Dublin and Knocksedan Road. 

This turnpike road is about seven miles in length, and 
extends from the Canal Bridge to Ward Bridge, on the 
Knocksedan Road. Prior to the passing of the Dublin 
Improvement Act (12 and 13 Victoria, cap. 9), it 
extended from the Circular Road to the Ward Bridge. 
The trust also comprises a piece of road, about half an 
English mile in length, leading from the same Canal 
Bridge to the Canal Bridge on the Dunleer Road. 
There is only one turnpike gate near the first-mentioned 
canal bridge, and one. cross gate in Cary’s-lane, to which 
no house is attached. The main gate and the cross gate 
have always been kept by the same collector or lessee. 

The piece of road between this gate and the bridge, 
as well as the branch road along the canal, are kept up 
two-fifths by the Knocksedan trust, and three-fifths by 
Ashbourne and Drogheda Road Act (12 and 13 Victoria, 
cap. 68, 1-6), -which provides that the management 
should be jointly vested in the two trusts. 

The Knocksedan road was first made a turnpike road 
by 38 Geo. III. cap. 31, amended by 40 Geo. III. cap. 48. 
The first of these Acts, after reciting the bad condition 
of the roads, empowers the directors to be named under 
it to borrow any. sum not exceeding £5,000 on bills or 
debentures, at interest not exceeding six per cent, which 
interest they are required to pay half-yearly out of the 
tolls. And it is further enacted, that if any part of the 
interest shall remain unpaid by the space of seven days 
after being due, a receiver may be appointed by the 
Court of Chancery, to receive so. much of the said tolls 
as may be necessary to pay such interest and all reason- 

The history of this trust, except so far as it depended 
on documentary evidence, was fully detailed by Captain 
Lindsay, a Magistrate of the County of Dublin, and son 
of the late Bishop of Kildare. There being a difficulty 
in getting money under the Act for the completion of 
the road, the Bishop, who lived at Glasnevin House, and 
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had constant occasion to use the road, said he would a. Hayward, • 
complete it, and he accordingly did complete it out of Es li^ c - 
his own funds. He was one of the directors ; but the 
accounts were made up for the first time in 1815, when 
there was found due to the Bishop a sum of £1,398 
Irish currency. On the 13th December, 1815, a resolu- 
tion was passed and signed by the requisite number of 
directors to the effect, that debentures be issued for that 
amount. The Bishop consented to receive thirteen 
debentures for £100 each, and one for £50, at five per 
cent,, which were made out and delivered to him accord- 
ingly. These were produced before us by Captain 
Lindsay, the present holder. Two other debentures for 
£100 each were then (in 1815) outstanding, but have 
since been satisfied. The £50 debenture had been paid 
off before Captain Lindsay became a director. The 
Bishop sold his thirteen debentures shortly after they 
were granted, to the late Mr. Hutton, for £600 British, 
and they subsequently became the property of Mr. 

Hutton (the son). In May, 1849, the payment of interest 
was suspended, and was not resumed until January 25th, 

1851, when the half year’s interest due May, 1849, was 
paid. 

On the 16th of August, 1851, another half-year’s 
interest to November, 1849, was paid, leaving three 
half-years’ interest in arrear. About this time Mr. 

Hutton offered these thirteen debentures to Captain 
Lindsay for £800 English, which he gave, paying the 
arrear of interest at the same time. 

This transaction took place September 3rd, 1851. 

Captain Lindsay was elected a director on June 25th, 

1845, and has been secretary and sole manager of the 
receipts and expenditure of the road ever since Sep- 
tember, 15th, 1846. The treasurers for more than ten 
years have been Messrs. La Touche. 

On June 4th, 1852, Captain Lindsay paid himself the 
half-year’s interest due May, 1852, and paid off one 
debenture, No. 15, in full. 

On the 19th of August, 1853, a meeting attended by 
five directors came to the resolution, that debenture No. 

15 be cancelled. Another of his debentures was paid off 
by him May 1st, 1854; but the accounts are not audited 
until September in each year, and this transaction has 
not yet received the sanction of the directors. This de- 
benture is, therefore, included in the existing debt. The 

d 2 
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tolls which, during the four preceding years, had let for 
£450 per annum, were let on September 1st, 1853, for 
three years from that period for the same rent to the 
same contractor. 

There is a contemporaneous contract, duly executed 
by a responsible contractor, to repair and maintain the 
road for the same three years for ,£250 a year, which, 
with £5 a-year for extra expenses, and £12 a-year (pay- 
able by contract as the two-fifths due to the Ashbourne 
Trust), makes the probable expenditure £267 per annum. 
The estimates for the ensuing two years show a surplus 
of receipts over expenses (including interest) to the 
amount of £123. The road is in good condition. 

On referring to the accounts for the preceding years, 
there appears nothing to justify a supposition that this 
state of things is transitory or exceptional. During the 
fifteen years prior to 184d the average amount of the 
receipts was higher by one-fifth than the present rent of 
the tolls; and the decrease which took place in 1846 and 
1847 is sufficiently accounted for by the state of the 
country, and the potato disease, a large part of the tolls 
being payable in respect of agricultural produce. The 
expenses of repairs have been in a course of diminution 
since 1849, in consequence (as Captain Lindsay stated) 
of the good order in which the road had been put and 
kept during the four preceding years under contract by 
the Board of W orks. 

This road, as well from its position and direction, as 
from the nature of the traffic, has been little (if at all) 
affected by railroads, nor does there appear any likelihood 
of its being so affected. 

The tolls are principally paid by persons attending the 
Dublin markets with produce, or by carriages and cars 
going to the Botanic Garden. " 

Constant complaints have been made on the behalf of 
the Botanic Garden, as well as on the behalf of the Deaf 
and Dumb Institution, and the managers of the Model 
Farm, of the effect of the Knocksedan turnpike, in dimi- 
nishing the number of their visitors, and in causing annoy- 
ance to their members. 

Occupiers of land beyond the gates also gave decided 
evidence as to its injurious effects on their interests. 

Messrs. Boyle and Low valued Captain Lindsay’s 
debentures at £'62 10$. each. 

A perpetual annuity of £60 would be worth more 
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than £1,200 ; and the funds of this trust afford a fair 
prospect of the establishment of an effective sinking- 
fund. 

The Dublin to Ashbourne , by Slane and Drogheda, Road. 

This road is regulated by an Act passed in 1849 (12 
and 13 Vic., c. 77); prior to that Act it was divided into 
two divisions, each of which were placed under a separate 
trust. 

The Act creating - these trusts had expired before the 
passing of the Act of 1849, and the accounts for one of 
the divisions, prior to the creation of the consolidated 
trust, have been lost. The accounts of the existing trust 
were produced by the secretary, Mr. Henry Garnett, 
and are included in the Appendix. 

The only debenture on this road is one held by Mr. 
William Long, for £200 Irish; and the Act of 1849 
(5-36) provides that after payment of the costs and 
expenses of procuring the Act, all tolls shall be applied 
in the first place in payment of any rents which may 
become due to the several owners or occupiers of land 
already taken for the improvements of the said roads, 
and for the interest arising from and after the com- 
mencement of this Act upon the said debt of £200, and 
of the said debt itself, when the trustees shall think fit 
to pay it off. The interest on this debenture has been 
regularly paid. 

The first charges on the tolls are the costs and expenses 
of procuring the Act, and the balance of these still unpaid 
is £282 15s. 

In the year from J une, 1853, to June, 1854, the expen- 
diture of the trust (including rents, interests, salaries of 
officers, and repairs,) exceeded the receipts by £6 13s. 
The estimated expenditure for the ensuing year, for 
repairs, is £142 more than for the last. The tolls have 
been reduced about one-third since 1851, and there has 
been a falling off of from £200 to £300 since this 
reduction. 

Both the secretary and the surveyor of the road stated 
the road to be as bad as it could be to nearly the sixth 
milestone from Dublin, and very bad for some miles in 
other parts. 

The secretary further gave it as his opinion, that the 
road could not be kept in proper repair out of the pre- 
sent tolls, a reduction having taken place in 1851 which 
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A - Haywwd, had caused a decline in the receipts to the amount of £200 
s — c ' or £300 a-year. It seems a doubtful point whether this 
reduction could have been avoided without causing a 
diversion of the traffic. 

Messrs. B'Oyle and Low held Mr. Long’s debenture to 
be valueless, on the ground that the keeping up of the 
road was a condition precedent to the receipt of tolls ; 
but so long as the road continued passable, the receipts 
would be sufficient to pay the interest ; and, considering 
the express parliamentary recognition of this debt, it 
strikes me that it should be paid in full, as well as the 
balance due for the costs of passing the Act. 

The Ratoath Road. 

This trust was constituted by the 31 Geo. 3, c. 47, 
which recites that the expense of making, amending, and 
repairing the roads from Dublin to Curraha and Ratoath, 
in the counties of Dublin and M eath, had been paid for 
many years past, by the landholders of the respective 
baronies of the said counties through which the said 
roads do pass, and that the said roads were ruinous and 
bad. The subsequent Acts for its regulation are 35 
Geo. III., c. 47 ; 37 Geo., c. 29 ; and 39 Geo. III., c. 46 ; 
but the Acts of 5 Geo. III., c. 86, 7 and 8 Geo. IV., c. 
66, and 12 and 13 Vic., c. 68 render it difficult to decide 
whether the trust did not legally determine in 1847. The 
supervisor and sole manager, Mr. Arthur Phillips, stated 
that it had been carried on of late years under the 
Annual Turnpike Continuance Act. There are no 
debentures on it. Those once existing have been paid 
off. 

Mr. Phillips put in and proved the accounts, which 
are included in the Appendix. The receipts exceed the 
expenditure, and the road is not affected by railways ; it 
is in good order, and extends over about seven miles and 
a-half. There is only one turnpike gate on it. A farmer 
on the Meath side of the gate stated, that his business 
as a grazier was so materially affected by it that his 
landlord had agreed to allow him an annual reduction 
of £6 a-year on his rent, so long as the tolls lasted ; and 
there can be little doubt that other occupiers and owners 
have similar ground for complaint. On the other hand, 
a county magistrate, Mr. Thompson, stated that he had 
proved by calculations, to the satisfaction of the farmers 
along the line, that they would lose, instead of gaining, 
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by the abolition of the turnpike. He did not produce 
his calculations, and said that he had kept none of 
them. 

The 'Navan Road. 

This road, with the tolls, has been for many years in 
the possession and under the management of the Board 
of W orks, who hold it as a security for money advanced 
by the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, in three instal- 
ments, in 1817, 1819, and 1823. The particulars are 
fully detailed in the accounts furnished by the officers of 
the Board of W orks, and included in the Appendix. It 
thence appears, that of the principal of the original 
loans (amounting together to £'9,507 13s. 10c?.), only 
£2,364 11 6. 4c?. has been repaid, and that the arrears 
of interest due thereon up to 31st December last, were 
£2,490 9s. 9c?. ; the interest on £5,538 9s. 2c?. of the 
principal being six per cent., and five per cent, upon 
the remainder. There is also a standing charge on the 
road of about £96 a-year for rents of portions of the soil 
over which it passes. 

In the course of the last five years there has been paid 
into the Exchequer, on account of the debt, £700, in 
1849 ; £500, in 1850 ; £450, in 1851 ; £450, in 1852 ; 
and £350, in 1853. This gradual reduction in the repay- 
ments has been occasioned by successive openings or 
extensions of railway communication, and a further 
decrease from the same causes may be anticipated. 

It appears, from the recital of 55 Geo. III., c. 109, 
that the first loan, at six per cent., was effected to make 
a new line, for the purpose of shortening the distance 
from the General Post Office, in the city of Dublin, to 
the town of Navan. The road will henceforth be needed 
principally for local traffic. 

The manager (Mr. Hill) appointed by the Board of 
Works, described the road as in perfect order; and Mr. 
Ponsonby Metge, a member of the Grand Jury of the 
county of Meath, confirmed this description ; but their 
evidence is difficult to reconcile with that of Mr. 
Macfarlane, a magistrate and Grand Juryman of the 
county of Dublin, who stated that he himself had joined 
in remonstrances to the Board of Works, on account of 
the bad condition of the road in 1846 — that part of it 
was still in a bad state ; and that the first thing that would 
be done by the proprietors in the neighbourhood, in case 
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of its ceasing to be a turnpike, would be to procure pre- 
sentments for its improvement. 

There are debentures still outstanding ; but as no 
interest has been paid or claimed since 1765, they may 
be considered as legally extinct. 

The manager stated that, since 1850, this trust has 
been only kept alive by the Annual Turnpike Continuance 
Act; and this being so, the Government has no interest 
of a durable character to which a definite value can be 
attached. 



The Dublin and Mullingar Road. 

The existing Act for the regulation of this road is 
12th and 13th Viet. c. 107, which continues the trust 
for thirty-one years from 1848. It has, consequently, 
twenty-five years to run. There are 300 outstanding 
debentures on it for £50 (Irish) each. On nine of these 
no interest has been paid or demanded for many years, 
and the treasurer has returned them as extinct. Alto- 
gether, the principal money due on debentures is 
£13,430 15s. 4c?. They were issued in 1734, and 
originally bore interest at b\ per cent. ; but this was 
reduced to 4 per cent, under the provisions of the Road 
Act of 35 Geo. III., with the exception of twenty-one, 
which were and are the property of charitable institu- 
tions. The interest on each set has been regularly paid. 
There is no other charge on the trust. There has been 
a great falling off in the receipts from tolls since 1847, 
when the Galway Railway through Mullingar opened ; 
but there is still, according to the treasurer’s accounts, 
a surplus of receipts over expenditure after paying the 
interest on the debentures and all other charges. The 
tolls have been let for three years from August, 1852, 
for £ 1,800 a-year, and there is a pending contract for 
the repairs for the same period for £800 a-year. The 
treasurer stated 4hat he saw no reason to anticipate any 
further decline in the receipts, and the excess of the 
annual receipts over expenditure (including interest), 
whilst the existing contracts last, is estimated by him at 
£206 bs. Id. 

As the condition of this road was questioned, we 
caused it to be surveyed by an officer of the Board of 
Works, whose report is included in the Appendix. He 
estimates the necessary annual cost of repairing the road 
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at £994 instead of £800, which would reduce the excess 
ot income over expenditure to £8 5r. Id. 

Prior to the opening of the Mullingar Railway there 
was commonly a large surplus revenue from tolls, which 
was employed from time to time in improving the road 
Ihe alleged improvements (a list of which will be found 
m the Appendix) were minutely scrutinized, and it was 
contended that the money thus expended, amountino- in 
the aggregate to about £26,000, ought to have been 
applied m paying off' the debentures. But the Duke of 
Leinster, who (previously to 1848) had taken an active 
part for many years in the administration of this trust 
stated that the trustees had acted under an impression 
that they had no power ' (prior to the Act of 1848) to 
pay off the debentures, and that the surplus funds had 
been uniformly expended with a conscientious regard to 
the public interest. Other trustees of unimpeachable 
integrity deposed to the same effect; and Mr. More 
O’F errall stated, as a fact within his. own knowledge 
that none of the improvements had been made until the 
public voice called for them. The improvement which 
led to the greatest diversity of opinion appeared to have 
been undertaken in compliance with a memorial (included 
m the Appendix) from the majority of the owners and 
occupiers in its immediate vicinity. 

The inconvenience and depreciation of property occa- 
sioned by the tolls on the Mullingar road are forcibly stated 
in this memorial, and the continuance of the trust was 
deemed so objectionable that a committee, comprising nu- 
merous owners and occupiers of land along the line? was 
formed for its abolition. On the other hand, a deputation 
from the Grand J ury of the County of Kildare, consisting 
of the Right Honourable R. More O’Ferrall, Sir William 
Hort, Baronet, and Mr. Maunsell, j.p., appeared before 
the Commissioners to enter a protest against any mode of 
dealing with the trust which should have the effect of 
saddling their county with the maintenance of the road, 
or any part of it, or with any portion of the debt. They 
alleged that the Commission was of an unusual and irre- 
gular character, such as would never have been issued 
in England, and that,_ as regards the Mullingar Trust, 
the question of abolition must be considered as set at 
rest for the next twenty-five years by the Act of 1848. 
They also laid great stress on the fact that the road 
passed through the County of Kildare not far from its 
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a. Hajward, confines, and they urged that it was principally used by 

Esq., Q.C. " 

— strangers. , . u ± 

It is obviously impossible to draw distinctions between 
roads with reference to their respective distances from 
the confines or centre of a county or barony, so long as 
they are clearly situate within it; and the objectors 
themselves gave evidence of the frequent use made pf 
the road in question by owners and occupiers of lands in 
Kildare. It was proved that £6,996 of the former sur- 
plus had been expended on the Kildare portion; and 
(independently of the circumstances stated m Sir John 
Kingsmill’s written deposition) the manner in which 
Turnpike Acts are passed, and the expense and trouble 
of opposing them, fully justify persons whose property is 
depreciated by the tolls in declining to be bound by the 
alleged settlement of 1 848. Four members of the Grand 
Jury who appointed the deputation are trustees of the 
road ; and it is difficult to reconcile the active and 
eminently useful share assumed by the principal land- 
owners of the county from time to time in the admmis- 
tration of this trust with the hypothesis that the Kildare 
cesspayers have only a slight local interest in the main- 
tenance of the road. Neither, without assuming that 
the trustees ordered in that capacity treble the outlay 
which they would have presented as grand jurymen, or 
sanctioned as cesspayers, can it be contended that the 
counties or baronies concerned will be losers by taking 
back the road in its present condition, with its debt. 
According to the evidence, the whole of the improve- 
ments were of that character which the respective Grand 
Juries would have been bound to present, if the road 
had remained under county management instead of being 
converted into a turnpike. , , 

Tlie debentures on the Mullingar road were valued by 
Messrs. Boyle and Low at £35 1 3s. fid. per cent., taking 
the whole of them together ; but an alteration to the 
amount of £77 16s„ per annum, in favour of the trust, 
has since been made in the estimate of probable future 
expenditure, by the treasurer, as will appear by a note 
annexed to his evidence. In rough numbers, and follow- 
ing- Messrs. Boyle and Low's mode of valuation, so tar as 
it can be ascertained, the debentures at four per cen . 
interest may therefore be valued at about forty-five per 
cent. ; and those at five and a-half per cent, at sixty per 
cent., but this mode of valuation must be altogether 
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arbitrary ; and if those held by charitable institutions at A j s Haywar<1, 
five and a-half per cent, interest, were valued as termi- s -^ c ' 
nable annuities, the holders would be entitled to be paid 
in full. The others would be subject to a reduction, 
which, in case this mode be followed, should be fixed by 
an actuary. 

The Road branching from the Dublin and Mullingar Road by 
Kinnegad and Athlone. 

This trust has existed for more than 100 years. The 
more recent Acts for its regulation, on which the present 
trustees have acted, are 30 Geo. III., c. 46, which recites 
two earlier Acts ; 30 Geo. III., c. 49 ; and 50 Geo. Ill 
c. 134. 

There are seventy-four debentures on it, for £25 each, 
at six per cent, interest. Those produced before the 
Commissioners, bore date at different periods prior to 
1750, and purported to be granted for money “to be 
applied to the use of the said road, and towards the 
repairing and amending the same.” They appeared to 
have been issued under Acts of 7th and 11th Geo. II. 

The interest has been regularly paid on all except four, 
on which no interest has been paid or applied for since 
18th February, 1836. 

Mr. William Cuffe, the holder of forty-one of these 
debentures, said that he bought them about twenty-five 
years ago, for about £15 (Irish) a piece, upon an aver- 
age, and that he got them cheap, because the road was 
then very much out of repair. Originally he had others, 
which he bought about the same time, and sold to Mr. 

Cornwall, for Mr. Lambert, about fifteen years ago, for 
£25 (Irish) each. 

Mr. Cornwall, the holder of thirty-one of these deben- 
tures, stated that he received them in part payment of a 
debt due to him from Mr. Lambert, six or seven years 
since; that he gave Mr. Lambert credit for the full 
amount, for which they purport to be security; and that 
he considered them as good as cash. They were pur- 
chased by him for Mr. Lambert, at par, as a good invest- 
ment, fifteen or seventeen years since. 

The accounts of this road were produced and explained 
by Mr. G. J. Ilornidge, the treasurer, and are included 
in the Appendix. He attributed the falling off of the 
receipts, since 1851, to the opening of the Galway rail- 
road, and stated that there was no reason to anticipate 

E 2 
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A^Hayward, a further decrease in future years, but rather an increase, 
' s — ’ ' from the improving condition of the country. 

But there is a decrease in the last year, as compared 
with the preceding year. The necessary and regular 
expenditure for the last year, exclusive of interest, 
exceeds the receipts; and the interest on the debentures 
for the last three years appears, from the accounts, to 
have been paid out of a balance in the treasurer’s hands, 
which had accumulated prior to the decline of the 
receipts. 

There are six turnpike gates on this road, which com- 
prises three divisions. Only one toll is paid in each 
division. The whole road is in very good condition. 
The farmers along the line complained of this turnpike 
as in the highest degree vexatious and oppressive. — See 
the evidence of Mr. Mathew Gaffney, Mr. Cornelius 
M‘Donnell, and Mr. Darby Cole. Several other farmers 
from the same district appeared and offered to give 
confirmatory evidence in case the Commissioners had 
deemed it necessary to call for additional proof. 

Messrs. Boyle and Low held the debentures on this 
road to be valueless ; and as the remaining balance in the 
treasurer’s hands is not sufficient to pay another year’s 
interest, I am not aware of any mode or principle of 
valuation by which any positive value can be attached 
to them. 

The Dublin and Carlow Road. 

This trust is regulated by 10 Geo. IV., c. 75, which 
expires in 1860 ; so that the trust has only six years to 
run. The outstanding debt on debentures (besides a 
debt to Government) is £2,000, on which two years’ 
interest, due on the 1st May, 1 854, is in arrear. The 
treasurer stated, that he had no expectation of improve- 
ment in the receipts, which declined on the opening of 
the railway to Carlow, and are likely to be still further 
diminished by the completion of the railway to Wexford. 
On the 14th March last the trustees came to a resolu- 
tion, . that application be made at the next Special 
Sessions for Grand Jury Presentments in aid of repair- 
ing the road, pursuant to the 73rd section of their Act, 
in consequence of the insufficiency of the tolls. As 
repairs form the first charge on the tolls, this resolution 
seems tantamount to a declaration of insolvency. It is 
included in the Appendix. 
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The debt to government is £1,137 10s., exclusive of 
interest since December, 1846. 

The road was described by several witnesses, who had 
been in the habit of using it, as in a very bad state, 
and the tolls were stated to operate partially and op- 
pressively on owners and occupiers along the line. 

The debentures on this road were necessarily held 
valueless. 

In case of the adoption of the rule, that the equitable 
obligation to pay the debts follows the legal or prescrip- 
tive obligation to maintain the roads, the principal point 
will be to ascertain by accurate measurement what extent 
of incumbered road lies within each of the counties and 
baronies concerned. As regards the proportion payable 
by the county of Dublin, the most satisfactory course 
would be to levy it off the baronies ; and as regards the 
other counties, to throw half on the county at large, and 
half on the barony or baronies in which any given road 
is situated, according to the mode of allotment directed 
by the General Irish Grand Jury Act, ss. 50 and 55. 

Assuming the highest reasonable value to be put upon 
the debentures, the burthen would be hardly felt if Go- 
vernment were to advance the required sum, and allow 
five or six years for its repayment by the counties and 
baronies to be charged. 

The above is a true and faithful report of the pro- 
ceedings had or taken by or before me under your 
Majesty’s gracious Commission, and of my humble 
opinion on the several and respective matters and things 
thereby submitted for the consideration of the said 
Commissioners. In Witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal, this 21st day of August, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
four. 

A. HAYWARD. 



and fifty 




A. Hayward, 
Esq., Q.c. 
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REPORT OF MAJOR HARNESS, R.E. 



Major Harness, x agree with Mr. Hayward in the opinion, that the 
— roads named in our Commission should not any longer 
be maintained as turnpike roads under- special Acts of 
Parliament; but that, for the future, they should be main- 
tained under the provisions of the Irish Grand Jury 
Acts, like the other roads, with very few exceptions, in 
Ireland. 

The only difficult question to be considered in framing 
an Act of Parliament for the abolition of the trusts will 
be that arising from the Claims of debenture holders. 
When it was desired to consolidate the several turnpike 
trusts in South Wales, the legislature deemed it just to 
pay off the debenture holders on a valuation fixed by 
impartial commissioners ; and I see no reason why the 
same course should not be resorted to in this instance. 

But it is more difficult to determine on whom it will 
be just to impose the charge that must be incurred in 
paying off the debentures. In the case referred to, the 
payments on account of the debts of the trusts within 
each county were charged upon that county ; but the 
right to levy tolls upon the greater part of the roads 
being also given to the counties, and the debt being 
reduced to its fair value, and charged to them at a 
moderate rate of interest, the burden was hardly worthy 
of consideration. 

Mr. Hayward is of opinion that the equitable obliga- 
tion to pay off the money due on debentures should be 
considered to accompany the legal obligation under 
existing general Acts of Parliament to maintain the 
road when the special Act is repealed. In this I do not 
agree with him. To determine this question by the 
principle adopted in Acts of Parliament, which have 
been discussed and passed without reference to it, is not 
likely to prove an equitable course ; for Acts of Parlia- 
liament are only the conventional adjustments, for the 
time they last, of the particular cases included in their 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Report of Commissioners. 31 

provisions, and do not constitute a code of right and Major Hamew, 
wrong; and those by which taxation is regulated are 
almost necessarily, in many cases, a compromise between 
that which is just and that which is practically con- 
venient. 

We ought not, therefore, to infer, that because the 
cost of the formation of a new road, or of the exten- 
sive improvement of a road in Ireland, when not effected 
by constituting a trust, is defrayed by the county or 
barony in which it is situated, that therefore a debt of 
the description referred to should be so borne. With 
respect to the expenditure on an improvement, a county 
is able to exercise its discretion ; while with respect to 
the debts of a trust the county has exercised no control. 

And if a road which has been a very important line of 
communication be thrown upon the locality, it is pro- 
bable that the debt upon it may far exceed the amount 
which a county would now consent to expend in improv- 
ing it, if delivered back to them in the state in which 
the trust received it. 

The fact that any road has been placed under trust 
must be received as evidence that there was some suf- 
ficient reason for excepting it from the general law, and 
that there were parties who would be benefited by its 
being improved to a greater extent than the locality 
could be required to improve it. If this be so, it cannot 
be right that a debt incurred in effecting this improve- 
ment should, after a lapse of time, be thrown upon the 
parties intended to have been protected : it appears 
clear that those for whose benefit the expenditure was 
incurred should bear the debt. The roads referred to 
our consideration are, for the most part, portions of the 
principal communications between Dublin and the north, 
west, and south of Ireland. It appears hardly to admit 
of question that the commerce of Dublin received as 
much benefit from the improvement of these roads as 
the localities whose communications with that city were 
facilitated. 

It is not probable that the citizens of Dublin would 
have allowed an exceptional system to be established by 
which more than half the outlets of their city were to be 
closed by turnpikes, if they were not to derive a benefit 
commensurate with this inconvenience ; and it is difficult 
to suppose that if the gates near the city boundary, of 
which the gross receipts must be nearly £3,000 per 
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Major Harness, annum, be removed, the city will not benefit either 
directly or indirectly to an amount equivalent to a con- 
siderable portion of the debt to be allocated. 

It is impossible to arrive at any definite conclusion 
with respect to the degree of advantage which has been 
conferred upon different sections of the country by the 
improvement of these roads, or with respect to that to 
be derived by the abolition of the tolls. If by a general 
measure the turnpike system of maintaining roads were 
to be at once abolished throughout Great Britain and 
Ireland, no one would hesitate to recommend that the 
remaining debts, at a fair valuation, should be spread 
over the whole community, or that they should be met 
by the general revenue ; in which case, each portion of 
the country would contribute towards the necessary 
expense attending the change of system, according to its 
valuation, and not according to the particular extent of 
benefit received. In like manner the particular section 
of Ireland within which the turnpike system has been 
admitted, and from which it will be abolished by the dis- 
solution of the nine trusts in question, might be marked 
out, and the debt distributed upon it without excepting 
the towns which may be comprised within it. 

H. D. HARNESS. 
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July 4th, 1854. 

Captain George Hayward, Lindsay, sworn. 

Is in the Commission of the Peace for the county of Dublin; 
resides at Glasnevin House. He is secretary, manager, and 
one of the directors of the Dublin and Knoclcsedan Road ; he 
was elected a trustee June 25th, 1845, and became secretary 
and manager 15th September, 1846. Messrs. La Touche have 
been treasurers from a period prior to 1845. 

He produces all the account books from 1824, and the 
minute books from 1798, and the Act 38 Geo. III. c. 31, first 
constituting the road a turnpike road. There is no limit as 
to duration. 

The Act 40 Geo. III. c. 48, for amending the former act, de- 
scribes the road (which he traced on a map) as formerly extending 
from the North Circular Road to the bridge across the Ward 
River to Knocksedan ; but from the canal bridge a part of the 
road was given up to the Corporation, under the authority of 
the Dublin Improvement Act, 12 & 13 Vic., c. 9, in 1849. 
This Act throws the maintenance of all roads within municipal 
boundaries on the Corporation. 

The road is seven miles from the turnpike at the Dublin 
end to Knocksedan, and from the turnpike to the canal bridge 
from 150 to 200 yards. 

Belonging to this trust is also a piece from the canal bridge 
of the Knocksedan Road to the canal bridge of the Dunleer 
Road — this is about half an English mile. 

There is one turnpike gate near the canal bridge, and one 
cross gate in Carey’s-lane, to which a house is attached ; and 
this cross gate has been always occupied by the same collector 
as the main gate. 

This piece of road, with the turnpike and the branch road 
along the canal, are kept two-fifths by the Knocksedan Trust, 
and three-fifths by the Ashbourne and Drogheda Trust. This 
proportion is fixed by the Ashbourne Road Act, 12 & 13 Vic., 
c. 68, 1-6, a local and personal Act, the management to be 
jointly under the two trusts. 

Under the borrowing powers of the original Acts, Captain 
Lindsay’s father, the late bishop of Kildare (there being a 
difficulty in getting funds for the road), said he would make it; 
and did expend a great deal of money on it. He being one of 

F 



July 4, 1854. 

Captain G. H. 
Lindsay. 
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July 4, 1854. 

Captain G. H. 
Lindsay. 



the directors in 1815, for the first time the accounts were 
made up, and there was found due to the bishop £1,398 (Irish 
currency); and on the 15th December, 1815, a resolution was 
passed that debentures be issued for that sum. 

The bishop consented to receive thirteen debentures for 
£100 each, and one for £50, all at 5 per cent, which were 
made out accordingly. 

Two other debentures for £100 each were then outstanding, 
but have since been satisfied. The £50 debenture had been 
paid off before he became director. 

The bishop sold these debentures, shortly after they were 
granted, to the late Mr. Hutton, for £600 (British currency)— 
they became the property of Mr. Hutton (the son). 

The half-yearly interest was paid until 1st November, 1848, 
inclusive. 

In May, 1849, the interest then due was not paid. The 
payment of interest recommenced 25th January, 1851, when 
the half-yearly interest due 1st May, 1849, was paid. 

On 16th August, 1851, another half-year’s interest (to 1st 
November, 1849,) was paid, leaving three half-years in arrear. 

About this time Mr. Hutton offered these debentures (thirteen 
in number) to witness, for £800, English, which Captain 
Lindsay gave, paying at the same time the arrears of interest. 

This sale took place September 3rd, 1851. On June 4th, 
1852, Mr. Lindsay paid himself the half year’s interest due 1st 
May, in that year, and paid off one debenture, No. 15. 

That account was audited by two other directors and him- 
self; and on 19th August, 1853, a meeting, attended by five 
directors, resolved that debenture No. 15 be cancelled. Another 
debenture was paid off May 1st, 1854, but has not yet been 
passed or audited — the accounts not being regularly audited 
till after 1st September in each year. 

The directors contracted with the Board of Works from the 
1st September, 1844, to 31st August, 1849, for the repairs of 
the road. They having left the road in good order, the sub- 
sequent expenses were smaller. The traffic has fallen off since 
the potato disease in 1846. 

The tolls have always remained the same, with the exception 
of one year, 1849, when there was a reduction on carriages, 
which failed— the old toll was restored next year. 

The tolls are— carriages, Gd. ; jaunting cars, 2| d.\ carts, 1 \d. 

The road is very little, if at all, affected by railroads. The 
principal traffic is by persons attending the Dublin markets 
with produce, and carriages and cars going to the Botanic 

The tolls are virtually paid by the occupiers and owners 
along the line— not by general travellers nor by strangers. _ 

His (Captain Lindsay’s) family hold considerable quantities 
of land on both sides of the city, both north and south; and he 
considers the land on the north side as more valuable than 
the land on the south side ; and he can get from dairymen one 
pound an acre more on the south side than on the north for 
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the same quality of land, at the same distance from the city, JuI y 4, 1854. 
by reason of there being no turnpikes on the south side. CaptainG. H. 

House property on the north side has been injured by turn- Lindsay, 
pikes as well as other landed property. 

The turnpike prevents people from visiting, as much as 
they otherwise might, the following institutions, namely : — 
the Botanic Gardens, the Deaf and Dumb Institution, and the 
Model Farm. The directors of these institutions have all com- 
plained of the turnpike as having this effect. 

Cross-examined. 



There are eight directors, of whom four are ex-officers. 



Objected by Mr. Hudson — That the strict forms prescribed 
by the Acts had not been uniformly observed. 

The objection was admitted by Captain Lindsay to be well 
founded. 

From the 13th September, 1850, to 27th August, 1852, 
there was no meeting ; he (Captain Lindsay) had, year after 
year, sent out summonses, but could not get the requisite 
number of directors to attend. He then requested the mem- 
bers present to examine into the correctness of his yearly 
accounts, which they did, and attested their correctness by 
their signatures, as appears by the accounts. 

His accounts have not been regularly certified by five direc- 
tors. The accounts have always been audited in the Royal 
Dublin Society House. 

He has never had his accounts audited without summoning 
the directors. The vouchers have been produced, and com- 
pared by two gentlemen at least. 

The pending contract for repairs was signed by five directors 
at a meeting in August, 1853. 

The directors have been in the habit of referring the yearly 
accounts to a sub-committee. He does not know what class 
of materials are used by the contractor, but knows that the 
road is one of the best in the vicinity. 

On the day of the horticultural fete the contractor said he 
should get £ 5, but compounded for £2. 

Captain Lindsay furnished, from his accounts, the following 
items of receipts and expenditure, stating that he could not 
answer for the regularity of the accounts prior to his own time : — 



In 1816, 

„ 1817, 

„ 1819, 

„ 1824, 

„ 1825,) 
„ 1826, V 
„ 1827.) 
„ 1829,) 
„ 1830, y 
„ 1831,) 
„ 1832, 



Receipts from Tolls. 



£512 


In 1833, . 


£440 


480 


„ 1834, . 


450 


385 


„ 1835, . 


605 


300 


„ 1836, . 


580 




„ 1837, . 


535 


415 each. 


„ 1838, . 


590 




„ 1839, . 


625 


545 each year, 


„ 1840, . 


580 


£100 returned 


„ 1841, . 


590 


on the whole. 


„ 1842, . 


590 


545, £75 returned. 


„ 1843, . 


590 



f 2 
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Receipts from November 7th, 1846, to June 

26th, 1847, 

Balance then in hand, .... 

From June 26th, 1847, to May 27th, 1848, . 
From May 27th, 1848, to Sept. 1st, 1849, . 

Tolls then let by Contract. 
From September 1st, 1849, to 31st August, 
1850, at per annum, .... 

From August 1st, 1850, to August 1st, 1851, 
From August, 1851, to August, 1852, . 

From August, 1852, to August, 1853, . 

By Contract. 

From September, 1853, to 1856, 

Items of Expenditure. 



From November, 1846, to August 11, 1847, 
of 'which £420 for repairs, 

From August 11, 1847, to July 11, 1848, 

From August 11, 1848, to July 11, 1849, 
including disputed payment to Board of 
Works for 1849, ..... 

1849- 1850, 

1850- 1851, of which £356 per contract, and 
£45 for footpaths, .... 

1851- 1852, including arrears, £90, and in- 
terest due within the year, £60, 

1852- 1853, including interest and one deben- 
ture paid off, . . 

1851-1 852, Three half-years’ interest 
due 1st May, 1851, . . £90 0 0 

Repairs, . . . . . 0 7 0 

Ditto, . . . . • 0 8 6 

Contract for repairs, . . . 301 4 0 

One year’s interest to May, 1852, 60 0 0 

Stamps, ..... 012 



1852-1853, Repairs of Toll House, 
Poor Rate, . . 

Half-year’s interest, 

Toll posts, .... 

Half-year’s interest for Dublin end, 
Poor Rate, .... 

Half-year’s Interest, . 

Debentures paid off, . 

Contractor, . . . 

Contractor for repairs, 

Footpaths, . . 

Stamps, . ... 



3 


4 


0 


0 


3 


0 


30 


0 


0 


3 


15 


0 


6 


0 


0 


0 


1 


3 


30 


0 


0 


92 


6 


2 


6 


0 


0 


250 


0 


0 


29 


0 


0 


0 


1 


4 



£ s. d. 

259 15 0 
95 12 0 
390 2 11 
581 3 6 



450 0 0 
450 0 0 
450 0 0 
550 0 0 



450 0 0 



450 16 1 
286 12 2 



535 17 11 
369 10 10 

465 5 7 

452 0 8 

450 10 9 



452 0 8 



450 10 9 



From September 1st, 1853, up to 31st August, 1856, there is a 
contract to maintain the road at £250 per year, and for footpaths 
£11 per year. 

The other expenses outside the contract for the three yearswill be 
covered by £4 or £5 a year. 

The contracts are determinable on the abolition of the trust. 
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William Edward Steele , sworn. Jvl n 4 > 1854. 

Is assistant secretary for the Royal Dublin Society. He w - eTswc. 
produced a copy of resolutions passed by the council of the 
society, as to the propriety of abolishing the toll gate ; also a 
letter to the committee from the council. 

Copy op Resolution. — Royal Dublin Society. 

Committee of Botany. — May 20, 1851. 

The Committee of Botany beg leave to draw the attention of the 
council to the importance of having such steps taken as may be ne- 
cessary for the removal of the Knocksedan turnpike gate beyond the 
entrance to the Botanic Gardens, as its present position materially 
interrupts the resort of the public to the Gardens, and greatly restricts 
the advantages which would otherwise be more generally derived from 
the instructive lectures of the professor. 

Simon Foot, Chairman. 

Resolved, — That this report do lie on the table. 

Council. — Thursday, June 19, 1851. 

Resolved, — That an application be made to the trustees of the 
Knocksedan turnpike road, requesting their attention to the advantage 
and practicability of removing the turnpike gate from its present posi- 
tion to one somewhere beyond the entrance to the Botanic Gardens. 

Copy op Lettek. 

Royal Dublin Society, Kildare-street, 

29th April, 1854. 

Sir, — I am directed to communicate to you the following minute of 
the proceedings of the Society, in reference to your letter and depu- 
tation, on the subject of the abolition of turnpikes iu the neighbourhood 
of Dublin. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Wm. E. Steele, Assistant Secretary. 

To Thos. Hutton, Esq., Chairman, 

Turnpike Abolition Committee. 

Thursday, April 27. 

The Marquis of Kildare, v.p., in the Chair. 

Read the following report : — 

The Committee of Botany beg to report that a letter from the Com- 
mittee for the Abolition of the Turnpikes in the neighbourhood of Dublin, 
and a resolution accompanying it, has been laid before them : and that 
a member of the Turnpikes Abolition Committee has waited upon your 
Committee, with reference to the subject of the communication. 

The Committee of Botany have for a long time been impressed with 
the importance of the abolition of the Knocksedan turnpike, the ex- 
istence of which, they feel assured, affects most injuriously the attend- 
ance of visiters at the Botanic Gardens ; they, therefore, beg to urge 
upon the Society the necessity of aiding the Abolition Committee in 
their endeavours to remove, amongst others, the tolls collected on the 
road leading to the Botanic Gardens. 

(Signed), Simon Foot, Chairman. 

Resolved, — That the existence of the turnpike on the Knocksedan 
road operates most injuriously upon the interests of the Botanic Gar- 
dens, by preventing the more frequent attendance of the public ; and 
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Wm. Cuffe. 
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that the Society would consider the removal of that turnpike as a great 
benefit, both for the public generally, and the members of the Society 
in particular ; and will gladly co-operate with the Committee for the 
Abolition of the Turnpikes in the neighbourhood of Dublin in every 
way in their power. 

(Signed), Kildare, v.p., in the Chair. 



Captain Lindsay, on re-examination, stated that lie called 
a meeting to consider this resolution, but could get no attend- 
ance. 

Copt of Letter from Captain Lindsay. 

Glasnevin House, Dublin, 

July 4, 1854, 5 o’clock. 

Gentlemen, — It occurs to me that I was asked whether £261 
might be considered the extreme for maintaining the Dublin and 
Knocksedan road, from 1st September, 1853, to 1st September, 1856 : 
I answered, yes ; but forgot that the further sum of £12 is contracted 
to be paid to the managers of Ashbourne road for the share (two-fifths) 
of maintaining the small portion of the road near Dublin ; — so that 
would amount to £261 and 
12 



£273 

To the Commissioners. 



George H. Lindsay. 



July 5, 1854. 

William Cuffe, sworn. 

Is a private gentleman of Kilbeggan, county of Westmeath, 
and owner of forty-one debentures on the Kinnegad to Athlone 
road, amounting to £1,025, Irish currency. 

He has had them more than twenty years. 

On an average they cost him about £15, Irish, per debenture. 
Six per cent, interest is the rate on the debentures. Interest 
has been paid regularly ever since he purchased them. He got 
them cheap, because the road was very much out of repair at 
that time (twenty-five years ago). Originally he had those now 
held by Mr. Cornwall, namely — thirty- one at £25 each, making 
£725, Irish. He sold them to Mr. Lambert, who sold them 
to Mr. Cornwall. He got from Mr. Lambert £25 each, the full 
value, more than ten years, he believes fifteen years, ago. 

He has not got the debentures with him ; he does not know 
under what Act they were issued. He got part from Mr. Bag- 
gott. He purchased them about the country, whenever he could 
get them from any gentleman who had them. 

He was at that time a commissioner, and exerted himself to 
put the road in repair. He is now a director. 

He kept no minute of what he gave Mr. Baggott, but remem- 
bers making an estimate of what the whole cost. He thinks he 
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gave Mr. Baggott £17 or sS 1 8 apiece. He paid in cash for Ju{ y 5 > 1854. 
every debenture he purchased. WnTc s 

He purchased some from Mr. Summers, the former treasurer, 
before the railways. He expected to get £40 apiece for them, 
they are the second charge. 

The income on the road, prior to the railways, was £ 1,800, 
and since (during the last four years, about), £600 a year. 

The road is thirty miles long. 



« ujii u, July 6j 1854 

John Cornwall , Esq., of Rutland-square, Dublin, sworn. John Cornwall 

Is the owner of thirty-one debentures on the Kinnegad and Esq ' 
Athlone road, for £20 each. He has had them five or six years. 

He received them from Mr. Lambert at their full value, at £25, 

Irish, each. He received them as £775, Irish, in part payment 

of a debt of £12,600. 

He struck off so much of the debt, as a matter of course. Mr. 

Lambert is still in his debt. 

He acted for six years as Mr. Lambert’s agent. He bought 
some of these debentures for Mr. Lambert as a good invest- 
ment, and gave the full price of £25 each for them. He bought 
some, as long ago as fifteen or sixteen years, from Mr. Cuffe, 
he thinks ; some from General Loftus, ten or twelve years ago ; 
some were bought by Mr. Lambert himself, and witness does 
not know what he (Mr. Lambert) gave for them. 

Since the debentures came into his hands, the interest has 
been regularly paid. 

Cross-examined. 

He is a trustee of the Dublin, Slane, and Ashbourne road. 

The debentures are in his son’s possession. He did not take 
the opinion of counsel as to the right of the trustees to grant 
the debentures, having no doubt in his own mind as to their 
soundness. 

He does not know what Mr. Cuffe or General Loftus gave 
for them. 

The road is peculiarly situated as regards m il roads. There 
is a great traffic on the road. He does not know whether the 
debentures are the first or second charge. 

He was Mr. Lambert’s agent until 1844. He would rather 
have had the cash, but should have considered the debentures 
a good investment, the interest being six per cent. 

There was no railway when he purchased them. He has no 
debentures on any other road. 

He is a trustee of the Dublin, Slane, and Ashbourne, and 
Drogheda road; nothing can be worse than the condition of 
this road, for ten miles from Dublin, for want of means, the 
tolls having been reduced. 
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July 6, 1854. 

Geo. Chomley, 
Esq. 



July 7, 1854. 

Right Hon. 
Fred. Shaw. 



George Chomley , Esq., sworn. 

Lives at Belcamp, Artane, and Belvidere-place, Dublin. Is 
holder of four debentures of £50 each (Irish), at four per cent., 
on the Dublin and Mullingar road; has held them since their 
first issue in the last century ; during the last twenty-four or 
twenty-five years the interest has been regularly paid. He 
believes them to be the first charge on the trust. • 

He is a landholder in the district through which the Mala- 
hide road passes, and goes through the turnpike in going to 
Dublin from his country residence. 

The road is in beautiful order; and a cart or carriage on 
that road would last nearly twice as long as on the surrounding 

He has about eighty acres there, all in his own hands. 

He objects to doing away with the turnpike, because he is a 
ratepayer, and shall be obliged to pay for the repairs of a road 
used by farmers, with several loaded carts, every day, whilst 
he is only using it with a carriage. 

He has never made any estimate by which to form an opinion. 



July 7, 1854. 

Right Hon. Frederick Shaw, sworn. 

Is Recorder of Dublin, and resides at Kimmage House, in 
the barony of Uppercross, part in the barony of Rathdown, 
on the south side of the city. 

He thinks a great grievance arises out of the Carlow and 
Dublin Trust, in the barony of Uppercross. He means that 
part of the road which leads from Dublin to Tallaght, a dis- 
tance of about four miles. 

He has some tenants on that line of road ; a tenant, holding 
about 100 acres under him, resides on that road, about two or 
three miles from Dublin. 

She (his tenant) lives by farming; she pays, on an average, 
between 12s. and 13s. a week toll, on that road, for her carts, 
and she contributes to all the other roads in the barony. There 
is no gentleman’s residence on the road. 

The tolls are mainly paid by occupiers along the road. These 
are all old occupiers, of long standing ; and the turnpike gate 
has been put on since most of them became occupiers there. 

The road is now one of the worst in the neighbourhood ; all 
the rest being under county management. 

The turnpike is done away on the Naas road, yet the tenants 
still pay for the keeping up of that and the other roads in the 
barony. 

He is of opinion that there should be a uniform system— 
either turnpikes everywhere or nowhere. The roads were not 
managed in 1832 under the Grand Jury system, as they are at 
present. On the whole they are now managed well. 

In his own neighbourhood the roads were then very bad, 
but are now very good. 
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July 7 , 1854. 




He is a trustee of the Carlow and Dublin road. 

At one time he attended the meetings ; of late years he has 
not-, but he regularly gets notices. 



Daniel Sitnmonds, Esq., of Collinstown, sworn. d. Simmond*, 

Esq. 

Is treasurer of the Dublin and Mullingar road, and has been 
so for upwards of twenty-eight years. He produced all the ac- 
count books from 3rd March, 1846. 

He produced the Acts constituting the trust, which has about 
twenty-five years to run. The last Act, which renews the trust 
for thirty-one years, and recites the preceding Act, is 11 & 12 
Vic., c. 107. 

He produced a list of debentures. He is not aware of any 
sale or any transaction by which their value can he estimated, 
at any time during the last ten years. He verified the list and 
the subjoined explanation. This list is included in the Ap- 
pendix F. 

The debentures were originally issued in the year 1734, under 
7 Geo. II. He produced and verified the accounts which are 
included in the Appendix F. 

The alteration of receipts in 1847, 1848, arose from the 
opening of the railway in 1847. 

He accounted for the rise in the next two years by the fluc- 
tuation in the letting ; he knows of no other cause. 

There are eight turnpike gates on the line. 

There is one line from Mullingar to Chapelizod, from which 
there is one branch to Dublin, on the north side of the Liffey, 
and one on the south side. The distance is about 40 miles, 

Irish, each way. There is a turnpike gate on each of the 
branches, and six gates on the main line between Chapelizod 
and Mullingar. 

The gates on the branches are about two miles each from 
the city boundary. The opening of the railway from Mullin- 
gar to Galway, in 1851, lessened the traffic, and the decrease 
since 1849 is owing to the railways. Whilst the receipts were 
at the height, there was a surplus which allowed the trustees 
to spend a great deal in improvements. This is the reason of 
the variation in the expenditure, as apparent on the face of the 
account. The expenditure for ordinary repairs was the same 
from 1843 to 1847. 



The Duke of Leinster, sworn. Duke of 

Leinster. 

Stated that the surplus was uniformly expended for sub- 
stantial improvements. His Grace had formerly acted as a 
trustee for many years. 

o 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






42 



Dublin Turnpike Inquiry. 



July 7 , 1854. John Young, sworn. 

John Young. Has been surveyor of the road for nearly fifteen years. 

There was only one contractor from 1843 to 1847. In the 
latter year there were two. 



Mr: Simmonds: Mr. Simmonds’ examination resumed. 

He put in an account of money expended for repairs. The 
same amount was expended under contract for 1843, 1844, 
1845, 1846. This paper is included in the Appendix F. The 
repairs diminished with the traffic on the road. 

The last contract for repairs was for three years, from 
August 1852, at £800 a year. 

The tolls are let, for a corresponding period, for £1,800 
a-year. These contracts are both with the same person. The 
charge for interest stands thus : — 

£ s. d. 

Interest on 21 debentures, for £50 Irish, 
each, that is £1,050 Irish, at 5\ per 

cent., 57 15 0 

Interest on 270 debentures, for £50 Irish, 
at 4 per cent., . . . - . 540 0 0 



Annual interest, Irish, .... 597 15 0 

The estimated accounts for the current and ensuing year 
would, therefore, stand thus : — 





£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. d. 


Receipts from tolls, 
Interest on debentures, . 








1,800 


0 0 


'. 551 


13 


3 






Contract for repairs. 


. 800 


0 


0 






Officers’ salaries, . 


. 190 


0 


0 






Rents of toll-houses, about 


. 30 


0 


0 






Income tax, about 


. 10 


0 


0 






Police rate, . 


. 2 


17 


8 






Extras, ... 


. 87 


0 


0 


1,671 


10- 11 










Overplus of receipts, 








128 


9 1 



He anticipated no further decline from railways or any other 
cause. 

All the interest was paid up to January last (with few excep- 
tions), or the money has been waiting for the debenture holders, 
who often do not claim their interest for a long time after it is 
due. 

The arrears are not owing to a deficiency of funds, as appeal’s 
by the balance from time to time in the treasurer’s hands. 

Cross-examined. 

There has been no transfer of debentures, to his knowledge, 
since he was treasurer. He has had no surplus available for 
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paying off the debentures since the last Act was passed. Since Jut n 18S *. 
the passing of the last Act of 1848, he has annually returned Mr. simmond* 
to the Clerks of the Peace of the counties of Dublin, Kildare, 

Meath, and Westmeath, copies of the general statement of the 
income and expenditure of the trust, by letter, post paid, the 
same as delivered in to the Lord Lieutenant. He was not 
bound to return them before. 

The letting of the tolls was after full notice by public adver- 
tisement, by proposals, and not by public auction. 

They took good security, that is, two persons (a Mr. O’Neill 
and a Mr. Flood) besides the contractor. 

One great improvement on which surplus funds were ex- 
pended was between Dublin and Chapelizod, on the north 
branch, more than ten years ago. They spent as much as 
£2,000 on it; and the Commissioners of Woods and Forests 
gave another £1,000 for the same object. Another was in the 
town of Chapelizod. 

The Duke of Leinster, who was present during the whole of 
this day’s proceedings, and frequently confirmed Mr. Sim- 
monds, here stated that he had been anxious, as one of the 
Board, to have the debentures paid off out of the surplus; but 
prior to the last Act, they acted on the impression that they had 
not the power. His Grace concurred in Mr. Simmonds’ 
description of the improvements, and affirmed the conscien- 
tious administration of the trust. 

Mr. Simmonds, resumed. 

The other side of the bridge, at Chapelizod, the road was 
so narrow that two carriages could hardly pass. They widened 
that part; and before they advanced 500 yards further, they 
lowered and widened another hill. A quarter of a mile farther 
on, Palmerston hill was exceedingly steep and narrow. They 
lowered the hill, and widened the road. 

The next improvement was at Lucan, six miles from Dublin, 
where there was a very steep and dangerous hill, which they 
avoided by making another road. 

The results of these improvements were to enable Her 
Majesty’s mails to travel with greater speed and economy. 

All the improvements were necessary and beneficial. 

Mr. Si mm onds, on the requisition of Mr. Hudson, was required 
to attend again on Friday, the 14th, with an account of the 
alleged improvements on which the former surplus was ex- 
pended, specifying the precise sums expended on each. 



July 14, 1854. Ju i y i4) 18S4 _ 

Mr. Simmonds, re-examined. 

He put in a list of improvements, which is included in 
Appendix F. As treasurer he has almost uniformly attended 

a 2 
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July u, 1854. the meetings of tlie trust. He denied the imputation of 
Mr. Stoionds. mystery as to his accounts. . ^ 

He put in a memorial (see Appendix F), dated 10th Novem- 
ber, 1845, calling for the improvement of 1846 and 1847. He 
stated that it was signed by ratepayers within the barony. 

After referring to 11 and 12 Vic., c. 107, 1-6, also to 1st sec. 
of that Act, he stated that the trust had obtained the consent 
of two-thirds of the debenture holders to borrow money for 
this specific inprovement, which loan would take precedence 
of their claim. 

The trust had a contract for completing the improvements 
in question, at Ballydowd, for £500, in addition to the money 
stated as expended.” They were prevented from proceeding by 
an injunction at Mr. Fitzgibbon’s suit. 

N.B. — The estimate of probable expenditure comprised in 
Mr. Simmonds’ evidence, was framed from items furnished by 
him, and was understood to meet with his concurrence at the 
time; but on being supplied with a copy, he subsequently wrote 
as follows : — 

Collinstown House, Leixlip, 

Dear Sir, August 8, 1854. 

I beg leave to send herewith an estimate of the receipts and 
liabilities of the Dublin and Mullingar Turnpike Trust for the current 
year. 

You will find it vary a little, from the statement you gave me 
(which 1 return), but I can vouch for its correctness. 

I remain, dear Sir, your very obedient Servant, 

B. Simmonds. 



Abraham Hayward, Esq. 

Estimate of the Funds and Liabilities of the Dublin and 
Mullingar Turnpike Trust, for the year ending 31st 
December, 1854. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


Receipt of tolls, 




- 




1,800 


0 


0 


Do. rent, 




- 




15 


0 


0 










1,815 


0 


0 


Interest on debentures, . 


. 551 


13 


3 








Contract for repairing, . 


. 800 


0 


0 








Salaries of officers (less 


b y 












income tax), 


. 180 


1 


8 








Rents, .... 


. 32 


0 


0 








Taxes and poor rates, . 


. 15 


0 


0 








Extras, 


. 30 


0 


0 










. 


— 


— 


1,608 


14 


11 


Overplus of receipts, 








206 


5 


1 



The Duke of Leinster said he was for the abolition of turn- 
pikes, but he objected to the attacks on the trustees, and the 
way in which these attacks were conducted. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Notes of Evidence. 



45 




John Young, surveyor, re-called. July u, 1854. 

.He went over the whole of the road from Mullingar to Young. 
Dublin, last Thursday and Friday, and it was then in general 
good repair. He thinks IJ20 a-mile enough, on an average, to 
keep it in repair, with the traffic now on it, but part would cost 
more. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Fitzgibbon, q.c. 

The stone has been sometimes badly broken; but he checked 
this. The greater part of the road is in prime order. 



John Bingham, of Glenwood House, Lucan, county Dublin, John Bing- 
sworn. ham. 

Lucan is on the line. He holds land near the road, and 
occasionally travels the road. In his opinion, the road has 
been badly kept. His men have complained that they could not 
bring up heavy loads upon it. 

Eighty loads of manure, which is the average amount per 
acre, cost him £2, at 6 d. a load, by the Mullingar road. 

On the Blanchardstown road (the Navan) manure is excepted. 

Lucan is six miles from Dublin. Cow manure costs about 6s. 
a load; it just doubles the rent of the lands manured; his rent 
being just £2 an acre. 

The Blanchardstown road is farther about. This new line 
of road, made in 1831 and 1833, was injurious to Lucan. He 
thinks the charge very extravagant. 

The turnpike amounts to a prohibition of the removal of 
manure from the city on that road. 

He held two farms, one on each side of the gate ; nothing 
could be c armed from one farm to the other without paying 
toll ; he threw up the farms in consequence ; Mrs. Yesey was 
his landlady ; he knows some parties that are let through for 
half the tolls, and others without paying tolls at all. 

The turnpike has been a great injury to Lucan and the 
neighbourhood ; nature has done everything for it. 

When hills are lowered the roads are often soft during great 
parts of the year. 



Major-General Sir Hopton Scott, sworn. Major-Gen. Si' 

Lives at Woodville, close to Ballydowd, and travels to Dublin Hopton Scott - 
by the road three times a week. It is better than it used to 
he ; it is made of bad materials. In the winter it is covered 
with mud, and in the summer covered with dust ; the road has 
been improved since the discussions of last year. 

The tolls are injurious to the district. The mode of keeping 
up roads by turnpikes is unjust to the north. He signed the 
memorial put in evidence calling for the improvement at 
Lucan. 
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Place. 



George Black - 



Michl. Hackott. 



July 8 . 

Mr. Cornwall. 
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George Godfrey Place, sworn. 

Lives at Inchicore, near Kilmainham, about half-a-mile from 
the city boundary, on the Mullingar road, the short branch 
south of the Liffey. To get to his residence he travels about 
half-a-mile on this road, and is obliged to pay toll ; his carts 
taking manure pay toll ; they generally travel a greater distance 
on the county road than on the city road; the tolls are a 
serious detriment to property beyond the gate ; he has some 
houses there, and parties invariably object to the turnpike, and 
many refuse to take the houses in consequence of the tolls. 

The county road is kept in better repair than the portion of 
the Mullingar road which he is in the habit of using. 

The stone for the turnpike road is not well chosen. 

The stone for the county road is beautifully even ; it is all 
red stone ; it is riddled before it is put down, and no round 
stones are permitted. 

He holds between four and five hundred statute acres beyond 
this gate. 

He does not think that part of the Mullingar road is more 
used that the county road which joins it. 

The parties in this neighbourhood have contributed to im- 
prove a bridge, which prevented them from passing by another 
road, the rest of the cost to be contributed by the Grand Jury. 



George Blackburn, of Inchicore House, sworn. 

The road on the city side of the gate is in fair order — not 
prime order; the materials are not good; not broken stone, but 
gravel mixed with clay ; the consequence is, that it is almost 
always under repair. 



Michael Hackeit, sworn. 

He lives at Brooklawn, about four miles from the Post Office, 
Dublin, on this (the Mullingar) road, on the northern branch. 
He constantly travels on it ; it is not kept in good repair ; the 
material is wholly unfit; it is small stone got out of gravel 
pits and mixed with loam. 

The tolls are most injurious to property, more than he has 
language to express. 

The country is beautiful and picturesque; he knows no cause 
but the tolls that prevents it from being a neighbourhood of 
popular and fashionable resort. 



July 8, 1854. 

Mr. Cornwall appeared and produced thirty-one original 
debentures on the Kmnegad Trust. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Notes of Evidence. 



47 



By these instruments the treasurer was required to pay the 
whole interest out of the tolls, nothing being said as to prior 
charges. 



Henry Garnett, of Greenparls, county of Meath, sworn. 

Has been secretary to the Dublin, Slane, and Drogheda road 
ever since the commencement of the new Act in 1849 ; formerly 
there were two trusts ; there is now only one. The northern 
road, to which he was secretary before the last Act, was from 
Ashbourne to Drogheda and Slane. 

The other road, now included by the last Act, was private 
property belonging to the Messrs. Bourne. 

He produced the existing Act, which recites the former Acts. 
The accounts for the northern road, prior to 1849, were in his 
possession, but he has searched for them in vain and cannot 
produce them. 

The former trust had expired before the passing of the Act 
of 1849. He produced a minute book from 1827 to 1849, 
when the last Act passed. 

He produced the minute book and the account book of the 
consolidated road since the Act of 1849. 

There is only one debenture, the one for £200, Irish, 
mentioned in the 36th section of the Act, as held by Mr. Long. 

The balance of the bill of costs for procuring the Act (the 
first charge on the tolls) is not paid. This amounts to 
£282 15s. The interest on the debenture has been regularly 
paid up. 

The costs and expenses of procuring the Act were comprised 
in two bills of costs, viz. : — 

The Irish Solicitor’s Bill, . . £382 15s. Od. 

The English Solicitor’s Bill, . . £531 12s. Id. 

The English solicitor has been paid in full, and the Irish 

solicitor has been paid £100 on account. 

There has been paid out of the funds of the old trust, on 
account of the new, the following sums : — 

£ s. d. 

— 450 0 0 

Secretary’s expenses going to London six times, 67 10 0 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, paid do., 
and part transferred to the account of the new 
trust, . . . • • • . 53 2 11 

In the secretary’s hands, and applied to the new 
road, 37 10 10 



£608 3 9 

He gave in a complete printed account of the receipts and 
expenditure from the first contribution of the trust in 1849, to 
June, 1854. The account for the year ending 7th June, 1854, 
is included in Appendix C. 



July 8, 1854. 
Mr. Cornwall. 

Henry Garnett. 
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July 8 , 1854 . 
Henry Garnett. 



There is a fork in the road at Kilmoom, thirteen and a-half 
miles from Dublin. It there divides into two branches — one 
to Drogheda, the other to Slane. 

The road from Dublin to Drogheda is twenty-two Irish miles. 

It is nearly the same distance to Slane. 

There is between thirty-one and thirty-two miles of road to 
maintain, besides the piece of road which they (the trust) repair 
jointly with the Knocksedan Trust. 

There are seven gates on the road. The first gate next to 
Dublin is the Prospect gate, about three quarters of a mile 
from the city boundary. 

There is one a mile out of Drogheda, and one about three 
quarters of a mile from Slane. 

They (the trust) have let them all together to the same per- 
son since the passing of the Act, except two years, namely, 
from June, 1850, to June, 1852. 

They (the trust) had the tolls in their own hands immediately 
after the passing of the Act, from 1850 to 1851, and 1851 to 
1852. The Dublin gate paid more than half, namely, 
£567 16s. 0*d., from June, 1853, to June, 1854. The expen- 
diture of the trust for that year exceeded the receipts by 
£6 13s. 

Their estimated expenditure for next year, for repairs, would 
be £124 more. 

From July, 1851, the tolls were reduced — 

On carriages with two horses, from Is. to 8d. 

On gigs and jaunting cars, „ 6d. „ id. 

On carts, . . . „ 3d. „ 2d. 

And on milk carts, . . „ id. „ 3d. 

There has been a falling off of 12200 or £300 since this 
reduction. 

The road is as bad as it can be to nearly the sixth milestone 
from Dublin; after that it is in tolerably good repair’, till 
beyond Dublin, on the Drogheda branch, and from thence into 
Drogheda, it is in very bad repair. On the Slane branch, half 
in the centre is very bad. 

The traffic near Dublin is very great, and the road is bad, 
naturally, and very expensive to keep. It was badly made 
originally; it has a very soft bottom. The road cannot be 
kept in good repair out of the proceeds of the present tolls. 

Cross-examined. 

He was secretary on the southern division before 1849, at 
£50 a-year. 

The Drogheda gate is a mile from Drogheda, as directed by 
the Act of Parliament. 

When they reduced their toll they altered the board. There 
are forty trustees, twenty for each division, according to the 
Act. He (witness) is paid £36 a-year. The supervisor has 
£47 a-year. There is no other officer. 

Ten per cent, on the income is allowed for Officers. 

This includes all the salaries since May, 1853. 
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Robert Macauley , sworn. 

Is road surveyor. 

Has been supervisor of the road for twenty-six years. 

He confirmed Mr. Garnett’s statement as to the state of the 
road. 



The collector at the Prospect gate was paid, 


£ 


s. 


d. 


per week, when the tolls were not let, 


1 


0 


0 


At the Ashbourne gate, .... 


0 


12 


6 


„ Path do., .... 


0 


12 


6 


„ Kilmoon do., . 


0 


12 


6 


„ Duleek do., .... 


0 


15 


0 


„ Drogheda do. (he thinks), 


0 


10 


0 


„ Slaue do., .... 


0 


S 


0 


Total, .... 


£4 


10 


6 



July 8, 1854. 

Robert 

Macauley. 



This makes for all the gates, per annum, £235 6 0 



He is limited in expenditure, and is not allowed a horse, but 
was able to see to delivery of stone according to contract. 



Mr. Garnett re-examined. Mr- Garnett. 

The trust pay about £12 rent for three gates not their own. 

The other five are the property of the trust, and one is subject 
to a ground rent. 

The Dublin trustees are the cause of the bad state of the 
road near Dublin, as they would never allow money enough. 

The road has not been maintained by contract. 

He put in an estimate, included in Appendix. 

The mail-car travelled on the road within the last week. 

The mail contractors declined to take the road out of the hands 
of the trust. He thinks that, on the whole line, from £28 to 
£30 will be required to keep the road in repair. He is confi- 
dent that if the tolls had not been reduced there would have 
been ample sums for the necessary repairs. 



John William Bavlv, sworn. John William 

Bayly. 

Is a trustee of the line. The tolls were reduced in conse- 
quence of a threat on the part of persons using the line, that 
they would use another road ; and this they had done. This 
applies to the Prospect gate, but the change of tolls affected 
the whole line. The tolls are injurious to his property, near 
Finglas, where he lives. 

The neighbouring property is depreciated. 

The tolls prevent people from being accommodated with 
omnibuses and other public conveyances. 

William Henry Harding, sworn. William Henry 

Is a trustee of the road, and presented himself with notes Hard “ e ' 
purporting to show that the fair proportion was not expended 
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July 8, 1854. on p ar t of the road from Ashbourne to Dublin. He said, 
William Henry that from the commencement of the Act to 1854, £2,135 9s. 

Harding. only was expended on this part, comprising nine miles ; and 
that from Ashbourne to Slane, comprising twenty-two miles, 
the money expended on repairs amounted to £1,385. 

The aggregate receipts on the entire line for the same period 
he stated at £5,879 18s. 2 %d. 



)uncan . James Duncan, Esq. m.d., sworn: 

He lives in Gardiner’s-place, Dublin, and is a, trustee of the 
Dublin, Slane, and Drogheda road. 

The trust meetings have been held alternately at Dublin 
and Kilmoon (twelve miles off). This is because the trust con- 
sists of two sections. The Dublin members will not attend at 
Kilmoon, and all business done there is transacted by one 
section. Many of the trustees have no interest, and never 
attend. The shifting character of the body destroys all unity 
of action. Resolutions passed one day are repealed the next. 

Captain Lindsay presented himself to remove any impression 
that the directors on the Knocksedan line had been improperly 
appointed. He stated that this was never the case. 



William Cairns. William Cairns, sworn. 

He resides and occupies 120 Irish acres of land, within a mile 
of Drogheda, on the Dunleer road. He pays all the county 
rates of the barony, and seldom has occasion to use any of the 
county roads to which he contributes. 

He and his family have daily occasion to use about three- 
fourths of a mile of the Dunleer road with carts and convey- 
ances. 

- The gate stands between his farm and Drogheda. His 
baronial cess for — 

£ s. d. 

1851, was 15 13 0 

1852, „ 12 2 5 

1853, „ 10 5 2 

Half year, 1854, „ 6 2 9 

He pays the lessee of the. gate on the Dunleer line, between 
him and Drogheda, by composition, £10, and has done so for 
the last two years. 

His farm is in the barony of Lower Duleek. The Dublin, 
Slane, and Drogheda road goes through the same barony. He 
has other property in the barony. He thinks, most decidedly, 
as a landed proprietor, that it would be for his interest that all 
the roads should be maintained by the barony. 

He never heard of there being any general objection to roads 
being thrown on the baronies. He thinks it fair and equitable 
that the roads should be so thrown. He has about 600 Irish 
acres. 
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Notes of Evidence. 



The people of Drogheda complain most of the turnpikes, 
xlis property at Finglas is also most materially injured by 
turnpikes, as well as his property in Drogheda. 



July 8, 1854. 
W illiam Cairns. 



July 10, 1854. 

William Long, of Mary-street, Dublin, sworn. 

States that he is a holder of two debentures on the Dublin, 
Slane, and Drogheda Trust. They have been in possession of 
hrs family since they were granted, more than ten years ago. 
He gave .£200, Irish, for them, and has never parted with them 
since. 



July 10, 1854. 
William Long. 



The interest has been regularly paid. 
He has never put them up for sale. 



John Barlow, of Sybill Hill, Contarf, sworn. John BarIow ' 

Has been a trustee of the Dublin, Howth, and Malahide 
road more than twenty years. There was a debt when he first 
became a trustee. There is now no debt ; on the contrary, the 
trust has a small balance in the funds, about T300, above any 
balance in the treasurer’s hands. The tolls have been reduced 
since the debt was paid off. He has resided in that neighbour- 
hood all his life, near Clontarf. It is principally inhabited by 
occupiers of villas, and also by proprietors. Dollymount is 
much frequented by pleasure visiters. The walls that keep 
out the sea along the Clontarf road are repaired by the trust. 

Howth, to some extent, is _ a place of pleasure. There is a 
railway to Howth. He believes the present system to be 
cheaper than if roads were repaired by baronies. He t.bmkg 
that the opinion of the gentlemen in the neighbourhood is in 
favour of the present system. The roads are as good as any 
in the county of Dublin. 

Cross-examined. 

Has been chairman of the trust for many years. 

Mr. Hudson objected that the trustees had no right under 
the Act to reduce the original tolls. 

The receipts from tolls have been reduced more than they 
expected since the last reduction about six months ago. He 
considers that the experiment has not had a fair trial. 

The bad weather may have had some influence. Has stated 

that his objection to the turnpike system is, that it is partial 

not general. 

They appointed a county surveyor. 

The county does not pay so regularly as the trust does. 

Clontarf is not equal to the places on the south as a place of 
resort. 

He doubts whether the turnpikes have affected the buildings 
at Clontarf. The high toll on timber was imposed for the 
safety of the public, and exacted by way of penalty. 
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July 10*1854. 
John Barlow. 



Isaac Willan. 



James Power. 



Charles Farren 



Alex. Tate. 
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Omnibuses paid every time they passed till within a short 
time, when the trust was advised that they were only liable to 
pay once a-day. The omnibuses worked the road very 
severely. 

The nearest gate at which toll is received is at the foot of 
Ballybough bridge. Toll is taken there from all persons going 
to Richmond. 

Mr. Hudson referred to 7 and 8 Yict. c. 106, sec. 116, to 
show that toll levied at Ballybough is illegally levied, as being 
within 100 yards of the city boundary. 



Isaac Willan, of Garrick Hill, Malahide, sworn. 

Has a farm of 200 Irish acres, which he farms himself. He 
fhinVs he should pay more under the altered system than under 
the turnpike system. The general opinion of the occupiers 
round Malahide is, that the turnpike system had better be con- 
tinued. 

The farmers are content with the turnpike. The road is the 
best about Dublin. He travels by the railway, but sends in 
goods by cart, finding it cheaper. 



James Power, of Feltrim, near Malahide, sworn. 

He occupies a farm of sixty-eight acres. The farmers would 
rather the turnpike system be continued. He uses the road a 
great deal. 



Charles Farren, m.d., sworn. 

Once lived at Malahide, and has a house and land (100 acres) 
there still. , . ... 

If the county were polled (that is, the districts through winch 
these roads run), there would not be more than one in 100 
against the turnpike. He refers particularly to persons having 
an interest. , , . , 

He is intimately acquainted with the people, and has spoken 
to several. He had a property in the south, and from what he 
experienced there he would rather have the turnpike at Maia- 
hide than the other system. 



Alexander Tate, sworn. 

Is surveyor for one of three districts into which Dublin 
county is divided. , , 

His district includes the baronies of Castleknock, CooIock, 
and Newcastle. He has managed for the trustees of this (the 
Malahide) road since 1844. 

With one exception, the turnpike system extends over the 
whole of his district. The exception is the Naas Road, the 
trust on which expired five or six years ago ; besides these he 
has cross-roads under his care. 
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There are no first-class roads in his district under county 10 > ] 854. 
management excepting the Naas' road. He is satisfied that a Alette 
trust may manage its roads better than counties. 

. There is no other system by which roads can be maintained 
with equal efficiency at so small a cost. Under this trust 
there is, first, constant scientific supervision by a professional 
person. There are, secondly, trained and skilful overseers and 
labourers ; and there is certain and prompt payment at the end 
of each fortnight. 

He described the mode of management in the counties. 

They have no regular staff for the management of roads, 
and do not _ pay regularly, as the surveyor’s certificate of 
expenditure is required. 

The contract is rarely given to any person but the lowest 
bidder. 

The roads on the south are in better condition than on the 
north, if we except the Malaliide road. 

He is also a surveyor of the Dublin and Dunleer road. 

This road, in 1847 and 1848, was in a very bad condition ; 
it could not be worse. 

This is a road on which there is a great amount of debt. 

The trustees desired to have a contract for its maintenance, 
as, far as their funds extended. 

No contractor offered. The trustees then adopted the Mala- 
hide system, and employed him to carry it out. By this they 
saved a great deal. 

A general contract system is not the best for roads in this 
country. 

The roads repaired by the county, under the county surveyors, 
without contracts, are the best. 

On the south, where the roads are repaired by county pre- 
sentments, under surveyors of ability, they have cost more, 
proportionately, than the Malahide road. 

There are ratings on the south to the amount of £400 a 
mile. 

Cross-examined. 

He has £30 a-year from the Malahide Trust. 

„ 50 „ from the Dunleer Trust. 

„ 250 „ from the County. 

The contractor does not receive payment without a certificate 
from the county surveyor. 



William James Bradley, sworn. William James 

Is secretary of the Malahide Trust. Bradley. 

He produced the accounts, with a list of the trustees, which 
are included in Appendix A. 

The increase of receipts in 1853 was owing to the competi- 
tion of one omnibus proprietor, who wanted to get them into 
his own hands. 

The trust contributed £142 towards carrying the Ashbourne 
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July io, 1854. an (i Drogheda Road Act, to prevent that road from being 
William James thrown upon the barony. One of the trustees was paid his 
Bradley, expenses. 

He is secretary, at ,£27 a-year. 

He is also pay-clerk, at £15 a-year, and solicitor to the 
trustees. 

The last debt was paid off in 1851. The collectors are paid 
£2 4s. Gd. per week. 



j. E. v. Ver- J. E. V. Vernon, Esq., of Clontarf Castle, sworn. 

non, Esq. 

Is a Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Dublin, and a 
Grand Juror. 

He has 1,045 acres of land in this (the Clontarf) district. 

The nearest point of his property is from a quarter to half a 
mile from the city boundary. 

He is a trustee of the Malahide road. 

He has nearly three statute miles of frontage to the sea. 

He has invested some money there in buildings. 

He considers that the tolls are ruinous to the north side, as 
compared with the south. 

In travelling from Castleknock there would be four tolls 
to pay. 

There is a complete network of gates on the north side. 

It makes an immense difference to those who have building 
property that there should be turnpikes between them and 
Dublin. 

He puts in a resolution of the Grand Jury of the County of 
Dublin — moved by him and seconded by Colonel Taylor. (See 
Appendix.) 

He was appointed one of the committee of the Grand Jury 
to watch this commission. There was some discussion in the 
Grand Jury, and the resolution was opposed by some gentle- 
men, on the ground that the debts would be thrown on the 
county rate -payers. 

He is not of opinion the gentlemen of the barony of Coolock 
are opposed to the abolition of the system. 

He named Mr. Dargan (the projector of the Dublin Exhi- 
bition), and several other gentlemen resident on the Malahide 
road, who were opposed to the turnpike there. 



E. H. Moore. Edward Henry Moore, sworn. 

Resides at 12, North William-street. He is a general agent. 
He has been charged turnpike repeatedly, without passing 100 
yards on the road. 



J. Norwood. John Norwood, a.m., Barrister. 

He is a guardian of the North Dublin Union, and handed in 
a resolution passed unanimously by them on May 10th, 1854. 
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This Umon embraces several districts beyond the citv, amongst 
others the Clontarf and Malahide. 

He has property (and so has his father) both on the north and 
south sides of the city. 

He thinks the sanitary condition of the city injured bv the 
prevention of the export of manure. 



July 10, 1854. 
J. Norwood. 



Thomas M. Gresham , Esq., sworn. t.m. Gresham, 

Lives at Raheny Park, on the north road. Esq ‘ 

He possesses considerable building ground round there. 

He built two nice houses there. 

He did not find it a profitable investment, and left off build- 
ing in consequence. 

He has built on property which he possesses at Kingstown, 
lhe houses on the south side fetch double. 

He thinks the toll very prejudicial to his property on the 
north side. . J 



They asked him £20 a year as a composition for the tolls— 
this was for his own private conveyances, as a private gentle- 
man— not for building materials. He had only one cart. 

He thinks the Knocksedan turnpike is very prejudicial to the 
Botanic Gardens. 



July 11, 1854. July li, 1854. 

George J. Hornidge, sworn. G.J.Homidge. 

He has been treasurer of the Atlilone and Kinnegad road 
since 14th August, 1849, and a commissioner since 1843. He 

stated that the Acts for the regulation of the road are 30 

Geo. III. c. 40 (reciting earlier Acts); 31 Geo. III. c. 49; 50 
Geo. III. c. 134. 

The road comprises thirty Irish miles, less ninety perches. 

This is a single line, branching from the Mullingar road at 
Kinnegad to Athlone. It passes through Kilbeggan and Moate. 

It is all in Westmeath, with the exception of about two miles 
and a half in the King’s County. 

The road is in very fail- condition. 

There have been always five directors (the number required 
by the Act) within his knowledge. 

The practice as to the auditing of the accounts has been 
to submit them once a year to a meeting of the commissioners. 

The accounts are made up to the 26th June in each year. 

The accounts have been certified by such meeting, never 
consisting of less than seven. 

_ All the accounts are signed by not less than seven commis- 
sioners. 

He puts in accounts included in Appendix G. 

The Galway railway opened in 1851, upon which direct traffic 
by coach and other public conveyances ceased on the road. 

The resulting loss to this trust was nearly T400 per annum. 

He puts in account showing the cause of the reduction of 
Tolls. 

The amount of debentures is^ 1,850. (See list in Appendix G.) 
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Juli 11, 1854. 
G. J. Hornidge. 



The interest has been paid regularly on all, except four (for 
£25 each), on which no interest has been applied for since 18th 
February, 1836. There were funds to pay it if applied for. 
The rate of interest on the debentures is six per cent. 

The Act is perpetual. 

He rather expects an increase of tolls in the next year than 



He thinks they have suffered as much as they are likely to 
do from the railroads, and may expect to benefit by the general 
improvement of the country. 

The contracts for repairs have been — 

£ s. d. 

For 1852, 305 9 9 

„ 1853, 361 1 11 

„ 1854, 343 0 0 

” 1855, 321 15 0 

He is of opinion that the trust will be able to go on paying 
interest on the debentures. 



There are six gates, and one side gate, to the Kilbeggan gate. 

There is only one case of two gates, each exacting toll, 
within four miles of each other. 

The road is divided into three divisions, and a traveller pays 
only one toll in each. 

He is not aware of any transfer of the debentures, except 
that he paid the interest to Mr. Cornwall on Mr Lambert’s. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Hudson. 

He is a landholder. He gives no security as treasurer. 

His sureties were approved of, but the bond was never 



6 He attends the board as treasurer. Mr. Cuffe is a director, 
and a holder of debentures. Mr. Cuffe has been long a director. 



Anthony Matthews sworn. 

Is supervisor of the half of the road from Athlone to Kilbeggan. 
Has been so for four or five years. 

His salary is £20, Irish. 

The road is in fair order. 

It may be kept in repair for from £10 to £12 a mile, except 
two miles, which average £20 a mile. 



j Ha ii. Joseph Hall sworn. 

Is supervisor of the other division of this road. 

The condition of this division is very fair. 

It may be kept in good repair (and is) for from £7 to £10 
per mile. His salary is £20, Irish. 



July 12, 1854. 

July 12, 1854. John Nolan, sworn, 

j. Nolan. j s a builder, residing at Meredith-place, Dublin; he has 
been engaged in building at St. Doulough’s; in building a 
dwelling-house and offices there. 
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He was charged 19s. Qd. for carrying timber through the My 12 , 1834. 
Clontarf gate (carried long ways) ; he has refused to pay this, John 
and has gone round by another road to prevent his horse and ° n ° a ° 
cart from being seized for the penalty. 



Arthur Phillips, sworn. Arthur Phillip,. 

Resides at No. 4, North Richmond-street, Dublin, and is 
supervisor and sole manager of the Ratoath road. There is no 
secretary. 

The Acts for its regulation are 31 Geo. III., 3-37; 37Geo.III. 
c. 29; and 39 Geo. III. c. 46. The trust now depends on the 
Annual Continuation Act. 

The road is seven and a-half miles in extent. 

It begins at Cabra turnpike, about three-quarters of a-mile 
from Dublin. 

There is only one gate — the Cabra gate ; it ends at Belgree. 

The road is now in very good condition ; it has been very 
much improved within the last three years ; it is not affected 
by railways. 

It is greatly used by the county Meath people. 

He puts in accounts included in Appendix D. 

There is no debt on the road; the former debt has been 
paid off. 

Cross-Examined. 

He has many employments, and collects various rates. 

Mr. Hudson here called attention to 56 Geo. III. c. 86, s. 22, 
passed July 2nd, 1816, as continuing the trust for thirty-one 
years; and 7 and 8 Geo. IV., c. 66, repealing that Act; and 12 
and 13 Vic., which repeals 7 and 8 Geo. III. 

Examination resumed . 

Mr. Thompson is the treasurer ; the tolls have always been 
let; his salary is ^25 a year; this is the only salary on the road. 

It goes altogether through the barony of Castleknock, with 
the exception of a few perches. In the barony of Castleknock 
there is about six and a-half miles of the Dublin, Slane, and 
Drogheda road; about seven and a-half of the Navan road; 
two miles of the Mullingar turnpike road, and seven and a-half 
miles of the Ratoath. The expense of that would he about 
£ 1,200 a year, or 8 d. in the pound. 



William Humphrey, sworn. William Hi 

He resides at Cabra Villa and occupies a grazing farm, and pbre y- 
takes in night cattle for the Dublin market. Tolls for these are 
charged at the Ratoath gate, and if the cattle come in before 
midnight and leave in the morning, two tolls are payable ; for 
the last year and a-half only one toll has been charged. 

The toll is 10(2. a score on sheep, and Id. each on horned 
cattle. He found the tolls so expensive that he was obliged to 
give up taking in cattle. 
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July 12, 1854. There were so many other farmers on the Dublin side of the 
WiiiilmHum- g a ^ e who were ready to take in cattle that he was obliged to 
1 phwy. ^ pay the toll to compete with them; he is paid 20 d. a score for 
the night. 

He only used the Ratoath road for a quarter of a mile, or a 
little better. 

For a short time he drove the cattle round a mile and a-half 
to avoid the toll, and then the trust compromised for one toll 
for night cattle. 

He claimed a reduction from his landlord on account of the 
turnpike, and he got a reduction of ;£6 a year on that account. 
He has paid as much as £12 a year for the tolls. 



July 15, 1854. July 15, 1854. 

Peter Ponsonby Deter Ponsonby Metye, sworn. 

Lives at Athlumney, Cavan, aitd is a member of the Grand 
Jury of the county of Meath. 

He receives £16 3s. 10 d. a year for rent of a portion of the 
Navan road. 

The only reason why the road was made a turnpike was, he 
believes, that it was principally used by drays and carmen from 
the counties of Fermanagh, Cavan, and Meath. This reason 
exists still for keeping it a turnpike. 

The railways have taken away a great number of the Navan 
carmen, but has not reduced those from other places ; the 
drays do great injury to the road. 

He does not expect the Navan branch of railway will be 
carried farther. 

The Navan road is a mail-coach road, and the mails are not 
carried by railway. The expense of the road will, therefore, 
fall upon the county if the turnpike is abolished. 

He never heard of debentures on the road ; he never saw a 
road in such good repair ; the mails are not carried by railway, 
because the mail contractors cannot agree with the directors. 



Anthony Duffy. Anthony Duffy 

Appeared and produced four debentures on the Dunleer road, 
the property of Mrs. Anna Maria E. O’Brien. 

He did not know what she gave for them, and could not state 
any thing connected with them upon oath, as he only came to 
produce the debentures. 



James Peebles, James Peebles, Esq., SWOm. 

Es< i- Is a member of the Irish bar ; the Kinnegad and Athlone 
road runs through the county of Westmeath; he holds some 
property at Ballycumber, King’s County, where there are. no 
turnpikes; in passing from his house to the railway station, 
in Meath, he passes over five or six perches of the Kinnegad 
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r ° a< !.k e fc> re coming to the turnpike gate, which is in the town My 15, 1864. 
ot Meath and he is obliged to pay at that gate; the road 
diverges, to force the King’s County people to use the road. E S q? e es ’ 
| he Kings County people cannot have a road to Moate 
without the consent of the Westmeath Grand Jury. 



Joseph Augustus W. Hill, sworn. JosephAugustua 

Produced and verified the accounts and statements as to the 
Navan road, which were included in the Appendix E. 

He has been employed by the Board of Works nearly twenty 
years, and has had the superintendence of the Navan tolls since 
the Board of Works first undertook the collection of them, in 
March, 1842. 

Cross-examined. 

The 59th Geo. III. c. 109, expired in 1850. 

The trust is continued by the Annual Boad Act. 

He is superintendent; he receives £100 a year, and pays his 
own expenses. 

He has also £30 salary as payments. 

There is an overseer at 25 s. a week. 

There are six gate-keepers — five at 16s. a week each, and 
one at a guinea a week. 

Part of the road now (since the Dublin Improvement Act) 
repaired by the city has never been transferred to the city. 

The road is in excellent order. 

He believes it is in the best order of any road in Ireland. 

The road may be avoided by going through the park. 

A great number of houses have been built recently within 
the first gate and the city boundary. 

Since the gate on the Circular Road has been removed, 
houses have been built further out ; and he has no doubt the 
removal of that gate has led to the new buildings within the 
existing gate. 



Mr. Buckley (from Solicitor of Board of Works) Mr. Buckley. 

Explained that the powers of the Exchequer Loan Commis- 
sioners (defined by 3 Geo. III. c. 86, s. 24) are transferred to 
the Board of Works by 1 and 2 William IV. c. 33, s. 48 ; and 
that the tolls have been seized by virtue of these powers. 

The tolls are imposed by the Navan Act, and the Annual 
Continuance Act. 

There is also a power of selling the tolls to discharge loans, 
like a power of sale in mortgages. 



George Fleetwood, sworn. George Fleet _ 

Produces five debentures on the Mulli n gar road, the pro- wood ‘ 
perty of Miss Ford. 
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July 15, 1854. He has had them in his possession since she received them 
Geo. Fleetwood from the bequest of her uncle, the original grantee, in 1796. 

He has received interest regularly, with the exception of the 
last half-year, when he mistook the day. 

They have never been in the market. 

He does not think any of these debentures have been in the 
market. 



John Trimmer (from Board of Works) 

Produced a statement (printed in the Appendix E.) of the loan 
account of the Navan road, taken from the books of the office, 
which he has verified. 



July 17, 1854. 



July 17, 1854. 



Joseph Timothy Joseph Timothy Duffy , m.d., sworn. 

Duffy, m.d. Liwgg at Eagle House, Finglas. 

He has frequently travelled the Dublin, Slane, and Ash- 
bourne road to Drogheda, for thirteen years, and it has been 
very badly kept. 

His tolls have amounted to £8 or £10 a-year on the average. 

He occupies about six acres of land. He lives at Finglas, 
about two miles from Dublin. 

In winter the roads are impassable. In summer the road is 
full of ruts. 



Peter Carney. -Peter Carney, sworn. 

He lives two miles from Drogheda, a mile from the gate on 
the Dunleer road. 

He occupies 150 Irish acres, and the turnpike lies between 
him and the lime-kiln. 

His county cess is from £18 to £25 yearly. He contracts 
for his toll £2 yearly. The occupiers on another road get to 
the lime-kiln without toll. 

He contributes to county cess for other roads. The feeling 
in his neighbourhood is that the roads should be kept by 
county cess. The Dunleer turnpike road is not in good order. 



MichaelFenton. Michael Fenton, sworn. 

Has been secretary to the Carlow and Dublin road since 5th 
May, 1843. Had been previously treasurer. Was elected 
treasurer in May 11th, 1841. La Touche’s bank have been 
treasurers since May 1843, without salary. 

The trust has only till 1860 to run. 

He produced and verified the accounts included in Appen- 
dix K. 

The opening of the Carlow railroad in 1846, and the open- 
ing of the high road by Naas (where the turnpikes were taken 
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off, about 1848,) were the chief causes of the subsequent decline Jul ’J 17,1844. 
of the receipts. — 

The chief receipts of tolls are from the Dolphin’s Barn gate. ' C * eQt ° n ‘ 



Of this road there lies in the county of 

Dublin, 7 1 I 41 

Kildare, 11 4 32 

Wicklow, 21 4 24A 

It does not extend to Carlow, but ends at Cold Town, in the 
county of Kildare. 

It has been in good condition. He has not seen it for a 
month. 

The contract for repairs ended June 1st, and none has been 
entered into since ; nor have any repairs been done on account 
of the condition of their accounts. 

The trust made an application to the counties of Kildare 
and Wicklow, under sec. 73 of the Act. Tins application 
proceeded in the assumption that the receipts would not suffice 
to meet the charge for repairs, which takes precedure of the 
debentures. 

The county of Wicklow has granted several sums of money 
to several contractors to repair parts of the road, as a county 
road. 

Cross-examined. 

There were fifty-two trustees. Many have died off. The 
vacancies have not been regularly filled up ; they have not the 
full number. The secretary and the engineer are the only 
officers. 

The engineer has £25 a-year; the secretary, ,£50 a-year. 

There are nine gates on the road. 

The collectors’ wages came to £158 10s. 9d., for the collect- 
ing of the tolls for the last year, besides houses for the col- 
lectors to live in. 

Each collector gives a promissory note, by way of security, 
which is secured by two other persons. Two or three are 
trusted without any security. They have ticket books by way 
of check. All tickets are returned to the secretary. They 
have discovered frauds, and dismissed the guilty person. 

He put in resolutions of the Board in February. (See 
Appendix K.) 

There was another meeting, and a resolution last March, to 
the effect that they should apply to the counties for assistance 
to repairs. The road was made a mail-coach road. A mail 
car goes every day by this road to Blessington. 

The checks are given to him to pay over the amount. He 
has given security to the amount of one thousand pounds. 

The accounts have not been published in the papers, but 
printed copies have been sent to the debenture holders and 
trustees. 
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July 17, 1854. The road through Wicklow was made at the expense of the 

MickaelFenton. COUnty. 

The money was advanced by the Loan Commissioners in 
1834, except £750 in 1835. 

No increase of tolls is expected; and he does not expect to 
be able to pay the interest. 

There are two parallel roads through the county of Wicklow. 



James s. M. James S. M. Richardson, sworn. 

Richardson. Lives on the Carlow road, about a quarter of a mile from the 
Dublin gate. His county cess is about £9 or .£10 a-year. He 
occupies twenty-five acres, and pays £6 or £7 toll at the gate. 
He paid £8 17s. Sd. in 1849. He makes several joumies a day 
to save toll ; otherwise the toll would be double. 

He pays 4.d. toll on a puncheon of grain, which costs Is. 
Manure is excepted, and so are potatoes, hay, and com in the 
straw, and all farm implements. 

The road is very bad. It is only required for local traffic. 



William Smart. William Smart, sworn. 

He lives on this road, about three-quarters of a mile from 
the Dublin gate. He has not quite three acres of land. He 
pays about £1 4s. county cess. He pays about £6 a-year toll 
for one horse and cart, and is obliged to come into town almost 
every day. 

It is as bad a road as any he ever travelled on in Ireland. 
The county surveyor admitted its badness in 1852. Property 
outside the turnpike will not let; no one will build on it, 
except from necessity. It is a local road. 



Michl.Donough. Michael Donough, sworn. 

He lives about three quarters of a mile from the Dublin 
gate. He occupies 200 acres. His county cess is about £25 
a-year. Last year it was £30. He sends his cart round a 
mile and a-half, because he finds the turnpike so very ex- 
pensive. 

He pays nearly £15 or £20 a year toll. 

The tolls depreciate his houses ; he cannot let them on that 
account. The moment any one proposes to let a house there, 
the cry is, “ Oh, the turnpike ! ” The neighbourhood is conse- 
quently in a backward state. The road is almost always in a 
bad state. 



The Rev. James Elliott , s sworn. 

Is perpetual curate of Crumlin. On this road, about a mile 
from the Circular Hoad, the road is very bad. There is none 
but local traffic near Crumlin. The turnpike prevents invalids 



Rev. James 
Elliott. 
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from taking lodgings there ; and prevents people from coming 17 > 1854 - 
to his church. The turnpike very much depreciates property R e 77mes 
in Crumlin. Elliott. 



Thomas Crosier, sworn. Th°s- Crosier. 

Is a solicitor of Dublin, and is the holder of one debenture 
on the Carlow road, for £100. It was by his advice that Mrs. 

Sarah Hill advanced the money for which her debenture was 
granted. He considered the tolls at that time good security. 

He was solicitor to the Board, and got the Act of Parlia- 
ment. He is so still. 

He sold one for the full value; and as the holder complained, 
he thought himself hound in honour to take it back. 

He is satisfied that the money was laid out upon the road, 
and that the trust was well conducted. He was under the 
impression that he took his debentures in payment of his costs. 

He never expected to lose a shilling by the debentures. He 
thought them a good investment. 



JULY 18, 1854. July 18, 1854. 

Arthur Barlow, Solicitor, of Dublin, sworn. ArthuTiarlow. 

Is treasurer of the Dublin and Dunleer Trust. He has been 
so since 1821. 

The Act on which the trust now depends is 10 Geo. IV., 
c. 63, to take effect from 31st May, 1829, and to remain in force 
for thn'ty-one years from that date, and thence to the end of 
the then next session of Parliament. It has six years to run. 

It recites former Acts. The first-recited Act is 29 Geo. III., 
c. 59, entitled, “An Act for improving and repairing the road 
from Dublin to Dunleer.” There were preceding Acts: the 
first being 5 Geo. II., c. 15, 1, 9, under which all the money 
was borrowed. The whole of the debentures bear date in 1735 ; 
at least all he has seen. 

[He puts in and verifies the accounts which are comprised in 
Appendix B.] • 

Since the opening of the Drogheda railway, the receipts 
have fallen off. Public conveyances, such as mails, have been 
taken off. 

When he was appointed treasurer in 1821, there was three 
years arrear of interest. There was never, at any time within 
his recollection, less than this arrear. 

They have been able within the last four years, to order three 
dividends : one in 1849, of two per cent, on the capital; one in 
1851, of the same amount; and one in January last, the order 
for which was stayed on his remonstrance. 

He has been subsequently directed to pay this dividend, and 
has money for the purpose; part of this is the balance of two 
former dividends, not claimed. This was the ground of his 
hesitation. 

There are 270 debentures, at £50 (Irish) each, making 
£12,361 11s. 4 d., principal; £9,163 Os. 4 d. arrears of interest. 
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July 18 , 1854 . The trustees discussed their liabilities at the last meeting ; 

Arthur Barlow, and thought they should still be able to pay one per cent, per 
annum. 

If the potato cultivation were restored, there would be a 
prospect of increasing toll. As things stand at present, they 
expect to be able to go on paying one per cent, on the princi- 
pal debt. 

The road is in good order. They allowed for all expenses 
necessary to keep it up in their prospective estimate. 

It was the high-road towards the north ; a mail coach road. 
There was a time when the trust received £133 odd, per quar- 
ter, from the post office. 

The Drumcondra gate is just outside the Circular Road. 

Cross-examined. 

The trustees generally held their meetings fifteen miles from 
Dublin. The extent of the road is thirty-eight statute miles 
in one line. There are no branches. They do not repair 
through Drogheda. He does not believe there is any trustee 
from the county of Louth. 

Since 1844, there have been seventy-three actual meetings, 
and seventeen times there was an adjournment for want of 
attendance. Three trustees form a quorum. He did not attend 
the general meetings. He was in the habit of sending his 
accounts by the clerk of the trust. He did not send the cheques. 
He does not keep a separate account for the trust. It is kept 
with his own money in the Bank of Ireland. He never gave 
security. 

The clerk has £10 a year, the treasurer ;£30 do., the secre- 
tary 4250 do. 

His father has told him that he paid twenty guineas for a 
£50 debenture. This was before he was born. He knows of 
no other sale. 

The last payment, prior to 1849, was in July, 1846, when 
interest was paying up to 1841. There was no payment of 
dividend or interest from 1846 to 1849. 



Robert C. Damon, sworn. 

Lives near Swords, and is clerk of the road. He has been 
so ten years, at £10 per year. 

His duty is to keep the hooks. He attends the meetings of 
trustees. Adjourned meetings are not generally advertised. 
There are nine qualified trustees. 



Alex. Tate. Alexander Tate re-examined. 

The road is generally in good condition. The system 
followed, under his direction, is nearly the same as od the 
Malahide road. 
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He gave several instances of the inferiority of the contract M y 18 . 1854. 
system. He has not been on the Dunleer road within six AiexTiate. 

The work is done by day labourers, under an overseer. Is 
not sure whether he has been on this road within four months. 

At one time he had to go very often to see to the road. The 
Dublin end of the road is the most expensive. No part of the 
road is kept by contract. There are only two overseers. Has 
found the overseer for the road from Swords to Dunleer at his 
duty when he went unexpectedly. 



Robert E. Dawson re-examined. E. Dawson. 

In 1846 the trustees were served with notice by some of the 
ratepayers to repair the road, under a threat of indictment. 

The farmers attended a meeting of the trustees, to represent 
the bad state of the road. This was the year when an instal- 
ment of interest was paid. 



Thomas M‘ Court, sworn. Thos.M‘Court. 

Lives at Lansdown, near Swords, just beyond the second 
Swords’ gate. He occupies 150 acres of land, about eight miles 
from Dublin. Manure is free on one gate, the one on the other 
side of Swords ; he pays for his manure at the other, which is 
between his farm ancl Dublin. 

His tolls average 4s. or 5s. a week. His county cess is about 
£20 a year. 

The road is in middling order. 



Owen Beahan, sworn. 0we “ Beahan. 

Lives at Lissen Hall, the other side of Swords. He is the 
owner of 210 Irish acres, of which he occupies 110 himself. 

He pays from £8 to ,£9 a year tolls on the Dunleer road. His 
county cess is from £>16 to .£17. His tenant pays toll also. 

His own property is very heavily rated. 

The poor always complain of the turnpike gates. He has 
often given half-pence to poor people to enable them to clear 
the gates. 



James Brangan, sworn. Jas. Brangan. 

Lives at Swords. Holds land, and is a mill-owner. He has 
about 280 statute acres there. In or about 1846, the people 
in the neighbourhood employed a solicitor, to take proceedings 
on account of the bad state of the road. 

The directors were shown up in the papers, and they under- 
took to put the road in repair, upon which the proceedings 
were dropped. 

He pays about £12 or £213 a year in tolls. His county cess 
is £220 a year. 

x 
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July 18, 1 854. His property is divided — one part is on one side of the turn- 
Jas. Brangan. pike, and the other on the other side. 

There is a gate on each side of the town on the main line 
of road through the Town of Swords. 



Thos. Higgin- Thomas Higginbotham, sworn. 

botham. 

He has property outside the Drumcondra gate, namely, six 
houses. The turnpike interferes with the letting of these 
houses, and depreciates their value. He built there in some 
expectation that the gate would be removed. 



Thos. Dignam. Thomas Dignam, sworn. 

Lives on the other side of Drumcondra turnpike, and has a 
mill and property there, which are depreciated bv the gate. 



Thomas Kelly. Thomas Kelly, Town Clerk of Drogheda, 

Puts in a resolution adopted by the Corporation of Drogheda 
against the continuance of turnpikes in their vicinity, which 
it describes as highly injurious to their town and trade. (See 
Appendix.) 



July 20, 1854. July 20, 1854. 

John Gradweii. John Gradwell, of Flatten Hall, County Meath, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of the county. 

He lives on the Dublin, Slane, and Drogheda road. 

Last winter it was in an almost impassable state — so much so, 
that whenever he could he took the county road by preference. 

He occupies 300 acres of land there. It is his wish that the 
turnpikes should be abolished, and the roads maintained by 
county cess. He thinks that is the opinion of the farmers in 
his neighbourhood. 

He does not think the tolls are sufficient to keep that road 
in good order. 

His county cess is light, not, he thinks, more than about 
j 815 a year. 

The county roads are in perfect order. 

Last winter the road near the park was flooded, through the 
negligence of the trustees, and he was put to considerable 
expense in consequence, as regards the draining in his demesne. 



James Gemon. James Gernon, jun., of Athcame Castle, County Meath, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of the county, and has been twice on the 
Grand Jury. He was summoned for this Grand Jury. 

He has about 320 acres, most of it in his own occupation. 
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The road between Duleek and Drogheda is commonly in Jtd y 20 > 18s 4- 
very bad condition. J Jm — - 

Lime is much used as manure in his neighbourhood, and 
pays toll. 

It is his wish that the turnpikes should be abolished, and 
the roads kept by county cess. This is the universal wish of 
the occupiers and owners in that neighbourhood. 



David Henry S/ierrard, sworn. D. H. Sherrard. 

Lives at Thomdale, in the district of Driimcondra, near the 
Dunleer road. He is the land agent of Sir Compton Domville. 

±le has been so more than forty years. 

He considers that the tolls on the Dunleer road are pre- 
judicial to Sir Compton Domville’s property. The tenants, in 
taking the land, always take the toll into account. 

He is a landholder himself, and suffers from the tolls. 

He pays tolls on manure on that road. 



Alexander Norman, sworn. Alex. Norman. 

Lives in Temple-street, Dublin. He is agent to the Lord 
Mountjoy estate. He has been receiver since 1837. 

His father was agent from 1807. 

The estate lies close on the Drumcondra district. It extends 
nearly from the Finglas road to the Clontarf road. 

It contains a great deal of building ground. 

The turnpikes have prejudiced the property, both inside 
and outside the turnpike gates. The greatest injury is to the 
outside. 

There has been of late no increase of building at all on the 
outside of the gates, and parties on the city side of the gates 
have complained of the tolls. 



Robert M‘Mee/can, sworn. R. WMeekan. 

He resides at Ballinville, on the south side. 

He has been employed as valuer for the North and South 
Unions. He is now valuer under Mr. Griffiths. 

It is his duty to value all new houses built within the North 
and South Dublin Unions. 

The unions are subdivided into electoral divisions. 

[He puts in and verifies returns of new houses built in the 
toll districts, and of new houses built in the districts free from 
toll in the same. (See Appendix.)] 

The tolls are not the only cause of the difference. They 
form one great bar against building on the north side. 

After the turnpike on the Naas road was done away the road 
was greatly improved, and agricultural property on the line 
increased in value. 

x 2 
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July 20, 1854. 
M. Gaffney. 



C. Macdonnell. 



Darby Cole. 



F. Osborne. 



Jas. Hickey. 



Mathew Gaffney , sworn. 

He lives on the Kinnegod road. He is snrrmmded hy turn- 

pikes- . 

There are three near him, and he is always obliged to pass 
through one of them in going from his farm. 

He occupies 125 acres. He sometimes pays more than 6s. 
a week in toll. 

His county cess is not more than £5 a year. 

He cannot go to a mill, to a ford, or to get fuel, or to sell 
his wheat, if he uses a horse or car, without paying toll. 



Cornelius Macdonnell, sworn. 

He lives in Kinnegad, and has 300 acres. The gate is be- 
tween him and the railway station. He generally sends his 
farm produce to market hy rail, and pays 6 d. toll on each cart 
or carriage. 



Darby Cole, sworn. 

Lives at Kinnegad, and occupies 300 acres. 

There is a patent for four fairs a year in Ki n negad. Only 
one good fair has recently been held. 

The reason why no more are held is the tolls. 

There is no market also on account of the tolls. 

He attempted to revive those fairs, and found the turnpikes 
the greatest obstacle. 



Francis Osborne, sworn. 

Lives at Smithstown, near Drogheda, and is a magistrate of 
the county of Meath. 

He is on the Dunleer road, and he cannot go two miles one 
way, without paying one turnpike ; nor three miles the other 
way, without paying two turnpikes. He has 200 acres of land 
in his own hands. 

He pays £ 5 or £ 6 a year turnpike. 

His county cess is now about ^10 or ;£12 a year. 

The tolls press hard on farmers all along the line. 



James Dickey, sworn. 

Resides in Dublin. He is a builder. 

He has built, on contract, many houses in the toll-free districts. 

He has not built in the toll districts. 

When he speaks to gentlemen about speculating in building 
on the north, the first objection is always the cost and the 
inconvenience of toll gates. 

He is of opinion, that if the toll gates had been removed from 
the north side years ago, the southern suburban districts would 
not have been so prosperous, but that the northern would have 
been equally built upon. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Notes of Evidence. 6 9 

James M‘Owen, sworn. 

Lives at Cloghran, on the Dunleer road. In 1845 he asso- 
ciated himself with other occupiers on that road to complain 
of its bad state. 

He employed a surveyor to report on the road. He employed 
Mr. Jacob Owen. His report was put in. It described the road 
as in a very had state. 



William Neville, sworn. 

He lives in the neighbourhood of Drumcondra. 

He is a landscape gardener, and has been connected with the 
improvements of Dublin for twenty years. He thinks the north 
has natural advantages, in point of situation and soil, over the 
south, hut is depreciated by the turnpikes. 

He took land on the north for building, and with the view of 
letting part of it for building. 

He afterwards turned it to agricultural purposes. 

He put in the following letter, addressed to a trustee of land 
at Clontarf, and stated that he knew the circumstances to be 
as stated : — 

23, Mecklenburgb-street, 
May 10, 1854. 

Sir, — I would not think of building at Clontarf at present. If the 
turnpikes are removed, I will take ground for six houses from you, on 
the terms you propose. The tolls on timber and all building materials 
would come to a large sum on the building of six houses. This deters 
me from building on the north side of the city. 

(Signed,) John Walsh. 

Hugh Boyd, Esq., 

Sion Hill. 



July 22, 1854. 

Edward Senior, Poor Law Commissioner, sworn. 

He resides at Ashtown. He can, and does, approach Dublin 
without passing through a turnpike gate. He read a paper 
pointing out the general evils of the turnpike system. 

The turnpike roads round Dublin are generally worse than 
the county roads. 

The backward state of the north suburbs of Dublin is in a 
great measure attributable to the tolls. He thinks it would 
not he fair to charge the city ratepayers with the debts of the 
turnpike trusts, as they keep up their own roads and streets. 



Sir John Kingsmill, Kt., sworn. 

Lives at the Hermitage near Lucan ; is a magistrate of the 
county. Being an invalid, and having just risen from a sick bed to 
attend, he requested permission to read as his evidence, a writ- 
ten paper, to the accuracy of which, as regards the facts stated 
in it, he pledged himself. 



July 20, 1854. 
Jas. M‘Owen. 



Wm. Neville. 



July 22,1854. 
Edward Senior. 



SirJ. Kingsmill. 
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July 22 , 1854. He thinks the system of hiring surveyors for a small salary 

SirJ.Kingsmiil. is a great evil in the turnpike system. 

The property near Lucan is depreciated by the turnpikes. 
He cannot get so much for dairy land on account of the tolls. 
It has driven all the dairymen, who used to come to Lucan, 
over to the Naas road. 

He knew a case in which, by agreement, rent was to be 
reduced T5 if the tolls were abolished. 

He thinks the toll, at least, equal to Is. or Is. 6 d. on the acre 
to the farmer, on an average. He means in his own neigh- 
bourhood, near Lucan. 

He has paid 2s. in the pound county cess, part of which went 
to keep up roads which he never used at all. 

The following is a copy of the written deposition, read as 
his evidence, by Sir John Kingsmill. 

Sir John Kingsmill, being duly sworn on his oath, states as 
follows : — 

I have devoted a good deal of time and attention to the 
investigation of this question, particularly as it regards the 
Dublin and Mullingar turnpike road. I have acted as chairman 
of the committee appointed to procure the abolition of the tolls 
on that road, from the commencement of the movement till the 
present time. 

I beg to hand into the Commissioners a printed copy of the 
report of that committee, dated 16th September, 1853 ; as the 
chairman who drew up that report, I consider myself respon- 
sible for its contents. 

It contains a simple narrative of facts, as they presented 
themselves to the committee, and from which they drew, as 
they believed, inevitable conclusions against the injustice and 
hardship, and many evils, in attempting to maintain the present 
system of turnpike management and its support. 

I hope Her Majesty’s learned Commissioners will take the 
trouble to read that report as a part of my evidence ; and that 
they will acquit me, as the writer of it, and the committee, from 
the charge made against us of imputing personal or improper 
motives to the commissioners of the road ; nothing was further 
from our views or intentions. 

It is, however, a satisfaction to know that the Duke, with 
his usual patriotic sentiments, has arrived at the same conclu- 
sion as the members of the committee, although, perhaps, not 
for the same reasons, namely — that it will be for the public 
advantage to abolish the turnpike tolls. Indeed in all the 
communications I have had with so many parties and classes, 
I have never met with a different opinion, except from one or 
two individuals who personally benefited by the system. The 
only obstacle that has ever presented itself to the mind of any 
one has been the settlement of the debenture debt. I think that 
that part of the subject is fairly commented upon in our report; 
and that it will be admitted by impartial judges, that we 
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exhibited the utmost anxiety for an equitable adjustment of Jdy 22,1854. 
the matter with the debenture holders. sirJ.Kingsmiii. 

It is my individual opinion that the whole question resolves 
itself into one of present value, to be ascertained by competent 
actuaries. I can see no distinction between a terminable interest 
in tolls under an Act of Parliament, and a terminable interest 
in any other property secured by lease or deed, if that interest 
is made dependent on contingencies, the nature and extent of 
those contingencies must form an element in the valuation. 

"We have been unable to ascertain, with any degree of accu- 
racy, the market value of these debentures at former periods. 

The Act of Parliament required every transfer to be registered 
with the treasurer ; and if that had been complied with, every 
debenture could be traced from its first possessor to the present 
holder, and might have been some criterion on which to form 
an opinion. 

The nominal value of the debentures appears to be above the 
saleable value ; which latter, after all, may not be the true value, 
because a purchaser may have paid too much or too little for 
a debenture. The debenture holders ought to receive, and the 
public ought to pay or secure, the value of the debentures at 
their present worth, to be ascertained by a proper scientific 
valuation, by a competent actuary; nothing could be more just 
and equitable to all parties. I understand that the debenture 
holders say that they are content with the present security; 
but that contentment rests upon the presumption that the 
term of the present Act of Parliament will be again renewed 
from time to time. But should that presumption be well- 
founded, the tolls can never be abolished, nor the debentures 
be ever paid off, so as to relieve the public from the grievances 
which they complain of. Some immediate settlement, there- 
fore, of the question is absolutely necessary, or the agitation 
will be continued ad infinitum, and the prospect of a satisfac- 
tory termination of the difficulties will be diminished. 

I think postponement will be detrimental both to the deben- 
ture holders and to the public. What greater chance will there 
be of a satisfactory adjustment at the expiration of the present 
Act, in 1879, than at the present time? The nominal value of 
the debentures would remain the same, but the actual value 
will naturally diminish annually, like expiring interest under a 
lease without a covenant for perpetual renewal. Turnpike acts 
contain no clauses tantamount to such a covenant. 

If the vested interest of the Commissioners of the road in 
the tolls, for the residue of the term created by the Act of Par- 
liament, could be treated like a vested interest in any other 
property charged with debts, the value of the debentures would, 
lik e the value of other incumbrances, be soon ascertained in the 
Incumbered Estates Court, and the property be freed from the 
incubus which interferes with the free enjoyment of the road 
by the public. 

I am not aware whether the attention of Her Majesty’s Com- 
missioners has been directed to the circumstances under which 
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July 22 , 1854. the present Dublin and Mullingar Act was obtained. It appears 
Sirj.Khigsmiii. to me to be a point worthy of their consideration, in connexion 
with the enormous, professional and parliamentary expenses 
imposed on the public, and paid out of the tolls for the 
occasional amendment, renewal, or continuance of these Acts 
of Parliament. 

The facts connected with the obtaining of the present Act 
can he proved from the book of proceedings and other docu- 
ments of the Commissioners; they are in substance as fol- 
lows : — 

In 1847 — -just as the last Act was expiring — the treasurer 
of the road (he, at the same time, acting as Commissioner, and 
having been formerly acting as solicitor of the road,) induced 
the Commissioners, at one of their meetings, to pass a resolu- 
tion, authorizing him to take the necessary measures for 
obtaining a renewal of the about expiring Act. Under this 
resolution the regular law agent of the Board was virtually set 
aside, and the treasurer employed another solicitor to take the 
preliminary steps for effecting the object of that resolution. I 
believe the mode in which that was done was subsequently 
condemned by a large number of the Commissioners. Notices 
were advertised, and a very long bill, with more extensive 
powers than the present Act contains, was drawn up, printed, 
and partially circulated, not as a regular parliamentary bill, 
but rather as a private document. The solicitor’s bill of costs, 
subsequently charged in the treasurer’s accounts, will prove 
this ; and, I dare say, he can supply one of the printed copies 
of the bill. I have mislaid the one given to me, or I would 
hand it in to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. With this state- 
ment, soon after the publication of this bill, my attention was 
directed to the subject. I consider that such an application to 
Parliament was in itself altogether unnecessary, and that the 
costs attending it would be a wasteful expenditure of the trust 
funds. My opinion was founded on public grounds, knowing 
that for Ireland, as well as for England, an Annual Public Act 
was passed for continuing expiring Acts, and for the express 
purpose of avoiding applications for private bills, and saving 
such expenses. I was not then a Commissioner of the road 
myself, but I certainly endeavoured to influence gentlemen 
who filled that position to take my view of the question. Sub- 
sequently, at a meeting of the Commissioners, a resolution was 
proposed and passed, that it was inexpedient to proceed with 
the application to Parliament, and to rely upon the Annual 
Act. This resolution satisfied me, and quieted the public 
apprehensions on the subject, so that no active proceedings 
were taken by the opponents of the bill, at that time, to 
oppose it in Parliament; but it was afterwards understood 
that some of the debenture holders, had induced the Commis- 
sioners at another meeting to rescind or set aside the last 
resolution, and to authorize the treasurer and the solicitor 
employed by him to proceed with the application to Parlia- 
ment, the debenture holders giving some guarantee, or allow- 
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ing tlieir interest-money to remain in tlie hands of the trea- Ju b> 1854 . 
su ^r for the payment of the expenses, until there should be a SirJ.Kkigsmiii. 
sufficiency of surplus funds in his hands to pay them out of 
the tolls. The book of proceedings and minutes of the Com- 
missioners will explain these arrangements. Now, what I 
think the public have a right to complain of in this matter, was 
allowing the debenture holders to take advantage of the par- 
liamentary notices published by the Commissioners, after 
they had abandoned their intention of proceeding upon them 
without obliging them to give fresh notices. The public were 
necessarily misled by this, and thrown off their guard, in con- 
sequence of which, I believe, the present Act passed as an 
unopposed bill; whereas, if the public had not believed that the 
Commissioners h ad _ given up their bill, there would have been 
a decided and, I think, successful opposition to the passing of 
the bill. 

There is a very material difference between the Act and the 
original Bill of the Commissioners; and, I understand, the 
alterations were made by the parliamentary agents, as the 
notices and bill were at variance with the standing orders of 
the house. 

Soon after the passing of the present Act I was elected a 
Commissioner ; and one of the first propositions I made to the 
Board was, that we should endeavour to come to some arrange- 
ment with the debenture holders as to what they would receive 
in discharge of the nominal amount due on the debentures. I 
wished the Board to take advantage of a new clause embodied in 
the Act, enabling them to apply to the Board of Works for a 
loan, to pay off the amount which should be agreed upon. My 
calculation was, that as the Act was renewed for thirty-one 
years, the security of the debenture holders was tantamount to 
a lease for that period, reserving to them a rent equal to the 
amount of their annual interest. I calculated that a rent or 
annual payment so reserved — without reference to any contin- 
gencies — was worth about twelve years’ purchase, which would 
have required about seven thousand pounds to discharge the 
whole. I also calculated that, according to the government 
scale of annuity, this sum might be repaid out of the tolls, in 
annual instalments, in about twenty-five years, and leave a sur- 
plus income from the tolls, so as to enable the Commissioners 
to reduce them, at once, to nearly one-half. My proposition, 
however, was not adopted. I remained Commissioner for two 
or three years, when I resigned from a feeling of honour-, in 
regard to some question connected with the completion of the 
alterations on Ballydowd Hill, as will appear by my corres- 
pondence and the Commissioners’ book of proceedings. 

At one of the meetings at which I was present, a course was 
pursued with reference to the letting of the tolls to Mr. Hogan, 
and a contract with him for keeping the road in repair, which I 
think highly objectionable on principle. I forget whether it 
was the proposal for renting the tolls that he was called upon 
to increase, or the proposal for repairing the road that he was 
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My 22 , 1854. called upon to diminish ; but the result was the same, as the 
Sir J KkTsmiii °bj ec t explained by the treasurer was to obtain from Mr. 
11-2 ‘ Hogan such a balance, between the amount of tolls and the 

expense of repairs, as would enable the treasurer to pay the 
interest on the debentures, the salaries of the officers, and 
some small contingent expenses. Mr. Hogan retired from the 
room and altered his proposal, as suggested by the treasurer, 
accordingly, so that, in point of fact, the whole revenue and 
the whole expenditure was handed over to him, on condition 
of paying to the treasurer a sum sufficient to cover those 
demands. 

I also urged the Commissioners to adopt the English system 
of taking the tolls into their own hands for a limited period, 
with a view to ascertain their real value, as I do not consider 
the rent paid by the lessee by any means approximates to the 
amount of tolls collected from the public. This proposition 
was also overruled, for reasons which I then felt to be, and 
still think, insufficient. 

With respect to the allocation of the debt, when the value is 
ascertained, I think the principle proposed in my Bill, appended 
to the printed report of the Mullingar Committee, is the proper 
one, namely : — that whilst the future repairs of the road will 
be borne by the baronies, like other public roads, the debt on 
all the roads should be thrown over the county at large. 

If these turnpike roads had been made by the Board of 
Works, under the post-road Acts, the counties would have 
been assessed to repay the amount ; besides which, the prin- 
ciple of assessing the counties to pay off loans or debts, for the 
redemption of tolls, and to open public ways free to the public, 
is not a novel principle in Ireland, as will be seen by a reference 
to the following Acts of Parliament, viz. : — 19 & 20 Geo. III. ; 
6 & 7 Vic., c. 42; 14 & 15 Vic., c. 21. 

If the difficulty with the Treasury to advance the sum 
required to pay off the value of the debentures, as proposed in 
my Bill should continue, and if the money cannot be borrowed, 
under the 16 & 17 Vic., c. 136, 1 would suggest that the plan 
proposed in Mr. Cornwall Lewis’. Public Roads Bill, England, 
as adopted by the House of Commons, on the second reading, 
13th February, 1849, should be followed. That plan was to 
cancel the old debentures and issue new ones, charged on the 
county rates for the sums ascertained to be their value. I 
refer to the 30th section, page 17, of Mr. Cornwall Lewis’ Bill. 



Thomas Vance. Thomas Vance, sworn. 

Is a merchant of Dublin. He had a debenture on the 
Carlow road in his possession during sixteen years. It came 
into his possession as assignee of an insolvent estate. He did 
not succeed in selling this debenture by public sale ; in April, 
1851, he sold it in Carlow for I!10. He does not recollect the 
amount for which it purported to be a security. 
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Henry Todd, sworn. July 22 , 1854. 

Lives at Rath gar, on the south side of Dublin, and is a part- Henry Todd, 
ner in the large establishment of Todd, Burns, and Co., general 
merchants. He has lately invested property in building. He 
preferred the north side, and made Mr. Yernon an offer. He 
took into consideration the expense of the turnpike on the 
Clontarf road. 

They could not agree on the value of the ground. He would 
have made a higher offer but for the toll. 

He eventually bought on the south side, because it was free 
from toll. 



July 24, 1854. July 24, 1854. 

Charles Cannon, sworn. Chas. Cannon. 

Resides at Moyglare, Meath, and is a magistrate of the 
county. He is a trustee of the Mullingar Trust, and has been 
so since 1848. 

He pays cess on 800 acres, of which 300 are in his own hands. 

His cess is about £25 a year, on the average of the last five 
years. 

He lives within two miles of the turnpike road. The nearest 
gate on his way to Dublin is six miles. 

He only occasionally pays the tolls, and indeed very seldom 
for himself personally. 

He sometimes pays toll for cattle and agricultural produce 
on their way to the Liverpool and Dublin markets. 

He occasionally sends by the Ratoath road, the nearest gate 
on which is nine miles off. 

In sending cattle to market he is obliged to pass one of the 
gates. 

He lives twelve miles from Dublin. 

500 acres of his land are let, and he (the landlord) is bound 
to pay the cess. 

The tenants pay the tolls. He objects, as a cesspayer, to 
having tin-own upon the counties an incumbered trust, which 
is now self-sustained by tolls. On general principle he is for 
abolishing turnpikes. 



Austen Thomas Ford, sworn. 

Lives near Forest, Swords, five miles from Dublin. He 
occupies about 300 acres there. He pays about £1 a month 
at the Glasnevin gate, in conveyances to and from market, and 
in drawing manure ; and his brother pays the same. 

He pays about ^20 a year cess. 

There are two gates at Swords — one on each side of the 
town. He is obliged to pay both in going to attend the Board 
of Guardians of the union of which he is a member. 

On the continuation of the road where the Knocksedan turn- 
pike closes, it is kept in repair for one-eighth of what it cost 
the trust, and the traffic on the turnpike road is not much 
more than twice as much. 

ii 2 
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July 24 , 1854. Henry James Macfarlane, of Huntstown House, Clonee, sworn. 

H. ij* Ig a magistiate 0 f ttg county of Dublin, and a member of the 
Grand Jury of the county of Dublin. 

The debt on the Navan road was incurred by making it a 
post road, that is, the principal part of the debt. 

Only three miles were originally made. 

The rest, from Blanchardstown to the village of Mulhuddert, 
was never completed, but is still in a very bad state. It is 
uneven and crooked, and from its peculiarity can never be 
made a good road, without a great deal of expense, more than 
it would cost to make a new one. 

The Board of Works have frequently been remonstrated 
with on the state of this road. He was one of those who con- 
veyed those remonstrances. It was in the year 1846. It re- 
lated both to the surface and the line of the road. The answer 
was, that they had no funds to comply with the wishes of the 
remonstrants, who desired that if they would not improve the 
road, they would at least make a footpath. 

One mile of the road that assisted in accumulating the debt 
was not at all for the convenience of the occupiers in the 
neighbourhood. 

He was a member of the Finance Committee ; it is his opinion 
that the debt should go upon the county; it is also the opinion 
of other gentlemen of the county whom he has consulted. 

The original intention was to run both the Sligo and Ennis- 
killen mails on so much of the Navan road as lies in the county 
of Dublin. 

One of the first things that would be done by the gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood (including himself as one of the largest 
proprietors), or in case the turnpikes on the Navan road should 
be abolished, would be to take steps for procuring present- 
ments for the improvement of the line of road. 

It is not one of the roads that has been relieved by railway. 

A great number of persons cannot go to church or chapel in 
the parish of Castleknock without paying turnpike. 

The turnpike may be avoided by spring carriages which go 
through the Park, but not by the farmers or those who use carts. 

He himself would rather lose than gain by the abolition of 
the turnpike and having it tin-own upon the cesspayers. 

He is of opinion that the city should share the burthen of 
the debt, because the city would gain as much as the county 
by the abolition of turnpikes. 

Independently of the convenience of riding or driving, his 
impression is, that house-rent would be lowered by the increase 
of building: besides that, it is taking off the duty on farm pro- 
duce coming into the city. 

The abolition of the turnpikes on the Circular Boad was an 
advantage to both county and city. 

It is a benefit so far as the county is saved turnpike .by it. 

Being asked whether the county contributed to the city roads 
and streets, he said, that he did not see how the county could 
so contribute. 
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_ The citizens do not contribute in any way to the toll-free 
districts ; the Navan gate did not originally clear the Circular 
Road gates. 



Robert Mallett, sworn. 

Lives near Glasnevin, on the Knocksedan road ; he is an 
engineer, carrying on business in the city of Dublin. 

He has paid great attention to the turnpike system and its 
effects. 

He has prepared a table showing the ratio of the inhabited 
and uninhabited houses in the northern and southern baronies 
at two periods, namely 1841 and 1851. 

He put in and explained this table (see Appendix). 

A large proportion of the houses on the South are built for 
summer use, and are consequently uninhabited till after June. 

This explains the greater apparent increase of uninhabited 
houses on the South in 1851. 

Anciently trade and fashion were on the northern side. 

The tolls have been the master cause of the change. 

Tolls have affected the increase of public conveyances on the 
north. 

And this has prevented the increase of inhabitants in the 
northern suburbs. 

Houses that are not let are not repaired and become ruinous. 
These injure the neighbouring houses, and the whole property 
liable to poor rates becomes depreciated. 

Another result is, that all objectionable buildings or institu- 
tions, like prisons or cemeteries, are planted in the poorer and 
less influential district. 

So are the whole of the private lunatic asylums. The aboli- 
tion of the turnpikes on the Circular Road produced immediate 
and striking effects. 

"Within six months houses began to be built along the Cir- 
cular Road and the Park Gate, and now that distance is almost 
one continuous street. 

Droves of cattle, about being shipped to England, since the 
abolition of the Circular Road turnpikes, arrive at the quays by 
the Circular' Road. 



J ohn Patrick Kelly, sworn. 

He resides at Dunleer, in the County Louth. 

Is land agent of Lord Bellew and Mr. Montesquieu Bellew, 
and of several other proprietors in the county. 

The Town of Dunleer belongs to Mr. Bellew; he is the head 
landlord. 

The gate on the Drogheda road has been recently placed 
close to Dunleer. 

This was done to catch the farmers coming from the Collon 
district. 

Dunleer is a market town, and has a good monthly fair. 



July 24, 1854. 
H.J.Macfarlane 

Robert Mallett. 



John Patrick 
Kelly. 
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William Henry 
Harding. 



July 29, 1854. 
Thos.Thompson 
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The general business of the town is very much interfered 
with by the tolls. 

The farmers, particularly the small farmers, feel the turn- 
pikes a great grievance. 

One farmer cannot go from any one farm to another without 
paying tolls, and told h im that he would gladly co-operate in 
some movement to get them removed. He himself cannot go 
out of the town without paying tolls. 

He also pays a large county cess ; Lord Bellew is anxious 
that the tolls should be done away, and so is Mr. Bellew. 

The tolls are an obstacle to the improvements which Mr. 
Bellew has been anxious to effect. 

They prevent milk from being brought into the town. 



James Day, sworn. 

Lives at Drumcondra; he was once gate-keeper on the 
Dunleer road ; at the Drumcondra gate. 

He left it more than eight years since ; whilst he was there 
he has seen gentlemen come up to the gate and look at the toll 
board, and after calculating the amount of toll, sky they would 
not take the places they came to look at ; they were gentlemen 
who came to look at places that were to let. 



William Henry Harding, re-examined. 

The Circular Hoad has been most improved since 1851, 
before which time there were some gates. 

The entire line was, prior to that period, lonely to a very 
marked extent ; this feature of the road has since been altered. 

There is an immense extent of the property in the belt round 
the city lying between the city boundary and the nearest gates 
respectively. 

All this escapes the tolls though the occupiers use the roads. 



July 29, 1854. 

Thomas Thompson, of Holywood Bath, Castleknock, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of the county of Dublin, and has been 
named and acted on the Grand Jury for many years. He holds 
in his own hands 500 acres in the county of Dublin, besides 
being the owner of other property let to tenants. 

The land in his own occupation is mostly pasture. The Cabra 
gate is the nearest turnpike gate to him. This is five miles 
from him. He only pays this gate in coming to Dublin. His 
house is six miles from Dublin. This gate is on the Batoath 
Trust. 

His toll may amount to about .£12 a year for every thing. 
Manure is free. 

His county cess for the land in his own occupation is about 
£10 a year. 
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He is in the barony of Castleknock, in which there is twenty Jul n 29 , 1854. 
miles of turnpike road. His and Mr. Tate’s calculation some Thos.Thompson 
years ago (three or four) was, that it would take 8d. in the 
pound, on the valuation of the barony, to keep up this extent 
of road. Something about £40 a mile on the average. 

The cess is about 8-|cZ. in the pound for that barony on an 
average of the last three years. The abolition of the turnpikes 
would nearly double the cess, without reckoning the debt on 
debentures. 

About three or four years ago he got a return from the toll- 
keeper of Cabra gate how much each farmer, above fifty acres, 
paid per annum ; and proved, to the satisfaction of the farmers 
along that road, that they would pay three or four times the 
amount of their tolls in cess, if the turnpikes were abolished. 

The majority of these farmers are grazing farmers ; but there 
is a good deal of tillage along the line. 

There is a great number of dairy cattle in that neighbour- 
hood, and dairymen objected to sending the cattle out there on 
account of the tolls. 

They said they would not give as high rent. Mr. Gerard, 
a farmer who holds 200 or 300 acres of land, one year paid the 
tolls for the dairymen who sent their cattle to him, and has 
got no increase of rent from them on that account. He himself 
lets to the dairymen, and they never now complain of the tolls. 

He has spoken to several farmers in the neighbourhood, who 
object to doing away with the turnpike, upon an impression 
that they would be losers on the whole. 

Cross-examined. 

The occupiers of tillage farms pay most toll. 

A great tillage farmer (Mr. Willan) was convinced, by his 
calculations, that he would be the loser by the abolition of the 
turnpikes. He has not kept any of his calculations. He 
approves of the turnpike system as far as his road is concerned. 

He would extend the turnpike system to the whole county. 

The per centage for collecting county cess is about 2£ per 
cent. 

He did not take the expenses ’of collecting the tolls nor the 
turnpike staff into his calculations. He has 100 acres of tillage, 
but much of the produce rs consumed by the cattle. 

The cattle pay toll. 



John Dooner, sworn. John Dooner. 

Is a solicitor, and lives at Lower Mount-street, Dublin. He 
holds thirteen of the debentures on the Dunleer road. All 
granted in 1734, at £50 each, at 5 per cent. 

He has had them for upwards of twenty years ; part of that 
time as the agent of a deceased gentleman. 

That gentleman was heavily in his debt, and he has retained 
them to meet part of the debt. He is one of that gentleman’s 
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August 1, 1854. 

Christopher 

Fitzsimon. 



Thos. Dixon, 
Esq., and 
Edward Love 



July 29, 1854. 
Francis Low, 
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executors. There was another named, but witness alone has 
taken out probate. 

The testator was Samuel Stock, of Paris. He owed witness, 
at the time of his death, about T6,000. 

He has never dealt with the debentures, nor offered them 
for sale, nor does he know what Stock gave for them. 



August 1, 1854. 

Christopher Fitzsimon, of Glencullen, County Dublin, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of the county and deputy-lieutenant, and 
was formerly member for the city of Dublin. Has acted as a 
grand juryman for more than twenty years. Has attended to 
point out the injustice of throwing any part of the burthen that 
might result from the abolition of turnpikes on the southern 
baronies of the county of Dublin, and especially on the barony 
of Rathdown, with which he is connected. 

This barony now supports the whole of its own roads, and 
has always done so. 

In addition to the cess, this barony and the baronies of New- 
castle and Uppercross formerly paid a house-tax, in aid of 
county cess, for the repair of the roads and in lieu of turnpikes. 
From this house-tax the northern baronies were exempt. The 
whole of the Dublin county roads which are not turnpike, are 
baronial. 

In the south, the public roads are exclusively supported by 
the baronies. 

The northern baronies do not in any manner contribute to 
the support of any public road in the southern baronies, nor 
ever did. 



Thomas Dixon, Esq., of Blackrock, magistrate of the County 
of Dublin, and Edward Love Alma, cess collector, who ac- 
companied Mr. Fitzsimon, were sworn with him, and con- 
curred in his statements. 



July 29, 1854. 

Francis Low, junior, a partner in the firm of Boyle, Low, 
Pirn, and Company, notaries public and stockbrokers, carry- 
ing on business at 35, College-green, Dublin, appeared on 
behalf of his partner, Mr. Alexander Boyle, who had under- 
taken to value the debentures according to a statement of 
particulars submitted to him in the form of cases by the 
Commissioners, not particularizing the trusts. 

Mr. Low said that Mr. Bojde was unable to attend from 
illness, but had commissioned Mr. Low to state the results of 
their joint and concurrent calculations respecting the value of 
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the debentures. He stated that Mr. Boyle declined to give in 
a written estimate, or to particularize his mode of calculations. 
But he (Mr. Low) stated that they considered that a purchaser 
of such securities ought in any case to purchase on terms 
giving him eight per cent, for his money. He produced the 
cases, which were read aloud and verified as he proceeded, and 
stated his and Mr. Boyle’s estimate as to each. 

They were as follows : — 

Case No. 1 . — The Knoclcsedan Trust. 

The debt is £1,200, at five per cent., on twelve debentures 
for £100 each. 

The excess of estimated annual receipts of the trust (exclu- 
sive of interest) over expenditure is £183. 

These twelve debentures, with another, since paid off, were 
bought by the present holder in September, 1851, for £800. 

Prior to that time the interest had been irregularly paid. 

It has since been paid regularly. There is no limit to the 
duration of the trust. 

On this statement of circumstances, each £100 debenture 
was valued by Messrs. Boyle and Low at £62 10s. 

Case No. 2. — The Mullingar Trust. 

Debt on 291 debentures of £50 (Irish) each; making £13,436 
British. 

Interest on 21 of these, 5£ per cent. 

Interest on the remaining 270, 4 per cent. 

Excess of receipts over expenditure (exclusive of interest), 
£486. 

The trust has 25 years to run. 

These they value at £35 13 s. (Irish) per cent., or £17 16s. 8 d. 
for each debenture, taking the whole of them together, that is, 
calculating the value of the annual sum applicable to the pay- 
ment of the interest, and then stating the relative proportion 
of the product to the principal of the debt. 

Case No. 3. — Drogheda and Slane Trust. 

Debt on debenture, £200 (Irish), at 4 per cent. 

Duration of trust, 26 years. 

The estimated expenditure exceeds the receipts by more 
than £100 a year, and the road is in very bad repair. It can- 
not be kept in repair out of the present tolls. 

The debt takes precedence of all charges. 

Mr. Low stated, that they could place no value on this 
debenture. Mr. Boyle had formerly explained, that in his 
opinion, it made no difference whether the debt took precedence 
of the charges for repairs, since repairing the road was a con- 
dition precedent to the receipt of tolls. 

Case No. 4. — The Dunleer Trust. 

Debt on 270 debentures for £50 (Irish) each, at 5 per cent. 

M 



July 29, 1854. 
Francis Low, 
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July 29, 1854. Principal, .=£12,461 11s. 4 d. Arrears of interest now due, 

FrancisLow, £9,163 Os. 4 d. 
junior. The trust has six years to run. 

Dividends, averaging 1 per cent, on the principal have been 
paid for the last five years ; and the trustees expect to pay 1 
per cent, in future years. 

There has never been less than three years’ interest in arrear, 
for more than thirty years. These were valued at £4 12s. 5 d. 
per cent, on the principal. 

Case No. 5 . — The Carlow Trust. 

Debt on debentures, £2,000, at 5 per cent. 

Two years’ interest in arrear, and no prospect of future pay- 
ment of interest. 

The receipts confessedly unequal to pay for the necessary 
repairs. 

This trust six years to run. These debentures were deemed 
valueless. 

Case No. 6 . — The Kinnegad and Athlone Trust. 

There are .74 debentures of £25 each (Irish), at 6 per cent, 
interest. 

The interest has been regularly paid hitherto ; and the trea- 
surer says he expects to be able to go on paying it. But after 
analyzing the accounts, it appears that after paying the neces- 
sary expenses of the road, there will be no surplus for the 
interest of the debt. 

Are the debentures worth anything (and what) under these 
circumstances ? 

Answer — They are worth nothing. 

[Mr. Low was not sworn, because he began by stating that 
he was not at liberty to disclose the grounds of his and Mr. 
Boyle’s valuations.] 



August 4, 1854. AUGUST 4, 1854. 

MoreO’Ferraii 27«e Right Non. R. More O'Ferrall, having declined to be 
sworn, deposed as follows. 

He has resided for thirty years near to the Mullingar road, 
and it is his only road to Dublin. He has been cognizant of 
its state during the whole of that time. 

Most valuable improvements have been made upon it. It 
has always been kept in a fair state of repair, without jobbing, 
and with economy. 

He has property in the county of Meath, adjoining the county 
of Kildare ; and the distance from the verge of the county of 
Kildare to the verge of his property is not a quarter of a mile 
to travel on the turnpike road, and on that quarter of a mile is 
a gate. 
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His tenants, who drew their fuel from the county of Kildare, ■ Au 9 n ^ 4, 1854. 
and have great communication with the county of Kildare, are Rt. Hon r 
obliged to pay turnpike for using the road on that short dis- MoreO’FerraU. 
tance; and he considers it more their interest that the turnpike 
should be continued, than that the road should be kept up out 
of the baronial cess. 

None of the improvements made on that road were made 
until the public voice called for them. 

He knows a carrier named Ryley, who buys from 2,000 to 
4,000 barrels of oats or com in the season in that neighbour- 
hood, all of which he conveys by this road, and pays turnpike, 
which proves that the turnpike is not prejudicial to commerce ; 
and notwithstanding the extension of the railway to the west, 
a considerable traffic of carts from the west still continues on 
this road and pays turnpike. 

Gross-examined. 

He has never read the notes (just handed to the Commis- 
sioner) to the Grand Jurors. 

The general question of turnpikes was never mooted before 
the Grand Jury of Kildare. 

The discussion related merely to the Mullingar trust. 

The Naas road passes through Kildare. 

No attempt was made on the part of the Grand Jury of 
Kildare to continue that road a turnpike. 

The Naas road was vested in individuals, and there was no 
debt on it. 

It goes through the centre of the county; the Mullingar 
road runs through the side of the county. 

For this reason the Grand Jury object to its being thrown 
on the baronial cess. 

The Naas road is used generally by the county; the Mul- 
lingar road is not. 

He has not travelled to Dublin on either road since the 
establishment of the railways. 

Whenever a turnpike road is near a railway station there is 
much traffic there. 

He cannot state from what point the traffic on the Mullingar 
road comes; but, from the dress of the drivers, he should infer 
they came from the West. 

Sir William Hort, Mr. Maunsell, Mr. Nangle, and Mr. 

Coltliurst, who are trustees of the Mullingar road, were mem- 
bers of the Grand Jury which deputed the committee. 

The bulk of his property in Kildare is situated in the toll . 
district. 

He does not know of any instance in which a road is main- 
tained at the cost of two counties jointly for the same line. 

He knows of no instance in which a road runs upon a 
boundary so as to be part of two counties. 

Mr. Russell’s Report (see Appendix F.) being read, Mr. More 
O’Ferrall said the estimate was a fair ? one, and that he knew 
the surveyor to be a fair and competent man. 

m 2 
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August 4, 1854. 

Rt. Hon. R. 
More O’Ferrall. 

D. Simmonds. 



Sir Wm. Hort, 
Bart. 



He (Mr. More O’Ferrall) has made no calculation of the 
amount of cess that would be thrown on the IOldare baronies 
if they were charged with the debentures. 



Daniel Simmonds, re-examined. 

The list of improvements (see Appendix F.) alleged to be 
in the county of Kildare, was shown to him and recognized as 
being in the county of Kildare, with the exception of one, 
which is partly in another county. 



Sir William Hort, Bart., of Hortland House, Kilcock, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of the county, a deputy-lieutenant, and a 
member of the Grand Jury. 

His high road to Dublin is the Mullingar turnpike road ; on 
that he has two turnpikes to pay in going to Dublin. 

He and his people travel by the railroad, but he sends cattle 
by the high road, and tenants of his go up twice a week from 
time to time to sell agricultural produce in Dublin, and on 
their part and his own he much prefers paying toll, to the 
increased cess he would have to pay were tolls commuted for 
cess. 

The whole question entertained by the Grand Jury at the 
last Summer Assizes in reference to the Mullingar road was 
confined entirely to the propriety or impropriety of a commu- 
tation of toll for cess, and the Grand Jury were unanimously 
of opinion that that change should not take place. 

He has made no calculation of what he would have to pay 
as a cess-payer in the case of abolition of toll — not even the 
most general — being of opinion, that those who use the road 
■should pay for it, and that a large majority of those who use it 
come from a distance, that is, the}'' are not Kildare people. 

Lucan Hill, before it was altered, was a very dangerous hill. 

He looks at the improvement of Lucan Hill as one of the 
best pieces of engineering he knows; he is a trustee of the 
Mullingar road. 

The trustees always pay toll. 

He is sure his tenants prefer to pay toll, because he considers 
it for their advantage ; but he has not consulted them, and does 
not know it from themselves. 

He does not know the amount of toll paid by any of his 
tenants. 

In the barony of Carbery his property is chiefly tillage ; in 
Ikeathy, chiefly grass. 

All the improvements on the road in Kildare were most 
desirable improvements. 



The above is a correct copy of the notes taken by me. 

» A. Hayward. 

Temple, August 21, 1854. 
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Appendix a. No. 2. — Malahide Trust. — Schedule of Tolls payable at Annesley 
Malahide Trust. an( ^ Ballybough Bridge Gates, under Act of Parliament, and what 

they have been reduced to by the Trustees. 



Tollspayablo 
under Act of 
Parliament. 



Tolls as 
reduced by 
tho Trustees. 



For every Coach, drawn by 6 horses, with 4 wheels, 
Like, drawn by less than 6 and more than 2 horses, 
Like, by 2 horses, . . . . 

Like, by 1 horse, ..... 

Like, with 2 wheels, Gig, &c., drawn by 1 horse, 
Jaunting Cars, . . . . 

Carriage of burthen, with 4 wheels, narrow Chaises, 
Like, with broad wheels, drawn by like, 

Like, with narrow wheels, drawn by less than 6 horses, 
and more than 2, .... 

Like, with broad wheels, drawn in like manner, 

Cart, with narrow wheels, drawn by 2 horses, . 

Like, with broad wheels, .... 

Brewers’ Drays, Coal Carts, Bakers’ Carts, and Spring 
Vans, drawn by 1 horse, .... 
All other Carts of like nature, with narrow wheels, 

Like, with broad wheels, ..... 
Horse, not drawing, ..... 
Drove of Oxen, &c., per score, .... 
Like of Sheep, per score, . . 

Cart, drawn by an ass, ..... 
Furniture Caravans, ..... 
Omnibuses, ..... ^ 

Carts or Cars, drawing bricks and stones, free of addi- 
tional Toll. 

Also Carts or Cars laden with timber under 16 feet in 
length, and free of additional Toll. 

But Carts or Cars laden with timber 16 feet or over, are 
subject to a penal Toll of 2s. 3 d . , unless such timber 
be placed on 2 carts, lengthways. 



0 

0 

0 

0 

2 



0 

0 



0 

6 

3£ 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 



d. 

0 

0 



0 

2| 



0 6 
0 3£ 






No. 3. — List of Trustees of the Malahide Eoad. 



]. J. Barlow, Esq., Sybil Hill, Chair- 

2. Lord Charlemont, Marino. 

3. Lord Howth, Castle, Ilowth. 

4. LordTalbot deMontmorency, Castle, 

Malahide. 

5. John A. Sweetman, Esq., Eaheny. 

6. Benj. L. Guinness, Esq., St. Arm p’s 

7. Samuel Lewis, Esq., Kilbarrack 

House. 

8. R. J. Stanley, Esq., Croydon Park. 

9. JolmE. A. Vernon, Esq., Castle, 

Clontarf. 

10. Edward F. Cuppage, Esq., Clare 

Grove, Cooloclt. 

11. Henry Hutton, Esq., Baldoyle. 

12. Edmund Casey, Esq., New Brook, j 

Coolock. 

13. William Donnelly, Esq., Auburn 

House, Malahide. 



14. Mathew D’Arcy, Esq., Ballyhoy, 

liaheny. 

15. Captain Furnace, Ballyhayle. 

16. Sir Edwd. Borough, Bart., Coolock 

House. 

17. Captain De Montmorency. 

18. Charles Napier, Esq., Fairfield, 

Coolock. 

19. James C. Colville, Esq., Coolock 

House. 

20. Robert Warren, Esq. 

21. D. Hen. Sherrard,Esq.,Thorndale. 

22. George French, Esq., Malahide. 

23. Henry Law, Esq. 

24. Nath. Hone, Esq., St. Doulough’s. 

25. Ralphs. Cusack, Esq., Bally house, 

St. Doulough’s. 

26. Erancis Ford, Esq., Coolock. 

27. Finlay William Cusack, Esq., St. 

James’ -terrace, Malahide. 



The Board meet quarterly, in February, May, August, and November; and 
again, in December, to let the Tolls for the .current year by auction. 

The average attendance of members for the last ten years was ei°kt at each 
meeting. 
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APPENDIX B. 

No. 1. — Names and Addresses of the Holders of Dunleer Turn- 
pike Road Debentures for £50, late currency, each, and the amount 
of Interest due on each Debenture at Lady Day, 1854. 

8 th July, 1854. 



Holder. 


Number of Debentures. 


Principal Sum 


Amount of 
Intorest duo at 
Lady Day, 1854 


Captain H. Robinson, 
per Messrs. La Touche 
and Co., 


Nos. 31, 32, 36, 91, 
97, 100, 138, 


£ s. d. 
323 1 6 


£ s. d. 
197 1 8 


The Society for the re- 
lief of Clergymen’s 
Widows, per Messrs. 
La Touche and Co., 


233, 234, 235, 236, 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


Reps. Josh. Meade, 
Esq., per Messrs. La 
Touche and Co., 


15, 16, 17,18, 19,20, 
37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 46, 48, 50, 


738 9 3 


450 12 0 


Messrs. A.M.E. O’Brien, 
Mountj oy-square, 


225, 226, 227, 228, 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


Mrs. Anne D. Putland, 
per William Acton, 
Esq., 16, Fleet-street, 
• 


21,51,52, 53, 54,55, 
56, 57, 58, 65, 75, 
76, 77, 78, 79, 103, 
106, 107, 167, 168, 
172, 173, 178, 194, 
195, 196, 211, 212, 
213, 214, 215, 216, 
218, 219, 220, 221, 
222, 229, 230, 243, 
259, 260, 


1,938 9 3 


2,248 12 3 


Reps. Robert Colville, 
Esq., per John Orms- 
by Jones, Esq., Fitz- 
gibbon-street, 


148, 149, 151, 152, 
153, 154, 197, 200, 
201, 204, 263, 266, 
268, 


600 0 0 


337 19 0 


Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald, 
perJohnOrmsbyJones, 
Esq., Fitzgibbon-st., 


158, 166, 170, 171, 
175, 


230 15 5 


140 16 3 


C. Lowry, Esq., per 
John C. J. Lowry, 
Esq., Mountj oy-sq., S. 


24, 25, 26, 27, 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


F. P. O’Reilly, Esq., 
Ratholdran Castle, 
Navan, 


59,60,61,71,72, 73, 
74, 109, 112, 113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 120, 121, 
122, 128, 


923 1 6 


563 5 0 


Mrs. Philips, per Har- 
riott Wilson, 


127, 


46 3 1 


30 0 2 


Reps. G. P. Bushe, Esq., 
per Michael Hackett, 


156, 159, 176, 177, 
245, 248, 


276 18 6 


168 19 6 


Sir Thomas Esmonde, 
Bt. , 9, GreatDenmark- 
street. 


163, 


46 3 1 


28 3 3 



Appendix B. 

Dunleer Turn- 
pike Road. 
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Appendix B. No. 1. — Names and Addresses of tlie Holders of Dunleer Turnpike 



Road Debentures — continued. 



No. 


Holder. 


Number of Debentures. 


Prinoipal Sum 


Amount of 
Interest due at 
Lady Day, 1854. 








£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


14 


John Barlow, Esq., Sy- 
bil-hill, Raheny, 


33, 69, 70, 92, 93, 
101, 108, 179, 180, 
181, 182, 183, 184, 
265, 


646 3 1 


394 5 6 


4 


John M'Clintock, Esq., 
Drumcar, Dunleer, 


66, 68, 249, 250, 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


" 


Rev. JamesKirkpatrick, 
per Alexander Kirk- 
patrick, Esq., Cool- 
mine, Castleknock, 


155, 174, 


82 6 2 


56 6 6 


1 


John Earis, Esq. , Great 
Gardiner-street, 


217, 


46 3 1 


28 3 3 


13 


John Dooner, Esq., Lr. 
Mount-street, 


34, 35, 94, 95, 96, 98, 
104, 136, 142, 143, 
205, 261, 262, 


600 0 0 


366 2 3 


4 


Miss Anne Teeling, 


133, 140, 141, 210, j 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


3 


Miss Elizabeth Davis, 
per James Davis, Esq. , 
Accountant General's 
office, Chancery, Eour 
Courts, 


99, 102, 150, 


138 9 3 


84 9 9 


5 


Mrs. Phipps, per Edw. 
Fleming, 


111, 131, 132, 137, 
144, 


230 15 5 


140 16 3 


4 


Earl of Cbarleville, per 
Thomas Berry, Esq., 
4, Hume-street, 


185, 186, 187, 190, 


184 12 4 


112 13 0 


2 


Governors of Sir Pa- 
trick Dun’s Hospital, 
Rogerson’s-quay, 


192, 209, 


92 6 2 


56 6 6 


11 


Gerald Tench, Esq., 
Harcourt-street, 


145, 157, 160, 162, 
191, 198, 237, 238, 
239, 240, 267, 


507 13 10 


309 15 9 


3 


C. Bolton, Esq., 1, Up. 
Merrion-street, 


105, 139, 206, 


138 9 3 


87 5 1£ 


1 


The Commissioners of 
Charitable Donations 
and Bequests, 35, Lr. 
Gardiner-street, 


147, 


46 3 1 


29 1 8£ 


1 


Henry Garvey, 


232, 


46 3 1 


29 1 8£ 


2 


Mrs. Grace Trevor, 87, 
Leeson-street, 


223, 224, 


92 6 2 


58 3 5 


4 


The Incorporated So- 
ciety for Protestant 
Charter Schools, 55, 
Aungier-street, 


241, 242, 244, 246, 


184 12 4 ; 


125 11 6 
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^°- !• Names and Addresses of the Holders of Dunleer Turnpike Appendix B. 

Road Debentures — continued. „ , 

Dunleer Turn- 

pike Road. 

Amount of 
Interest duo at 
Lady Day, 1854. 

£ s. d. 

29 1 8i 

58 3 5 
174 10 3 
120 0 S 
360 2 0 

30 0 2 

30 0 2 
150 0 10 

90 0 6 
387 16 0 

73 17 4 
554 0 0 

193 18 0 
184 12 4 



163 0 4 
N 



No 


Holder. 


j Number of Debentures. 


Principal Sum 


1 


W m . Lcdwith , Ledwiths 
town, Ballymahon, 


146, 


£ s. d. 
46 3 1 


2 


Robert R. Stavely, Esq 


251, 252, 


92 6 2 


6 


H. Coddington, Esq., 
Oldbridge, Drogheda, 


80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 8a 


276 18 6 


4 


Mrs. Anne Godley, per 
Richard Allen, 


62, 63, 64, 247, 


184 12 4 i 


12 


Reps. John Roberts, 
Esq., per R. Maddock, 
Esq., Kildare-street, 


86,87,88, 89, 90,123, 
124, 125, 126, 129, 
130, 164, 


553 16 11 


1 


Messrs. J. and J. Ha- 
milton, per Charles 
Geoghegan, Esq., 6, 
Henrietta-street, 


193, 


46 3 1 | 


4 


Rev. F. Sadlier, Castle- 
knock, 


199, 202, 203', 264, 


184 12 4 ! 


1 


Reps. Edward Croker, 
per John Croker, Esq., 


231, 


46 3 1 ' 


5 


Reps. Mrs. R. Litton, 
per Robert M ‘Intire, 
Esq., 


209, 44, 45, 47, 49, 


230 15 5 


3 


"Reps. William Erskine, 
per D. O'Hara, 


161, 165, 169, 


138 9 3 | 


12 


The Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners for Ireland, 
Upper Merrion-street, 


1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9. 10, 11, 12, 


553 16 11 

r 




Mrs. Jane Percival, 3, 
Upper Mount- street, 
Crescent, 


188, 189 — These two 
debentures are 

stated to have been 
lost. 


92 6 2 


15 


The Society for the 
Widows’ Fund of the 
Synod of Ulster, per 
William Bruce, Esq., 
Dame-street, 


13, 14,22, 23, 28, 30, 
67, 253, 254, 255, 
256, 257, 258, 269, 
270, 


692 6 2 


3 


Reps. J. Bachelor, per 
Richard Reed, 


110, 134, 135, 


138 9 3 


2 


Mr. Beaver, 


207,208 — No interest 
has been paid on 
these two deben- 
tures sinceJanuary, 
1819, 


92 6 2 






1 ’ 


2,461 11 4 9, 
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Appendix B. 

Dublin and 
Dunleer Turn- 
pike Road. 



No. 2. — Account of Tolls received at the several Turnpike Gates 
from Dublin to Dunleer, for Ten years, from 1st January, 1844, to 
1st January, 1854. 



Drumcondra Gate, . 

Swords do., . 
Lissenhall do., . 
Gormanstown do., . 
Julianstown do., . 
Drogheda do., . 
K illin eer and Dunleer Gates, 



£ s. d. 
4,325 0 0 
3,734 0 0 
2,113 0 0 
618 0 0 
878 0 0 

844 10 8 

3,188 3 4 



Total received at Gates, 



£15,700 14 



0 



In addition to the above, the sum of £2,806 3s. Id. has been received 
by the Trustees, for tolls of public conveyances, for the above period, 
which were reserved to the Trustees on letting the Gates. 



No. 3. — Particulars of Sums received by the Trustees of the Dun- 
leer Road, in addition to tolls of gates and public conveyances, for 
Ten years, from 1st January, 1844, to 31st December, 1853. 



May 10, 



Sept. 19, 



April l, 
April 22, 



July 22, 

April 8, 
July 25, 

July 27, 
Nov. 14, 



Dec. 29, 



1844 — By Cash from Treasurer of Grand Jury of 

County of Dublin; amount of Presentment 
for rebuilding Breach in Lessenhall Bridge, . 

1845 — Amount of fine levied by Magistrates of Dun- 

leer Petit Sessions, from a person who forced 
through the Dunleer Gate without paying 

Toll 

1850 — Amount of fines received from Police, . 

1850 — Ditto from Directors of Belfast Junction Rail- 
way; amount agreed to be received in lieu of 
works necessary to be done to the Road, con- 
sequent on carrying the Railway Bridge 
over it. ..... 

1850 — Amount of fines from Magistrates, Swords 
Petty Sessions, .... 
1850 — Restitution Money, .... 
1850 — Amount of fines from Magistrates of Swords 
Petty Sessions, .... 
1850 — Do., do., do., 

1850 — Amount received from Mrs. Hutchinson for 

permission to enclose a stripe of waste land 
along side of road, .... 

1851 — Amount of fine, ..... 



£ s. d. 
19 12 6 

1 0 0 
0 10 0 

250 0 0 

0 10 0 
1 0 0 

0 2 6 
0 0 81 

2 17 0 



£275 17 OJ 
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No. 7 . — Report as to the state of the Turnpike Road from Dublin 
to Swords. 



At the request of Mr. M'Owen, and other gentlemen associated with 
him, I have inspected this road, and regret to report that it is in a 
very unsatisfactory state for the whole length. It is understood to be 
let to three contractors : the first, from Dublin to about the third mile- 
stone ; the second, from thence to the turnpike at Swords ; and the 
third, through the town of Swords. 

The first portion is by far the worst ; the surface is worn so thin, 
and so abounds with holes and inequalities, that the traffic upon it is 
greatly impeded. Generally the centre of the road is lower than the 
sides, so that the water cannot escape from' the surface as it ought to 
do, and much injury to the road is the consequence. The quantity 
of stones put on the road is quite inadequate for its proper maintenance, 
and the management is most defective. 

The second portion of the road is, however, in a better state than 
that nearest to Dublin, and is better managed ; but the quantity of 
stones is insufficient for keeping it in a proper state. The surface, 
generally, is worn very thin, and in many parts in holes. 

This road is greatly deteriorated since it was surrendered by the 
Board of Public Works ; and it will require a large sum to reinstate it, 
and put it in that condition which the public have a reasonable right 
to expect it to be kept. 



April 20th, 1846. 



Jacob Owen, 

2, Mountjoy-square, West, 



Appendix B. 

Turnpike Road 
from Dublin to 
Swords. 



No. 8. — To the Trustees for making, maintaining, &c., the Road from Dublin and 

the Oitv of Dublin to the Bridge of Dunleer. Dunleer Turn- 

pike Road. 

Memorial of the Landholders and other Persons interested in the 
slate of that part of Dublin and Dunleer Turnpike Road between 
Dublin and Swords, assembled at Swords on the 20th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1846. 

We, your Memorialists, being deeply interested in the repair of the 
road from Dublin to Swords, and having suffered severely from the 
state of said road during the last two seasons, beg respectfully to offer 
the following suggestions, as calculated, in our opinion, to be the means 
of both increasing the funds of your Board, and insuring any outlay for 
its repair being expended in the most beneficial manner ; and we now 
do so with the greater confidence from your readiness to receive any 
propositions having been conveyed to us through the deputation who 
attended the last meeting of your Board. 

Your memorialists consider that the perfect maintenance of the road, 
in every respect, has a prior claim on the funds which at any time may 
be at the disposal of your Board, to the payment of any interest what- 
soever, and in support of that position beg to refer you to the 53rd 
section of the Act. We also feel that it is the interest of the debenture 
holders themselves to view it thus, even should a discretionary power 
be vested in your Board as to the application of the funds, which in 
this instance we do not believe to be the case, more especially from 
the fact that considerable traffic is leaving the road from its constant 
bad state of repair, and when borne in mind that several hundreds of 
annual income will at once be lost on the opening of northern railroads 
in connexion with Drogheda, it would appear expedient that encourage- 
ment should be held out to induce an increase of traffic, such as might 
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B. arise from a good road' and low tolls, particularly at that end of the 
road adjoining the city of Dublin, in the suburbs of which a reduction 
,n- of the tolls has been known to increase the receipts. 

Your Memorialists, in the next place, conceive the rate of interest 
now paid (5 per cent.) to be higher than the funds at your disposal 
justify you in paying, should the power of reducing it be vested in 
your Board ; and further, that since the period at which said principal 
sums were borrowed, the general interest of money advanced has been 
considerably reduced, and that no hardship will be inflicted on the 
debenture holders by a reduction, as instances are of frequent occur- 
rences where persons who advance money on the security of canal 
shares (which are of a similar nature), have been obliged to submit to 
a reduction of interest, when circumstances over which the Directors 
or. Trustees had no controul had reduced the income of the Company ; 
and should you not be empowered to reduce said interest without the 
sanction of the parties to whom it i3 payable, your Memorialists pray 
your Board to apprize those parties of the state of the funds of your 
Trust and its approaching insolvency, with a view to their being in- 
duced to receive a lower rate of interest, at least during the period of 
its present embarrassment. 

Your Memorialists are confident that the necessity for the appoint- 
ment of an engineer, under whose superintendence the repairs of the 
road would be carried on, whether by contractors or otherwise, must 
be manifest to your Board, and only requires the matter to be brought 
under your especial notice to be at once conceded and acted upon. The 
want of such supervision has been experienced in this county for many 
years on the less frequented roads ; and the general improvement of 
such roads within the last year, since the appointment of county sur- 
veyors, is admitted by every person who has had an opportunity of 
forming an opinion on the subject ; and if necessary to have such an 
officer to take charge of roads, comparatively private, how much more 
so where the traffic is considerable, the road of such magnitude as to 
require engineering skill to effect its repair, and the expenditure to be 
looked after as ten to one when contrasted with the ordinary cross 
roads. 

Your Memorialists further deem themselves entitled to pray the 
special consideration of your Board to the election of the next trustee. 
They would respectively suggest the propriety and reasonableness of 
having a gentleman elected who is in the habit of travelling over said 
portion of the road, not only with the view of having their interests 
fairly and fully represented at your Board, but also, being assured that 
the presence of a trustee so frequently on the road would act as a most 
salutary check over contractors and all officers appointed by your 
Board, and consequently subject to its controul ; and from the original 
Trustees being also selected by the legislature from amongst the gentle- 
men who resided immediately adjoining said road, and were then 
necessarily in the habit of travelling over it, it is confidently urged 
that it is only gentlemen who' are similarly circumstanced, and who 
may naturally be supposed to have the greatest interest in its mainte- 
nance, that should be elected to fill up vacancies when they occur. 

Your Memorialists would also solicit a reference by your Board to 
the annual receipts and expenditure on said portion of the road, from 
the passing of your Act, for the purpose of satisfactorily proving how 
much more has been received from than expended upon said portion of 
the road from Dublin to Swords, the document already furnished by 
your officer affording no data whatsoever, as it is bona fide an estimate 
of the probable receipts and expenditure' of the current year, and not a 
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positive account for any period. Were it even an account for the past Appendix B. 
year, it would not answer the object in view, from the great changes Dublin and 
that have recently taken place in the receipts. DunleerTurn- 

Your Memorialists would, in the last place, desire your attention to P' ke Koad - 
the actual state of the road, showing, as it does, the constant tendency 
to become hollow in the centre, and having springs rising in some parts 
out of its centre, from the want of proper gullets to carry off the water. 

It was, at first, contemplated to obtain a certificate of its very imperfect 
formation from an engineer, whose opinion would have the effect of 
removing any doubts (if such existed) on the subject, from the mind of 
any member of your Board; but its state of repair has now become a 
matter of such notoriety, that it was abandoned as unnecessary. 

Signed, on behalf of the meeting convened for the purpose, 

G. C. Baker, Chairman. 

Thomas Brannick, Secretary. 



No. 9. — Dublin and Dijnleer Turnpike Road. 

At a Public Meeting of Landholders, held at Swords, on Wednesday, 
December 30, 1846, 

James M. Christie, Esq., in the Chair, 
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

Proposed by the Rev. G. C. Baker ; seconded by M. Cuff, Esq. 
Resolved — That the Trustees of the Dublin and D unleer Turnpike 
Road having neglected or declined to attend to the repeated applica- 
tions made to them by memorials, and by deputations appointed by 
several meetings held by us within the present year, at Swords, for the 
purpose of endeavouring to induce those gentlemen to adopt proper 
measures for the repair of that portion of the road situate between 
Dublin and Swords, and for which purpose sufficient funds, if properly 
applied, are under their controul, it now becomes the duty of the 
landowners to make another effort for their own protection. 

Proposed by Hugh Moran, Esq. ; seconded by Nich M. Owen, Esq. 
Resolved — That this meeting do now appoint a committee to take 
immediate measures to compel the Trustees to execute their trusts as 
to said road, and to place it in a proper state of repair, as required by 
the 10th of George IV., entitled “The Dublin and Dunleer Road Act,” 
and to take such steps, with regard to this matter, as were fully advised 
in the opinion of J. Napier, Esq., Q.C-, in the month of April last, 
and that a copy of those resolutions be forwarded to the following 
gentlemen, Trustees of said road : — 

James Hans Hamilton, Esq., m.p., Abbotstown. 

Hon. and Rev. Edward Taylor, Ardgillan Castle. 

George Pepper, Esq., Mosney. 

George Woods, Esq., Milverton. 

George M'Cartney, Esq., Lowther Lodge. 

A. B. Coddington, Esq., Oldbridge. 

George A. Hamilton, Esq., m.p., Hampton Hall. 

Hon. Edward Preston, Gormanstown Castle. 

Charles Cobbe, Esq., junior, Newbridge. 

And also, that the same be published in the Dublin Evening Post, 
Saunders’, and Freeman’ s Journal. 
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Dublin and Resolved — That it is with feelings of regret that the landholders have 

D ike 1 Road Um " ' 3een obliged to take those proceedings, having found every kind of 
remonstrance with the Trustees completely unavailing ; and though most 
willing to admit the character and station of the gentlemen composing 
the Board of Trustees to be individually most respectable, yet in justice 
to our own interests and those depending on us for employment, we 
can no longer submit, without some further effort at redress, to a system 
of management so ruinous in its consequences to every branch of indus- 
try in our district. 

James M. Christie, Chairman. 

P. H. Bowden, Secretary, pro. tem. 

December 30th, 1846. 



Dunleer Turn- No. 10. — DUNLEER TtJRNPIKE TRUST RoAD. 

pike Trusts 

Road. Memorandum. 

I have inspected this line of road, commencing at the North Circular 
Road, Dorset-street, in the city of Dublin, passing through the town 
of Swords, running thence to Drogheda, and finally terminating at the 
village of Dunleer, in the county of Louth. 

The Dunleer Turnpike Trust Road, prior to the construction of 
railways in this country, was a road of great traffic (being the direct 
line between Belfast and Dublin) ; subsequently, however, the general 
traffic has fallen off to a great extent ; yet there is a considerable 
a ™ount of local traffic, chiefly agricultural, more particularly in the 
vicinity of Dublin and Drogheda. 

Taking all circumstances into consideration, I am of opinion that 
the cost of maintaining this road, in an efficient manner, will amount 
to the following : — 



ESTIMATE. 

M. F. P. 

7 2 0 —Dublin to Swords, 2,320 perches, at 3s. 3d., or 

£52 per mile, ..... 
21 6 20_Swords to Drogheda, 6,960 perches, at Is., or £16 
per mile, ..... 

8 5 20— Drogheda to Dunleer, 2,780 perches, at Is. 6d., or 

£24 per mile, ..... 



£ s. d. 
377 0 0 
349 0 0 
208 10 0 



37 



0 



£934 10 



0 



Edward Russell. 



August 8th, 1854. 
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Appendix C. N 0> 2. — Expended in REPAIRING the SOUTHERN and NORTHERN Divi- 
Dublin~~Slane sions of the Dublin, Slane, and Drogheda Turnpike Road, from 
and Drogheda’ 5th June, 1853, to 5th June, 1854. 

Turnpike Road. SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Stone Contracts, . . . . 198 18 7 ? 309 q 9 

Manual Labour, . . . . 115 11 2 J 

Average cost per mile for Southern Division, £34 7 s. 9 d. 

NORTHERN DIVISION. 

Stone Contracts, . . • .1115 8? 176 13 8 

Manual Labour, . . . . 65 8 0 J 

Average cost per mile for Drogheda Road, £14 14s. 5 %d. 

SLANE LINE. 

Stone Contracts, . . . • 4 15 l 8 15 10 

Manual Labour, . • • . 4 0 0 J 

Average cost per mile for Slane Road, £1 2s. 

Total, . £494 19 3 

Robert M'Auley, Superintendent. 

Ashbourne, 5th June, 1854. 



No. 3. 

Vestry Room, Parish of Pinglas, Easter 
Monday, 17th April, 1854. 

At a Vestry held this day, the following resolution was unanimously 
passed, viz. : — 

“That the turnpike toll system of maintaining the Dublin, Ash- 
bourne, Slane, and Drogheda Road, which passes through the village 
of Pinglas, is unjust in principle, and its effects on the landed property 
and interests of the district are most depressing. 

“ The tolls’ payers are doubly taxed, inasmuch as they also pay 
under the Grand Jury laws for maintenance of other roads. 

“ The payments of toll prevents the proprietors of public carriages 
offering the same conveyance and advantage to Pinglas that other 
villages near the metropolis possess, and also prevents men of capital 
embarking in building speculation ; and the grievance is considerably 
increased by the withdrawal of tolls from the south side of the city, 
thereby giving the owners and occupiers of lands and tenements in the 
city and county at the south side of the River Liffey an undue advan- 
tage over their neighbours in the city and county on the north side of 
the Liffey.” 

(Signed) 

John O’Regan, Vicar. 

Thomas W. Reenes. 

James Duncan, m.d. 

Nugent B. Duncan, m.b. 

W. H. Hardinge. 



No. 4. — Copy of Resolution passed at Special Board of the Dublin, 
Slane, and Drogheda Turnpike Road, held on the 19tli April, 1854. 

Moved by Mr. Hardinge ; and seconded by J. W. Bayly. 

That a committee of three trustees, namely, R. W. Law, Esq., j.p., 
Peter Alley, Esq., and W. Hardinge, Esq., do wait upon the County 
Dublin Turnpike Abolition Committee, at their rooms, 7, Upper Sack- 
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ville-street, and assure them of the hearty co-operation of these trustees Appendix C. 
in all legitimate measures they may adopt for extinguishing so partial, DubliiTsiane 
unjust, and oppressive a system, which is alone in existence in the and Drogheda’ 
northern portion of the county Dublin ; and further, that they lay Turnpike Road, 
before the Committee the following as their objections to the system. 

First objection. — That the owners and occupiers of lands and tene- 
ments on either side of sard Dublin, Slane, and Drogheda turnpike 
road, have not alone to maintain that particular road by the daily toll 
tax levied upon them for its repair, but they are also obliged to aid 
in maintaining other public highways, in their respective baronies, under 
Grand Jury management. 

Second objection. — That the present two-fold system of road legisla- 
tion not merely doubles the staff, and other permanent expenditure, to 
the turnpike toll-payers, but, at the north side of the city of Dublin, 
where there are eight distinct turnpike trusts divisions, and only two 
Grand Jury divisions, it quadruples the amount of staff expenditure 
that would be necessary were all the turnpike trusts abolished, and 
the roads turned over to the management of the Grand Jury. 

Third objection. — That, in round numbers, £160 is the cost of the 
staff and other permanent annual charges on the Dublin, Slane, and 
Drogheda Turnpike Road, exclusive of the cost of collection, amounting 
to about £190, leaving £690 for the cost of labour and materials, to 
maintain 30§ miles of road in proper condition — an amount inadequate 
for the purpose. 

Fourth objection. — That the toll gate at Glasnevin Cemetery, adja- 
cent to the city of Dublin, produces three-fourth parts of the annual 
revenue of the seven toll gates along the entire road line ; and, as only 
seven and a half miles of the road to be maintained by the Trustees is 
situated in the county Dublin, it is palpable that the owners and occu- 
piers of lands and tenements in said county, aided by the citizens 
residing at the north side of the city of Dublin, are contributing largely 
to the maintenance of the twenty-four miles residue of said road, which 
is situated in the county Meath. Thus these county and city toll contri- 
butors are not only doubly taxed, as explained in objection No. 1, and 
additionally imposed upon, as explained in objection No. 2, but they 
are forced to contribute a deficiency fund in aid of the owners and occu- 
piers of lands and tenements in another county. 

Fifth objection. — That in the carrying out of the Grand Jury system 
of road maintenance, presentment meetings, held twice annually, are 
found sufficient ; and these meetings are so held in each district of survey . 
convenient in respect of place and distance to the magistrates and cess 
payers selected to attend them ; whereas the meetings of management 
of the Trustees of said turnpike road are numerous, and the meetings, 
excepting as to annual and special meetings, which are held in Dublin, 
are held alternately at the Imperial Hotel, in the city of Dublin, and 
at Kilmoon, in the county Meath, thus exposing some of the Trustees, 
anxious to discharge their duties, to unnecessary personal inconvenience 
and expense, as well as great loss of time in travelling to and fro, a 
distance of twenty-seven Irish miles between the said points of meeting. 

Sixth objection. — The owners and occupiers of land and tenements 
along said turnpike road object that they have to contribute two- 
third parts of the cost of maintenance of about one mile of road, passing 
from the bridge over the Royal Canal, at the end oi Dorset-street, to 
the Cross Guns, and commonly called the Dean’s Road, although that 
road is free of toll by Act of Parliament, and although it is situated 
outside the barony and without the district line from Dublin, through 
which said turnpike road runs. 
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Appendix C. 

Dublin, Slane, 
and Drogheda 
Turnpike Road. 



Seventh objection . — The turnpike toll system on the north side of 
the city operates to discourage "building speculations, and to prevent 
the running of public carriages establishing conveyance traffic between 
the metropolis and the several villages along or neighbouring the said 
turnpike road. Its effects are visible in the unimproved condition of 
all descriptions of property along the line ; it paralyzes trade and 
industry, and thus not alone affects the most valuable interests of the 
owners and occupiers of lands and tenements within its influence, but 
is a positive injustice to a large operating and labouring class of the 
citizens of Dublin. 

By the 69th section of the Act of Parliament, 12 and 13 Vic., cap. 
68, forming the trust for said turnpike road, said road may be included 
in any general revision by parliament' of the turnpike roads within the 
county Dublin. 

Henry Garnett, Secretary. 



No. 5. — Drogheda Corporation, Adjourned Quarterly Assembly, 
17th July, 1854. 

Moved by Alderman Boylan ; seconded by T. C. Hand. 

Resolved — That in the opinion of this corporation, the continuance 
of the Dublin and Dunleer and Dublin and Ashbourne Turnpike Trusts, 
since the establishment of railway communication to the north, south, 
and west of Drogheda, is unnecessary and oppressive, and highly 
injurious to the town and trade of Drogheda; and that the transfer of 
the charge of those roads to the respective counties through which they 
run, where they would be subject to the check and supervision of the 
ratepayers, would be much preferable to the present system, involving, 
as it does, the expense of official salaries with other charges, and a 
much smaller amount- of responsibility. 

A true Copy — which I certify. 

Thomas Kitt, Town Clerk. 

Patrick Casey, Mayor. 



Appendix D. APPENDIX D. 

RatoathTum- No. 1. — Income and Expenditure of the Ratoath Turnpike Road, 
pike Road. from the 3rd September, 1843, to the 2nd September, 1853. 

From 3rd September, 1843, to 3rd September, 1844. 



INCOME. 

£ s. d. 

Balance in Treasurer's 
hands, . . . . 0 2 9| 

Amount of Tolls received, 264 0 0 
Balance due to Treasurer, 0 14 5J 



expenditure. 

£ s. d. 

Amount expended, . . 264 17 8 



Total, . 



From 3rd September, 1844, to 2nd September, 1845. 



Amount of Tolls received, 264 8 0 



Amount due to Treasurer, 
Amount expended, . . ‘ 



0 14 S$ 
33 12 11 
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No. 1. — Income and Expenditure of tlie Ratoath Turnpike 
Road — continued. 



From 3rd September, 1845, to 2nd September, 1846. 



Appendix D. 

Ratoath Turn- 
pike Road. 



INCOME. 

£ s. d. 

Balance in Treasurer’s 
hands, . . . .016 

Amount of Tolls received, 276 14 0 
Balance due to Treasurer, 0 2 81 

Total, . . 276 18 8J 



EXPENDITURE . 

£ s. d. 



Amount expended, . . 276 18 2} 



Total, . . .276 18 2* 



Prom 3rd September, 1846, to 2nd September, 1847. 

Amount of Tolls received, 264 0 0 I Amount due to Treasurer, 0 2 8J 
Balance due to Treasurer, 12 16 5 Amount expended, . . 276 13 84 

Total, . . 276 16 5 I Total, . . . 276 16 5 



From 3rd September, 1847, to 2nd September, 1848. 

Amount of Tolls received, 285 0 0 Amount due to Treasurer, 12 16 5 
Amount expended, . . 267 3 7 

Balance in Treasurer’s 
hands, . . . .500 

Total, . . 285 0 0 Total, . . . 285 0 0 



From 3rd September, 1848, to 2nd September, 1849. 

Balance in Treasurer's Amount expended, . . 267 8 3J 

hands, . . . .5 0 0 Balance in Treasurer’s 

Amount of Tolls received, 268 9 91- hands 6 16 

Total, . . 273 9 94 Total, . . . 273 9 94 



From 3rd September, 1849, to 2nd September, 1850. 

To Balance in Treasurer’s Amount expended, . . 220 14 11 

hands, . . . .616 Balance in Treasurer’s 

Amount of Tolls received, 259 0 0 hands, . . . . 44 10 10 

Ditto, from Eines, . 0 4 3 

Total, . . 265 5 9 Total, . . . 265 5 9 



From 3rd September, 1850, to 2nd September, 1851. 

Balance in Treasurer’s Amount expended, . . 293 18 9 

hands 44 10 10 Balance in Treasurer’s 

Amount of Tolls received, 331 0 0 hands 81 12 l 

Total, . . 375 10 10 Total, . . .375 10 10 



From 3rd September, 1851, to 2nd September, 1852. 

Balance in Treasurer’s Amount expended, . . 305 1 7 

hands, . . . . 81 12 1 Balance in Treasurer’s 

Amount of Tolls received, 326 0 0 hands, . . . . 112 10 6 

Total, . . 407 12 1 Total, . . . 407 12 1 

From 3rd September, 1852, to 2nd September, 1853. 

Balance in Treasurer’s Amount expended, . . 248 5 1 1 

hands, . . . . 112 10 6 Balance in Treasurer’s 

Amount of Tolls received, 307 0 .0 hands, . . . . 161 4 7 

Total, . . 490 10 6 Total, . . . 490 10 6 

Arthur W. Phillips. 

July 12, 1854. 
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No. 2. — General Statement of the Income and Expenditure of the 
Ratoath Turnpike Road, from 3rd day of September, 1848, to 
2nd September, 1853. 

From 3rd September, 1848, to 2nd September, 1849. 

INCOME. 



d. 



EXPENDITURE. 



Labour, . 
Materials, 
Supervisor, 
Interest, . 
Sundries, 
Balance, . 



64 7 



Balance in hand, 
Amount of Tolls, 
Ditto Fines, 



Total, . . 273 9 9J ! Total, . 

Bond debt, £100— Interest at 5 per cent. 

From 3rd September, 1849, to 2nd September, 1850. 

Labour, . 

Materials, 

Tradesmen’s Bills, 

Supervisor, 

Interest on Debt, 

Sundries, 

Balance, . 

Total, . . . 26£ 

Bond debt, £100— Interest at 5 per cent. 

From 3rd September, 1850, to 2nd September, 1851. 



Balance in hand, 
Amount of Tolls, 



Labour, 

Materials, 

Tradesmen’s Bills, 
Supervisor, 

Law Charges, . 

Interest, . 

Bond of £50 compromised 
for 



25 0 
3 12 
2 10 



. 375 10 10 | Total, . . .375 

Bond debt, £50 — Interest at 5 per cent. 

From 3rd September, 1851, to 2nd September, 1852. 



Balance in hand, 
Amount of Tolls, 



Labour, 

Materials, 

Painting Toll-house, 
Bond paid, 
Supervisor, 
Sundries, 

Balance, . 

Total, . 



From 3rd September, 1852, to 2nd September, 1853. 



Labour, 

Materials, 
Tradesmen’s Bills, 
Supervisor, 

Law charges, . 
Sundries, 

Balance in hand, 



12* July, 1854. 



Total, . . . 490 10 6 

Arthur W. Phillips. 
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APPENDIX E. 

No 1 . — The Navan Road. 

10, Lower Skerrard-street, Dublin, 
July 12, 1854. 

Gentlemen, — In obedience to instructions from tke Commissioners 
of Public Works, contained in their letter of tke 8tk instant, I beg to 
submit for your information the following documents, viz. : — 

No. 1. Tabular statements of tke traffic and tolls received at tke 
various toll-houses on tke Navan road, and tke cost of collection from 
1842 to 1854. 

No. 2. An abstract of tke foregoing statements, showing the gross 
amount of tolls received on tke whole road in each year, the cost of 
collection, tke amounts expended in repairs, and tke clear surplus in 
each year. 

This road was managed by trustees under an Act for the purpose, and 
these trustees borrowed large sums of money from tke late Loan Com- 
missioners on tke security of tke tolls. 

The powers, rights, and authorities of these Loan Commissioners 
were transferred to the Commissioners of Public Works, who, finding a 
larger arrear due for principal and interest on foot of the mortgage 
secured for the purpose, had a receiver appointed by the Court of 
Chancery; subsequently the receiver was discharged, and the Board 
then, under the powers given them by the Act, appointed their own 
collector. 

The tolls were let by contract until 1842, when the then contractor, 
a Mr. Smullen, in consequence of a new Act of Parliament coming into 
operation, which allowed manure carts to pass toll-free, requiring a 
reduction of the rent from £1,800 to £1,600, the Board took the col- 
lection of the tolls into their own hands, and entrusted the manage- 
ment of it to me, at a salary (including all expenses) of £100 per 
annum, which duty I have continued to perform to the present time. 

It will be perceived from the abstract submitted that a very large 
profit has ensued from the alteration in the mode of collection, amount- 
ing in the first year to £840 Is. 1 d., including all expenses, over and 
above the full rent paid previous to the exemption of manure carts. 
It will be perceived that the tolls have steadily decreased since 1844, 
and, together with them, the cost of maintenance, from the operation 
of the railways which have opened since that time — one of them com- 
municating immediately with the terminus of the road. The tolls 
received from public conveyances have been reduced from an average 
of £600 to less than £100 per annum. 

When this road was originally transferred to the Board by the 
trustees, it was encumbered by a debt to Government, which, in the 
eleven years ending December 31, 1841, they had only been enabled 
to reduce by the sum of £3,212 8s., leaving still due £11,204 12s. 3 d., 
while, in the eleven years that have since intervened, they have been 
enabled to transfer to the Exchequer the sum of £6,450, although with 
constantly decreasing tolls, and after keeping the road in perfect 
order, building three new toll-houses, and repairing and maintaining 
others, and paying the ground rents chargeable on the road. 

The traffic on the road now consists almost entirely of farm produce 
brought to market in Dublin, and shop-goods conveyed from Dublin to 
the country, and the passenger traffic of parties living immediately on 
the line — all through traffic to distant parts of the country having 
nearly ceased. 



Appendix E. 

Navan Turn- 
pike Road. 



1 & 2 Win. 
IV., c. 33. 
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Appendix E. The length of the road is twenty-two Irish, or twenty-eight statute 
NavanTurn- miles, on which are six gates, two tolls being chargeable for the whole 
pike Road. journey. 

With respect to the question of retaining or abolishing the tolls on 
this road, it may, perhaps, be rather outside of the direct answer to 
the request of your letter, yet I think it proper that the following con- 
siderations should be submitted to the Commissioners. 

The circumstances of this road are very special. 

In the first place, there still remains a large debt due to the Govern- 
ment, as shown above. 

Secondly — there are rents payable for the ground through which the 
line passes, to which it would appear that the tolls are liable, and for 
which either compensation should be made, or some means provided of 
meeting them. 

Thirdly — from the systematic and skilful manner in which the 
repairs are managed, the economy in them fully counterbalances the 
excess of the cost of collecting the revenue over the cost of collecting 
a county rate. And if the cost of rents and repayments to the 
Exchequer were added to the amount, to be collected in the shape of 
cess from the rate- payers, it is very probable that they would be in a 
worse position than they are at present. 

From my long experience of this road — having now been employed 
on it, as paymaster and superintendent of toll collectors, for twenty 
years — I am able to say that the receipts from tolls are probably now 
at their lowest; that the extraneous causes which have operated 
hitherto in reducing them have nearly approached their maximum of 
effect, and that the tolls will not be reduced more than about £100 per 
annum further, while a steady increase may be anticipated in the farm 
produce sent along the line, and which will continue to afford funds 
to keep the road in repair, and gradually liquidate the liabilities 
upon it. 

Should any further information be required by the Commissioners, I 
shall, of course, be happy to attend them, and afford it as far as lies in 
my power. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

W. Hill, Lieut. 

To the Commissioners of Inquiry 
into Turnpike Trusts. 



Ho. 2. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
July 4, 1854. 

Gentlemen, — I am instructed by the Commissioners of Public 
Works to transmit herewith, for your information, a statement show- 
ing the receipts and expenditure on the Navan Turnpike Road, and the 
amounts paid into the Exchequer out of the proceeds of the revenues 
for five years, ending 31st December, 1853. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

E. Hornsby, Secretary. 

To the Commissioners of Inquiry 
into Turnpike Trusts. 
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Navas Turnpike Road Trust. — Statement showing the Receipts Appendix e. 
and Expenditure of the Navan Turnpike Road, and the Amounts N ~ 
paid into the Exchequer out of the proceeds of the Revenues, for pi'k^Road. 
the Five Years ended 31st December, 1853. 



RECEIPTS. 





1849. ! 


1850. 


1851. 


1852. I 1853. 


ProduceofTolls, 

deducting 

Collector’s 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. £ S. d. 


wages,* 

Fines 


2,109 8 11 
0 5 3 


1,820 7 7 
0 10, 


1,549 6 4 


1,461 5 11 1,381 2 9 


Total, . 


2,109 14 2 


1,820 8 7 


1,549 6 4J 


1,461 5 11:1,381 2 9 



EXPENDITURE. 





| 1849. 


| 1850. 


| 1851. 


| 1852. 






: £ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


















Maintenance, . 
Rents payable as 


\ 1,281 


14 


5 


962 


19 


11 


732 


1 


9 


801 


7 


3 


723 


12 


5 


per Schedule 
herewith, 


122 


9 




107 


19 












14 










Salaries and In- 






























cidents, 


205 


8 


8 


195 


0 


0 


195 


0 


0 


197 


13 


2 


194 


1 


1 


Total, . 


1,609 


12 


9 


1,265 


19 


5 


1,037 


8 


2 


1,097 


15 


2 


1,013 


19 


1 


AMOUNTS PAID I 


NTO THE EXCHEQUER OUT OF THE PROCEEDS 


OF THE REVENUES. 






1850. j 


1851. 


1852. I 


1853. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s ' 


d. 


£ 








s 


d. 


Transferred to j 






























thePaymaster 
of Civil Ser- 1 
































vices, . . 1 


700 


0 


0 


500 


0 


0 


450 


0 


0 


450 


0 


0 


350 


0 


0 



John Trimmer, Accountant. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

July 14 th, 1854. 



Navan Turnpike Road — Schedule of Rents payable. 



To whom payablo. 

Samuel Garnett, 
William Murphy, 
Josh. Plunkett, . 
Reps, of R. Rothwell, 
Edward Wilkinson, 
Earl of Fingal, . 
Eelix Cahill, 

Matthew Hillard, 

P. Multeag, 

W. B. Webb, 
Elizabeth Merriman, . 



Yearly Amount. 

£ S. d. 

. 0 10 0 
. 6 10 10 
. 0 13 5 
.894 
. 5 17 4 
. 6 13 5 
. 0 18 5 
. 2 12 6 
. 0 13 9 
.076 
.036 



To whom payablo. 

Mathew Read, . 
P. P. Metge, 

Rev. R. Thompson, 
Margaret Mulvany, 
Sir John Dillon, . 
Mathew Manly, . 
Hans H. Woods, 
William Palmer, 

J. W. Johnson, . 
Frederick Supple, 



Yoarly Amount. 
£ s. d. 
.307 
.16 3 10 
. 1 10 10 
.487 
. 1 11 7 
. 1 13 0 

. 6 12 5 
. 1 14 8 

. 7 10 0 
. 11 0 6 



* The vouchers having been forwarded to the Audit Office, the gross amount 
of Tolls received cannot be stated. 



P 
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Loan No. 4, 

I ltli December, 


Loan No. 24, 
24th August, 


Loan No. 53, 
14th October, 
1823. 


Total. 


Issued inBritish currency, 
Principal Repaid, . 


£ s. d. 
5,538 9 2 
605 3 1 


£ s. d: 
3,046 3 1 
1,759 8 3 


£ s. d. 
923 1 7 


£ s. d. 
9,507 13 10 
2,364 11 4 


Principal outstanding as 
above, 


4,933 6 1 


1,286 14 10 


923 1 7 


7,143 2 6 


Rate of Interest, . 


6 per cent. 


5 per cent. , 


5 per cent. 




Interest accrued to 3ist 
December, 1853, 
Interest Paid, 


10,698 11 11 
9,217 17 9 


2,430 9 4 
2,108 10 10 


1,39416 7 
705 19 6 


14,523 17 10 
12,032 8 1 


interest outstanding as 
above, 


1,480 14 2 


321 18 6 


688 17 1 


2,491 9 9 



ABSTRACT. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Total Principal issued, . . 9,507 13 10 

Total Interest accrued to 31st 
December, 1853, . . . 14,523 17 10 

24,031 11 8 

Total Principal Repaid, . . 2,364 11 4 

Total Interest Paid, . . 12,032 8 1 

14,396 19 5 

Balance as above, . . . 9,634 12 3 

John Trimmer, Accountant. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

July 14, 1854. 
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Appendix E. No. 4 , Names of the Collectors at the several Gates on the Nay an 



Namo. 


Gate. 


Wages per 
Week. 


Dateof Appointment 


Robert Bremner, 


Cabra, 


£ s. d. 
0 16 0 


10 April, 1847. 


Thomas M‘Loughlin,* . 


Blanchardstown, 


0 16 0 


22 March, 1842. 


John Boyne, . . . 


Clonee, . 


0 16 0 


20 January, 1846. 


Edward Logan, t 


Black Bull. 


1 l 0 


22 March, 1842. 


Thomas Fallon, 


Dunshaughlin, 


0 16 0 


April, 1842. 


Timothy Brosnahan, 


Kilcairn, 


0 16 0 


22 March, 1842. 



The above men are of most exemplary character, and have always 
performed their duty to the Board and to the public most satisfactorily, 
and it gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to their conduct. 

W. Hill, Lieut., 

10, Sherrard-street, Dublin, 

12 th July, 1854. 



No. 5. 

Schedule of Debentures, each for the principal sum of £100, with 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, granted by the Trustees 
nominated and appointed under the provisions of an Act of Parliament 
passed in the 7th year of the reign of King George II., intituled, 
“ An act for making more effectual an Act passed in the 3rd year of His 
present Majesty King George II., intituled an Act for making a road 
leading from the city of Dublin to the town of Navan, in the county of 
Meath, and for repairing the road leading from the said town of Navan 
in the said county, as also for repairing the road leading from the said 
town of Navan to the town of Kells, in the said county,” dated respec- 
tively the 11th day of August, 1735. 

Numbers 27 to 32, both inclusive, granted to Charles Morgan, Esq., of the city 
of Dublin. 

Numbers 37 to 105, both inclusive, granted to Richard Morgan, Esq., of the 
' city of Dublin. 

N.B No interest had been paid on either of these Debentures since 1765. 



Appendix F. APPENDIX P. 

Dublin and No. 1. — The Dublin and Mullingar Trust — List of Owners or Hold- 

MvdHngar ERS Q £ DEBENTURES i n the DUBLIN and MULLINGAR TURNPIKE Road, 

with the numbers held by each, and their respective residences, or of 
their Agents, as far as same are known at present. 



Namos. 


| Debentures. 1 


Resideneo. 


Fenton Hart, Esq., 
George Macartney, Esq., 


„ 


Hardwistry, Chepstow, Monmouthshire. 


af p 


31 


Carlton Club, London. 

The Agent, Hugh Irwin, Esq., Eccles- 
street, Dublin. 


Elizabeth Warren, . 


20 

I ' 



* This man was employed by Mr. Smullen, from May, 1 835, to 2 1 st March, 1 842. 
fThis man was employed by Mr. Smullen, from 21st March, 1836, to 21st 
March, 1842. 
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List of Owners or Holders of Debentures — continued. 



Hercules Robinson, Esq., 

R. H. Cruise, . 

Miss Jane Connelly, 

H. H. Griffith, Esq., 
John Bacher, Esq., . 

H. W. Barton, Esq., 

G. A. Benton, Esq., 
Daniel Conelly, Esq., 
Messrs. La Touche, 

Miss Morgan, . 
Incorporated Society, 



James Davis, Esq., . 

James Crosbie, Esq., 
Robert Wybrands. Esq., 
Edward Burroughs, Esq., 
George Chomley, Esq., 
Robert Daniel, Esq., 

Mrs. Grace, 

Henry Smyth, Esq., 

Rev. B. Philips, 

Rev. H. Johnston, . 

Mrs. Ann Vigors, 

William Galway, Esq., 
Thomas A. Whitney, Esq., 
Commsrs. of Charities, 
Durginon Murray, . 

Michael Molary, 

Hugh Stanley, Esq., 

Rev. George Benson, 

Mrs. Ann Crawford, 

Terence Allt, Esq., . 

J ervis-street Hospital, 

St. Peter’s Parish, . 

Mercer’s Hospital, . 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, 

Steevens’s Hospital, . 

St. Anne’s Parish, Dublin, 
R. Stratford, 

Elizabeth Wolfenden, 



Messrs. La Touche, Bankers, Castle-st., 
Dublin. 

Dead— -his representative not known. 
Eitzwilliam-place, Dublin. 

13, Clare-street, Dublin. 

37, I-Iarcourt-street, Dublin. 

Clonelly. 

Harcourt-terrace, Dublin. 

36, Fitzwilliam-place, Dublin. 

Bank, Castle-street, Dublin. 

34, Rutland-street, Dublin. 

William Pidgeon, Esq., 55, Aungier- 
street, Dublin. 

Monkstown, Dublin. 

Her Agent, George Fleetwood, 122 , 
Stephen’s-green, Dublin. 

Accountant General’s Office, Chancery, 
Dublin. 

A thy. 

47, Rutland-square, Dublin. 

38, Harcourt-street, Dublin. 
Belvidere-place, Dublin. 

New Forest, Tyrrell’s Pass. 

Residence unknown. 

Belfield House, Ratlimines. 

His Agent, Edward Fleming, Esq., 15, 
Henry- street, Dublin. 

Messrs. Maffett, South Frederick-street, 
Dublin, or J. J. Bayly, Esq., Finglas. 
Burgage, Leighton Bridge. 

13 ), Baggot-street, Dublin. 

Morton, Enniscorthy. 

R. Molloy, Esq., Gardiner-st., Dublin. 

J. W. Coppinger, Esq., North Frederick- 
street, Dublin. 

Residence unknown. 

Blessington-street, Dublin. 

Doctor Benson, 34, York-street, Dublin. 
John Hill, 50, Great Brunswick- street, 
Dublin. 

Hawkins’ Cottage, Blasbrooke. 

J. Magratli, Esq., Jervis-street, Dublin. 
Messrs. La Touche, bankers, Castle-st.. 
Dublin. 

Ditto. 

George Yates, Esq., Hospital, James’ s- 
street, Dublin. 

J. W. Cusack, Esq., Lower Dominick- 
street, Dublin. 

Mr. Moore, 31 Nassau-street, Dublin. 
Residence unknown. 

Dr. Tighe, Steevens’s Hospital, Dublin. 



No interest paid or demanded for many 
years — of £50 each, Irish currency. 



Appendix F. 

Dublin and 
Mullingar 
Turnpike Road. 



These debentures were originally created under the provisions of the 
Road Act, of 7th George III., in the year 1734. 

The principal sum now due on foot of the 291, amounts to 
£13,430 18s. id., present currency. 

The twenty-one debentures marked thus* in the foregoing list, the 
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Api- endix F. property of certain charitable institutions, carry interest at the rate of 
Dublin and P er cent. P er annum. The remaining 270 carry interest at 

MullingarTum- £4 per cent., under the provisions of the Road Act, of 35th George III. 
pike Road. The half year’s interest which became due on the 17th January, 1834, 
is now in course of payment. 

There are no other debts or charges on the road, save the officers’ 
salaries and rents of toll-houses, and annual contract for repairs. 

D. Simmonds, Treasurer, 

Dublin and Mullingar Turnpike Road. 



No. 2. — Abstract of the Annual Receipts and Expenditure of the 
Dublin and Mullingar Turnpike Road, from 1843 to 1853, both 
inclusive. 





RECEIPTS. 


£ 


s 


d. 


EXPENDITURE. 

£ 


s. 


d. 


1843-4, 




4,645 


14 


7 


1S43-4, 


. 4,653 


19 


2 


1844-5, 




4,091 


10 


0 


1844-5, 


. 3,791 


14 


10 


1845-6, 




4,394 


17 


2 


1845-6, 


. 3,325 


12 


2 


1846-7, 




5,180 


10 


11 


1846-7, 


. 4,177 


2 


1 


1847-8, 




2,768 


6 


10 


1847-8, 


. 2,254 


11 


5 


1848-9, 




3,495 


11 


0 


1848-9, 


. 2,899 


17 


8 


1849-50, 




3,973 


9 


4 


1849-50, . 


. 3,282 


9 


9 


1850, December 31, 


2,578 


10 


11 


1850, December 31 


. 2,154 


6 


2J 


1851, . 




2,972 


9 


2J 


1851, . 


. 2,651 


16 


5 


1852, . 




2,194 


16 


H 


1852, . 


. 1,786 


14 


9 


1853, . 




2,230 


7 


n 


1853, . 


. 1,542 2 

D. SlMMONDS 


0 



Down to 1848 the accounts were taken from March to March, after 
that time, from 31st December to the 1st January. 



No. 3. 

LETTING OF 

1843, . 

1844, . 

1845, . 

1846, . 

1847, . 

1848, . 

1849, . 

1850, . 

1851, . 

1852, . 

1853, . 

1854, . 



5,163 0 0 



2,358 0 
1,874 0 
2,530 0 



1848, 

1849, 

1850, 

1851, 

1852, 

1853, 

1 854, 



1,515 0 
1,816 0 
1,243 0 






No. 4. — List of Improvements made in the Dublin and Mullingar 
Turnpike Road (exclusive of ordinary repairs), under the authority 
of the Acts of 35 and 37 George III., with the dates thereof, and 
sums expended thereon. 



1817, 1818— Making a new line of road for avoiding Cappagli TTill, 

county of Kildare, . . . . . 3,193 0 0 

1826, 1827 — Making a newline of road at the north end of the 

bridge at Chapelizod, . .... . . 332 0 0 

1827, 1828— Building a new bridge, filling a hollow, and protecting 

walls at Leixlip, . . . . . 337 q 0 

1829 — Building protecting wall at Kilcock, . [ ’ 130 0 0 
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No. 4.— List of Improvements made in the Dublin and Mullingar Appendix f. 

Turnpike Road — continued. ° 

n , Dublin and 

1830— Lowering hill and widening road between Chapelizod S ' ' 

and Palmerstown, . . . 1 107 0 0 plke Koa “- 

Lowering hill and widening road at Palmerstown, and 

purchase of land. . . . 3 030 o n 

1831— Sundry improvements by widening and fencing the ’ 

road at Kilcock and Clonard, county of Kildare, 

, and Palmerstown and Chapelizod, . . 272 o n 

1831, 1833— A new line of road was made into the town of Lucan 
for the extent of about half a mile, in order to avoid 
the very steep and dangerous hill in the old line, 

IS33 A br T e built , and land purchased, . 6,831 0 0 

1833— Anew line of road was made at Clonard in the counties 
ol Kildare and Meath, in conjunction with the 
trrand Juries of those counties; a new bridge built 
over the River Boyne ; a new toll-house erected and 
land purchased, . . . , , RR n . 

1837, 1838— That part of the road leading from the commencement ’ 
ot it at Sarah Bridge, near Dublin, to the town of 
Chapelizod, was widened by taking in a portion of 
the Phoenix Park, with the consent of the Commis- 
sioners of Woods and Forests, pursuant to the Act 
of 35th George III., partly at their expense, and 
i« 3 r lDoo the inspection tfthj&BoanL of works, . ^2,876 0 0 

,o,; 839— ^ Commissioners of the road contracted with the 
1840 Board of Works to keep the road in repair for seven 
years, and advanced to them for the purpose of 

making sundry improvements, . 1 51*> 0 0 

Building new toll-house at Chapelizod, . ' ’117 o 0 

Making new footpath between Leixlip and Carton 

Demesne, . . . . . 265 0 0 

1841 — Building new toll-house and gates at Lucan, . . 200 0 0 

Building bridge at Dowds county Meath, . 50 n 0 

Lowering hill at ditto, . . . . ’ 60 0 0 

1843— Making and fencing new line of road at Ballinadrimna,' 
county Meath, nearly a mile in length, and pur- 
chase of land, . ton n n 

1843,1844,),,,. ■ ' 706 0 0 

1845, j Making new footpath, filling hollow at Trehervoc, . 151 0 0 

Filling hollow, building new gullet, and protecting walls 

at Louisa Bridge, between Leixlip and Maynooth, 1,290 0 0 
Cowering hills and building walls between Lucan and 

the road leading to Celbridge, . . . 261 0 0 

New footpath near Mullingar, and gullets at Clon- 

gowney and Kinnegad, . . . . 186 0 0 

1845, 1846— Making new footpath and channels at Kilcock, . 135 0 0 

Protecting wall at Clongowney, . . 4.-, 0 o 

Footpath at Maynooth, . . . . 53 0 0 

do., at Mullingar, . . . . 25 0 0 

Lowering hill at Ardnamullen, . . ’ j 0 8 0 0 

!^I~ New Une of road at Ballydowd, and purchase of land, 1,297 0 0 

1848 t> * Ditto, Ditto, . 802 0 0 

Protecting wall at Petit’s Wood, . . 15 0 n 

1849 Ditto, at Chapelizod, . . . 30 0 0 

1850 — New line at Ballydowd, and purchase of land, ’ 330 0 0 

D. Simmonds, Treasurer. 

Dublin and Mullingar Turnpike Road. 

Dated this 12 tli day of July, 1854. 

If required I am prepared to give a detailed description of the fore- 
going works, and to show that they were made for the benefit of the 
public. 
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Appendix F. No. 5. — List of Improvements made on that part of the Mullingar 
Turnpike Road which lies within the county Kildare, and exclusive 
of ordinary repairs. 



Dublin and 
MullingarTurn- 
pike Road. 



1817, 1818 — Making a new line of road for avoiding Cappagh Hill 
county Kildare, ..... 

1827, 1828— Building a new bridge, filling a hollow, and building 
protecting walls at Leixlip, 

1829— Building protecting walls at Kilcock, . 

1831 — Sundry improvements by widening and fencing the 
road at Kilcock and Clonard, county Kildare, and 
Palmerstown and Chapelizod, 

1 832, 1833 — A new line of road was made at Clonard, in the counties 
of Kildare and Meath, in conjunction with the 
Grand Juries of those counties ; a new bridge built 
over the river Boyne ; a new toll-house erected, and 
land purchased, ..... 
1845— Filling hollow, building new gullet, protecting walls 
at Louisa Bridge, between Leixlip and Maynooth, 

1845, 1846 — Making new footpath and channels at Kilcock, 

Footpath at Maynooth, .... 



1,586 0 0 



No. 6. — To the Commissioners appointed under the Act for improving 
and repairing the Turnpike Road leading from Dublin to Mullingar. 

We, the undersigned inhabitants residing on or near the above line 
of road, beg to call your attention to that portion thereof between 
Lucan and Dublin, commencing at or near the public-house of Richard 
Hagan, at Ballydowd, and terminating at or near the village of Cam’s 
stream, and which, passing over two very large hills of considerable 
acclivity, are the subject of general complaint of all travellers. 

We concur with the opinion entertained by several of your body, 
that the public convenience requires that such hills should be lowered, 
or that a new, much shorter, and more commodious line ought to be 
made at the south-east side thereof, according to the plans and spe- 
cifications which, we understand, have been carefully prepared by your 
surveyor, under your directions. 

We have no exemptions, like those in England, and on many roads 
in Ireland, for carts carrying manure; and we submit that the enormous 
sum annually received from the very high scale of tolls, which for so 
many years lias existed on this road, exceeding that on any other road 
in the neighbourhood of Dublin, justly entitle the public to demand at 
your hands the execution of all beneficial improvements, especially 
those which shorten distances and insure more perfect levels. 

We desire to direct your attention to the circumstance, that we, and 
those persons who reside between Lucan and Dublin, must continue to 
use this line of road, and pay those onerous tolls, because we are 
deprived, by our local position, from deriving any advantage from the 
proposed lines of railroad; and our claims are therefore on that account 
the more entitled to consideration. 

We are persuaded that all these causes operate to diminish and keep 
down the value of property, both to the tenant and the landlord, on 
this side of Dublin, and unfairly place all those who reside on this line 
of road in a disadvantageous position, with reference to residents on 
the other sides of the city. 

Under all these circumstances, and especially considering the very 
heavy burthens and inconvenient restrictions imposed upon us by the 
Act of Parliament, under which you are appointed, .we consider that 
we are justly entitled, and have a right to call upon you to exercise 
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Uie powers vested in you as Commissioners, and to take immediate Appendix F. 
measures for carrying out the plans of your surveyor, and either to n „ w .— 

thS w 6 !] or tte M '' r Une of road to be formed, so SfigSw 

mat we, and the public at large, may have the benefit of a judicious P ike Koad. 
outlay of some of the surplus fund which remains in your hands, and 
which has been produced from the tolls to which, for so many years, 
contributors 36 ^ W occupied our properties, have been such large 

We are induced to make this application to you at the present 
moment, because we conceive that under the apprehension which so 
generally prevails of great distress and want of food amongst the 
labouring population it is the bounden duty of ail public bodies 
to come forward with a liberal expenditure of their surplus funds 
m all proper and useful public works, to which they are legally 
applicable so as to afford every possible means of employment and 
existence to the people, and benefit the community at large. 

Rated the \0th day of November, 1845. 



H. S. Scott, Woodville. 

J. Kingsmill, j.p. 

George Duff, St. Catherine’s. 

N Geo. Archer, Lucan Iron Works. 
W. Jones, r.m., Lucan. 

W. Delaney. 

Thomas Larre. 

Bryan M'Eareege. 

John O’Brien. 

William O’Brien. 

Patrick Dunne. 

Andrew Carthy. 

Andrew Curry. 

Christopher M'Clean. 

Jos. Corrag. 

John Squace. 

Owen Brady. 

John King. 

Thomas Connor. 

John Cogan. 

Elizabeth Moore. 

William Lally. 

P. O’Harey. 

P. Barrett. 

John Comyn. 

R. Hogan. 

Matthew Marks. 



Esther Spring. 

William Sharpe. 

A. J. Carthy. 

John Fitzpatrick. 

Patrick Byrne. 

I entirely concur in the great 
importance to this neighbour- 
hood of lowering the hill of 
Ballydown, and strongly re- 
commend the consideration of 
it to the Board at their next 
meeting. 

Henry Stewart. 
James Haigh. 

James Talbot. 

Brine Broderick. 

Thomas R. Needham. 

H. E. Prior. 

Sheffington Thompson. 

James Newton. 

Patrick Toole. 

William Burke. 

Naason Young. 

Berkeley Vincent. 

Edward Garland. 

Aug. Heron, Primrose Hill. 



N°- 7. — Abolition of Turnpike Commission. 



Chambers, 22, Nassau-street, 
Dublin, 12th August, 1854. 

Sir,— -We beg to enclose the original resolution of the Grand Jury 
of the County of Kildare, also the return of the apportionment required 
by you. We shall feel obliged by your acknowledging the receipt of 
this to your most obedient servants, 



Abraham Hayward Esq., q.c., 
Temple, London. 



Lewis and Howe. 



Q 
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Appendix F. The Grand Jury of the County of Kildare, assembled at summer 
DubUnand assizes, 1854, having heard that a Commission is now sitting in Dublin, 
Mullingar Turn- to inquire into the expediency of abolishing turnpike tolls on roads 
pike Road. leading from Dublin, in which the Mullingar road is included, have 
resolved — 

That the Right Honourable R. M. O’Ferrall, Sir William Hort, and 
Richard Maunsell, Esq., be requested to act as a committee, to repre- 
sent the interests of the county before the Commissioners ; and that 
they be authorized (if they should deem it necessary) to employ the 
county solicitor and counsel, to oppose any project tending to substitute 
a county charge for tolls now levied on said road. 



Gerald G. Aylmer, High Sheriff. 
Charles Colthurst, Foreman. 
R. More O’Ferrall. 

George F. Colley. 

G. G. Aylmer, Bart. 

John La Touche. 

Nathaniel Barton. 

George P. L. Mansfield. 

R. H. Borrowes. 

E. Beauman. 

Robert Archbold. 

E. M. O’Farrall. 



C. Rynd. 

H. Lewis. 

E. Cane. 

B. Lefroy. 

William Hort. 
Richard Maunsell. 

J. I-I. Nangle. 

J. Aylmer. 

Henry de Robeck. 
Robert L. Moore. 

J. E. Medlicott. 
Thomas E. Fitzgerald. 



No. 8. — A Return of the County Cess raised off the following 
Baronies since 1848. 



Year. 


Total Sum. 


Carbory. 


Ikoathy. 


North Salt. 


1848, 

1849, 

1850, 

1851, 

1852, 

1853, 

1854, Spring, 
1854, Spring not 

ascertained as yet. 


£ s. d. 
1,589 7 41 
1,565 9 11 
1,351 6 7 
1,298 8 10 
1,456 7 2 
1,631 4 4 

815 9 5 


£ S. d. 

1,321 17 4 
1,044 13 3 
1,121 1 1 
1,186 15 7 
993 6 10 
1,061 18 11 
611 14 8 


£ s. d. 
1,664 6 9 
1,288 18 4 
1,447 3 11 
1,165 12 8 
1,191 4 0 
1,209 7 4 
670 17 8 



I certify that the above amount is correct. 

R. Rawson, Treasurer, 

August 5th, 1854. Co. Kildare. 



No. 9. — Dublin to Mullingar Road Turnpike Trust. 

. Memorandum. 

This trust road forms two branches in the vicinity of Dublin, one 
commencing at Sarah Bridge, running at the north side of the river 
Liffey, and the other branch commencing at Kilmainham, running at 
the north side of the river, as far as Chapelizod, where these two 
branches meet, and form one line of road thence to Mullingar, passing 
through portions of the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, and 
Westmeath. 
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Appendix to Report of the Commissioners. 

Prior to the establishment of Railway communication, the great traffic 
from the west of Ireland concentrated on the road. It was then 
necessarily maintained with a very strong course of surface metalling, 
which had been hut little worn down by the subsequent light traffic, 
with the exception of the ten or twelve miles near Dublin, on which 
there is yet a considerable amount of traffic, and will at all times 
require a considerable outlay for its maintenance, as compared with 
the more remote parts of the road. 

The metalling supplied for about three-fourths of the entire length 
of this road, extending from Dublin to Kinnegad, is pebble stone, 
procured in gravel pits at convenient distances along the line of road. 

The portion from Kinnegad to Mullingar is maintained partly by 
quarry stone, and partly by stones collected in the adjoining lands ; 
and I am of opinion that these materials are the best the country 
affords, and if properly prepared are by no means bad metalling. 

The pebble stone, however, requires to be completely freed from 
loam, sand, and gravel ; and the large pebble stones well broken, so 
as to form, as much as possible, a uniformity of dimensions throughout 
the metalling when in a prepared state. 

With reference to the cost of maintenance, I beg to submit the 
following 

ESTIMATE, 



Commencing at the Dublin end of the road. £ s. d. 

10 miles, at the rate of 3s. per perch, or £48 per mile, . . . 480 0 0 

5 miles, at the rate of Is. 3d. per perch, or £20 per mile, . . 100 0 0 

34i miles, at the rate of 9d. per perch, or £12 per mile, . . 414 0 0 



Total £994 0 0 



I have no doubt the road may possibly be maintained, for a few 
years, for a less sum than I have estimated ; but in order to maintain 
it in its full strength, and to give the public the advantage of a good 
road, I am of opinion that the foregoing estimate i6 fair and moderate. 

Edward Russell. 

24 th July, 1854. 



APPENDIX G. 

No. 1. — Turnpike Road leading from Kinnegad to Athlone. 

LIST OF DEBENTURES. 

William Cuffe, Esq., 41 Debentures, at £25 each, £1,025, at 6 per cent., 
and interest, £56 15s. 4£d., Irish. 

Gust. Lambert, Esq. "(interest paid to J. Cornwall), 29 Debentures, at £25 
each, £725, at 6 per cent., and interest, £40 3s. Id., Irish. 

Mrs. Sweetman, 4 Debentures, at £25 each, £100. No interest paid or 
applied for on the 4 Debentures since 18th February, 1836, then paid to T. S. 
Berry. 

Total value, £1,850. 



Appendix F. 

Dublin. and 
Mullingar Turn- 
pike Road. 



Appendix (5. 

Kinnegad to 
Atlilono Turn, 
pike Road. 
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App endix g. No. 2. — Account of Receipts and Disbursements of the Turnpike 
Road leading from Kinnegad to Athlone, for Ten Tears, being 
from the year 1845 to 1854 inclusive. 



Kinnegad to 
Athlone Turn- 
pike Road. 



1845 — Amount of Tolls, 

Salaries, 

Rent, 

Stationery and contingencies, 
Permanent improvements, bi 
walls, &c., 

Materials for roads, . 

Labour, 

Interest, 

Balance due Treasurer’s last 
Balance in hands, 

Total, 



Total, 

Salaries, 

Rent, 

Stationery and contingencies, 
Permanent improvements, b 
walls, lowering hill, 
Materials for road, . 

Labour, 

Interest, 

Balance in hands, 

Total, 

1 847 — Balance in hands, . 

Pines, 

Amount of Tolls, 

Advanced by Treasurer, 



Total, 



Rent, ‘ 

Stationery and contingencies, 
Permanent improvements, b 
walls, &c., 

Materials for road, . 

Labour, 

Interest, 

Total, 

1848 — Amount of Tolls, 

,, Fines, . 
Advanced by Treasurer, 



Contingencies, <fec., 
Permanent improvements, 
walls, <fec., 

Material for road, . 
Labour, 

Paid Treasurer his advance, 
Interest, 

Total, 



building 



18 14 0 
43 6 OJ 

182 9 0 
410 3 7 
150 1 10 
96 18 5 
182 18 1J 
39 14 0 



1,204 5 0 



1,308 15 6 



6 1U 
0 H 



21 8 0 
112 9 3£ 

496 10 5 
552 13 3 
249 0 8 
96 18 6 



7 10 
1 5J 



341 14 8 
334 9 7 
127 16 10 
106 6 11£ 
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N°. 2.— Account of Receipts and Disbursements of the Turnpike Appendix g. 
Road leading from Kinnegad to Athlone— continued. 



1849 — Amount of Tolls, 

Salaries, 

Rent, . . ' 

Contingencies, . * 

Permanent Improvements, 

Paid Contractors on account, 

,, Treasurer his advance in ! 
account, 

* Balance in hands of Treasurer, 
Total, 

1850 — Amount of Tolls, 

Advanced by Treasurer, 

Total, 

Salaries, 

. Rent, 

Contingencies, 

Paid Contractors, 

Total, 

1851 — Amount of Tolls, 

„ Pines, 

Total, 



Paid Treasurer for advance, 
,, Salaries, 

,, Contingencies, 

,, Rent and Poor Rate, . 
,, Contractors, 

, , Interest on advance, 
Balance in hands, . 

Total, 



Total, 

Paid Salaries, 

„ Stationery, contingencies, &c. 
„ Law costs, 

Permanent Improvements, . 

Paid Rent and Poor Rates, . 

,, Contractors, 

,, Interest, 

a hands, 



129 1 54 
18 2 34 



54 12 14 
19 7 4i 
106 16 64 



40 3 44 
55 7 6 
38 2 6J 
37 17 1 



Kinnegad to 
Athlone Turn- 
pike Road. 



821 11 0 
40 3 44 



Total, 



* The present Treasurer, elected this year, and the balance of £18 2s. 3id. 
not paid by the former Treasurer until the year 1853, and in consequence not 
accounted for in the following year’s account (1850). Por explanation, see 
account for year 1853. 
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Dublin Turnpike Inquiry. 

-Accounts of Receipts and Disbursements of the Turnpike 
Road leading from Kinnegad to Athlone — continued. 



d. 

1853 — Balance in Treasurer’s hands. 

From John Somers, late Treasurer — due by him 
since the year 1849; the difference, £1 2s. 3 \d. 
being allowed to him in account, by the Corn- 



Amount of Tolls, 

Total, 

Salaries, 

Rents, poor rates, &c.. 
Contractors, 

Permanent improvements, . 
Interest, 

Contingencies, 

Balance in Treasurer’s hands, 
Total, 



Paid Salaries, 

,, Bents, poor rates, 
,, Contractors, 



316 13 11 
4 10 0 
96 18 6 



473 18 11£ 
642 12 5£ 



Permanent improvements, . 
Paid Interest, 

,, Contingencies, 

Balance in Treasurer’s hands, 



96 18 6 
3 14 5£ 
57 19 0 



No. 3. — Receipts and Expenditure of the Turnpike Road leading 
from Kinnegad to Athlone, for One Year, ending 26th June, 1854. 
Receipts. 

£ s. d. 

Balance in hands, ...... 168 13 6 

Collected at Athlone Gate, less collector’s salary, 7s. week, 137 3 9j 

Moate, do., 139 i 5 

Horseleap, do., as in n 

Kilbeggan and Side Gate, do., 

Tyrrellspass, do., 

Kilbride, do.. 



83 16 5£ 
10 17 6i 



Total, .... 
Disbursements. 

Paid George Allen, balance of his contract for year, ending 
June, 1853, . 

, James Boland, do., ..... 
, Poor rates of Horseleap Gate, struck 28th Oct., 1853^ 
at Is. 8 d., .... 

„ Kilbeggan, .... 

, Income Tax of Horseleap Gate, 



For Board-room, Dec., 1853, to June, 1854, . 

Pat Boghan, for making sewer to Tyrrellspass, 
Messages, 5s., postage of accounts to Comrnis- 
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No. 3. Receipts and Expenditure of the Turnpike Road leading from Appendix G. 

Kinnegad to Atklone — continued. ... — r 

Kmnegad to 
Athlone Turn- 



Paid Books for Collectors, Supervisors, 

„ Michael Daly, repairing sewers at Kilbeggan, 

,, Turnpike Act, . . . 

’ ’ J-Taibot, for rent of toll-house at Athlone, to May, 1854 

„ W.Russell, do., Moate, do., 

” m f, v do -> Horseleap, do., 

>> T. Mackey, do., Tyrrellspass, do., 

,, stationery, per Order Book, page 59, 

„ Anthony Mathews, Supervisor, one year's salary, to 
26th June, 1854, . , . J 

,, Josh. Hill, do., 

,, George J. Hornidge, Treasurer, do., 

» Jolin Cornwall, one year’s interest on debentures, 

„ William Cuffe, do., 

Tin case for holding books, . ’ 

Paid John Talbot, contract for two miles, from Atlone to 
Creggan, at £19 10s., .... 

,, John Johnston, contract for one mile, from Creggan 
to Glynwood, at £20, 

, , J ohn Lowe, contract for three miles, from Glynwood 
toFarnagh, at £15, .... 

„ William Geoghegan, contract for four miles, from 
.Farnagh to Faheran, at £14 15s., . 

„ Michael Molloy, contract for one mile, from Faheran 
to Dughar, at £12, .... 

„ Peter Kelly, contract for one mile, from Dughar to 
Horseleap, at £12, . 

,, John Murphy, contract for three miles, from Horse- 
leap to Itilbeggan, at £10, 

, , Nathaniel Daly, contract for 4 miles, from Kilbeggan 
to Cloneygar, at £10 15s., 

„ Mullyar and Leahy, contract for two miles, from 
Clonygar to Oldtown, at £8, 

„ James Boland, contract for two miles, from Oldtown 
to Galway, at £8 10s., 

, , Maurice Hyland, contract for one mile, from Galway 
to Gaulstown, at £9 10s., .... 

,, Peter Wheleghan, contract for three miles, from 
Gaulstown to Classea, at £9 10s., . 

” » repairs, contract for three miles, 

from Classea to Kinnegad, at £4, . 



17 0 
9 10 
28 10 
12 0 



548 13 



To gross amounts of Re- 
ceipts, to 26th June, 1854, 642 12 5§ 



642 12 51 



To Balance, 



2 12 51 

18 9 2 
18 9 2 
18 9 2 
40 3 1 
56 15 5 
1 2 0 



George J. Hornidge, Treasurer of Turnpike Road 
leading from Kinnegad to Athlone, 

Cr. 

„ £ *. d. 

By payments, to June 26, 

1854, . . .584 13 5J 

Balance in Treasurer's 
hands, . . . 57 19 0 

642 12 5J 



This account for 1854 has been hastily made out, to meet the wishes of the 
Commissioners, and has not been audited, but is most lik ely correct. 
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Appendix G. 

Kinnegad to 
Athlone Turn- 
pike Road. 
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APPENDIX H. 



Appendix H. 



No. 1.— A List of Debenture Holders of the Dublin and 
Turnpike Road Trust, &c. 



Carlow 



Morley C. Saunders, Esq., Goldenfort, Baltinglass, 
Bev. H. Scott, Callan, . . f 

Mrs. A. Fislibourne, Coolkenna, 

James Magee, Esq., Head Police Office, Dublin, 

Thos. Crozier, Esq., 2, Great Denmark-street, Dublin, 
Mrs. E. Reilly, per John Reilly, Esq., Upper Pembroke- 
street, Dublin, .... 

Mrs. Sarah Hill, 3, Brighton-terrace, Kingstown, ! 



£ s. d. 
400 0 0 
500 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 
100 0 0 

200 0 0 
500 0 0 



Total (British), 

Two years' interest due upon each of the above, to 1st 
July, 1854, at five per cent., per annum, 

Borrowed originally from Government, . 

Of which repaid by twenty-seven half-yearly instal- 
ments of £87 10s. each, .... 

Balance remaining due to Government, exclusive of 
interest since 17th December, 1846, . 



2,000 0 0 

200 0 0 
3,500 0 0 

2,362 10 0 
1,137 10 0 



(Signed), Michael Fenton, Secretary. 



No. 2 . — Dublin and Carlow Road Debentures. 



27th April, 1830— No. 1. Mrs. Sarah Hill, 

>> 2. Mr. William Dargan, . 

„ 3. Do., 

4. Do., 

6th July, 1830 — No. 5. Mr. Thomas Crozier, . 

15th Nov. 1830 — Same,transferredtoJamesMilesReilly 
6th July, 1830— No. 6. The Earl of Aldborough, 

,, 7. Miss Anne Greene, 

17th Oct., 1830 — No. 8. The Earl of Aldborough, 

„ 9. Do., 

j» 10. Do., 

7th Nov., 1830 — No. 14. Lieutenant-General Saunders, 
12. Do., 



£ s. d. 
500 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 

200 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
200 0 0 
200 0 0 



£2 , 000 0 0 

1 8th Feb ., 1 83 1 — William Dargan transferred debenture to Thomas Crozier, £ 100. 
25th Jan., 1834 — Thomas Crozier transferred same to C. Tho m ns M‘Clelland. 
13th Jan., 1848— Thomas M‘Clelland transferred same back to Thomas Crozier. 

William Dargan’s two other debentures transferred to James 
Magee. 



No. 3 . — Dublin and Carlow Turnpike Road. 



Dr. 

INCOME. 

£ s. d. 

Total amount received 
from 14tli June, 1829, 
to 30th June, 1851, in- 
cluding debentures and 
sums borrowed from 
Board of PublicWorks, 40,080 7 0 
Received for year ending 
30th June, 1852, . 1,043 15 5 



£41,124 2 5 



Cr. 

EXPENDITURE. 

£ S. d. 

Total amount of expen- 
diture from 14th June, 

1829, to 30tli June, 

1851, . . . 40,064 4 114 

Expenditure for year 

ending 30th June, 

1852. . . . 1,048 18 3£ 



£41,113 3 3 
Balance in hand car- 
ried forward to meet 
year’s account, . 10 19 2 



£41,124 2 5 
R 
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No. 5.— At a General Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
-UtJBLiN and Carlow Turnpike Road, held at Blessington, on 
Tuesday, the 14th of March, 1854, 

Rev. Thomas Francis Greene in the Chair, 

Resolved,— That application be made at the next special sessions 
tor presentments maid of repairing the road, as passing through the 
counties of Dublin, Wicklow, and Kildare, pursuant to the 73rd clause 
m the Act, in consequence of the insufficiency of the Tolls. 

(Signed), Miohl. Fenton, Secretary. 



Appendix H. 

Dublin and Car- 
low Turnpike 



APPENDIX I. 

Appendix I. 

|No. 1 — Resolution of the County of Dublin Grand Jury. General - 
Moved by John E. V. Vernon, seconded by Lieut.-Colonel Taylor A PP endix - 
Resolved,— That the county of Dublin Grand Jury have learned 
with satisfaction that a Commission is about to be appointed by Her 
Majesty’s Government to inquire fully into the state of the various 
turnpike trusts leading from the city of Dublin, and to consider the 
subject of the abolition of turnpike trusts, on terms fair and equitable 
to all parties interested therein. And that a committee be appointed 
to watch over the interests of the county, as regards the inquiry 
and its results, and to communicate to the Commissioners any infor- 
mation which may be necessary to afford. 



No. 2 — Resolution adopted by the Quarter Sessions Grand Jury 
of the City of Dublin. 

Moved by John Sibtliorpe, Esq., seconded by Edward Purdon; Esq. 

Resolved, — -That the Quarter Sessions Grand Jury of the City of 
Dublin view with much satisfaction the present energetic movement for 
the abolition of the several turnpikes upon the roads of the county of 
Dublin, inasmuch as they are of opinion that the continued existence 
of turnpike tolls has contributed, in a great measure, to the depreciation 
of property in the vicinity of those turnpikes. And also that the 
levying of these tolls operates partially, unjustly, and unequally on 
the rate-payers, especially of the northern and western portion of ’the 
county, while the southern parts of the county are, to a considerable 
extent, exempt from tolls. 

That this Grand Jury, understanding that a Commission has been 
appointed by Her Majesty’s Government, to sit shortly in Dublin, for 
the purpose of inquiring into the turnpike system, in all its branches, 
and feeling that this Grand Jury ought to be adequately represented 
before the Commissioners, on the discussion of a question so directly 
affecting the wellbeing of this city, hereby appoint Messrs. John 
Jameson, Erasmus W. Williams, and the mover and seconder, to re- 
present this Grand Jury before the Commissioners, and to press upon 
them the importance to the general interests of the public of a total 
and speedy abolition of all turnpike trusts, on terms fair and equitable 
towards the holders of debentures, and others pecuniarily interested 
in the several turnpike trusts. 

Unanimously agreed to. 

Signed on behalf of fellow jurors and self, 

, W. Bonsall, Foreman. 

10 ih May , 1854. 

R 2 
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No. 3 . — North Dublin Union. 

28tli April, 1852. 

Resolved, — That it is the opinion of the Board of Guardians of the 
North Dublin Union, that the existence of turnpikes on the north 
suburbs of Dublin, exclusively, place the rural districts of their union 
on inequality of improvements, as compared with the districts of the 
south, and is a prevention to the investment of capital, which would 
become an available revenue of taxation for the destitute poor of said 
union, and is subversive of sanitary improvement to the metropolis 
at large ; and that the following guardians constitute a committee to 
carry out the subject of this resolution : — 

Committee: The Chairman, Captain Lindsay; T. Hutton; J. W. 
Bayley ; G. Austin ; J. Long ; J. Kerr ; and P. Boland, Esquires. 

Resolved, — That a deputation do wait on the Irish Secretary, to 
point out the evil complained of, in the hope that the Government will 
introduce a bill to have these turnpikes removed ; and that they also 
prepare a petition to Parliament, to be presented by the members for 
the county, who are requested to support its prayer ; and that the city 
members be also requested to aid by their co-operation. 

(Correct copy.) Jef. Crean, Clerk of Union. 



No. 4 . — North Dublin Union. 

Resolved, — Inasmuch as the Board of Guardians view with great 
satisfaction the present movement for the abolition of all the turnpikes on 
the northern and north-western portions of the county of Dublin, 
inasmuch as their removal will contribute in a great measure to put a 
stop to the decay of the northern side of the City of Dublin, remove 
all impediment to its progress and prosperity, and withdraw a serious, 
partial, and unjust impost, which is now levied on the rate-payers of 
the north portion of the County of Dublin, while the southern parts 
are exempt from toll gates and tolls. 

Resolved, — That the following guardians, viz., Messrs. French, 
Mallet, Norwood, and Austin, represent this Board of Guardians before 
the Commission shortly to be holden in Dublin, by order of Her 
Majesty, to inquire generally into the subject of the turnpike system, 
and advocate its abolition. 

10 th July, 1854. Jef. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 



No. 5. — National Association for propioting the Education of the 
Deaf and Dumb Poor of Ireland, Claremont, near Glasnevin, 
Office, 16, Upper Saclcville-street, Dublin. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Society, held on the 10th of 
May, 1854, the following resolution was proposed by Dr. Ringland, 
and seconded by Wm. Maguire, Esq., and passed unanimously : — 
Resolved, — That the Committee of the National Institution for the 
Education of the Deaf and Dumb Poor of Ireland, Claremont, Glasnevin, 
have heard with great pleasure of the efforts now being made to effect 
the abolition of the turnpikes on the northern side of the city, inasmuch 
as the collection of tolls on the road leading to the Institution have 
seriously affected its prosperity, by preventing the attendance of 
visiters to view the Institution, and also by entailing a large yearly 
expense on the managers and friends of the Institution. 

John Norwood, Chairman. 

Samuel Hill, Assistant Secretary i 
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No. 8. — Comparative Statement of the Inhabited and Uninhabited 
Houses at the two Census Periods of 1841 and 1851, in the Five 
Northern and Three Southern Baronies, County Dublin, omitting 
Dublin Barony. 

NORTHERN BARONY. 





Averago 

Totals. 


Inhabited. I 


Uninhabited. j 


Ratios. 


Biuoiuoa. 


1841. 


>»■ 


1841. 


1851. | 


Balrothery, East, 
Balrothery.West, 
Castleknock, 
Coolock, . 
Nethercross, 


- 126,296 


9,251 


9,131 


548 


783 | 


Uninhabited to 
Inhabited in 1841, 
1 to 16-9 
Ditto, in 1851 . 

1 to 11-6 




Decrease in 10 years, of 
112 houses. 


Increase of de- 
population in 10 
years, of 235 
houses. 




SOUTHERN BARONY. 


Newcastle, 
Ratlidown, 
Uppercross , 


l£ 94,759 


11,060 


12,342 


771 


1,280 




Increase in 10 years, of 
1,282 houses. 


Increase of de- 
population in 10 
years, of 509 
houses. 





The Northern Baronies have only 1 house t° 137 7,' ' 

bouse to 7 '6 acres (From the '■ Ceosos Returns for Count? Dbblrn. ) 

Patikot 1\T a c 



Nos. 9 and 10.— Return of New Houses Built and Valued in the 
City of Dublin (South and North sides), from the year 1848 to 
1854 inclusive. 



SOUTH CITY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 



Year Built in. 


No. of Houses. 


Valuation. 


1848, 

1849, 

1850 and 1851, 

1852, 

1853, 

1854, 

Total, 


16 

100 

203 

32 

35 

253 


416 0 0 
340 0 0 
3,273 0 0 
535 0 0 
378 0 0 
1,708 0 0 


639 


6,650 10 0 


NORTH CITY ELECTORAL DIVISION. 


1848, 

1849, 

1850 and 1851, 

1852, 

1853, 

1854, 

Total, 


42 840 0 0 

28 647 0 0 

212 1,861 10 0 

38 659 0 0 

16 196 10 0 

144 740 0 0 


480 1 4,944 0 0 
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No. 13. — Debts and Engagements of the Dublin Wide-street Commis- 
sioners in the year 1851. 

Balance of Government Loan of 26 th July, 1825, £39,969 16s. 8d., £ s. d. 

late Irish currency (£36,895 6s. 5 d., present currency) secured 
by mortgage on the wide-street rate, with interest, at the rate 
of £3 per cent, per annum, repayable by half-yearly instal- 
ments of £500, on 24th June and 24th December, . . 19,263 12 0 

Balance of loan of 18th May, 1842, of £26,000 from National 
Insurance Company, secured by a mortgage on rates, at £b 
per cent, per annum, and repayable by half-yearly instalments 
of £ 500, on 18th May and 18th November. . . . 11,000 0 0 

. The above amount was due by the Commissioners of Wide-streets in 
the year 1851, when the Board ceased to exercise their powers, being 
abolished by the Dublin Improvement Act, 1849. 

A tax called Wide-street Cess was formerly levied by the Commis- 
sioners of Wide-street for payment of these debts, and which debts are 
now charged upon the improvement rate, levied by the corporation 
upon the citizens of Dublin. 

Edward Hudson, Solicitor, Dublin. 



No. 14. — Appointment of Alexander Parker as Arbitrator on behalf 

of the Corporation of Dublin, in the case of disputed compensation 

between said Corporation and Charles Holmes. 

Whereas, Charles Holmes of Banelagh, in the county of Dublin, did, 
in and by a notice purporting to be under his hand, and bearing date 
the eleventh day of September, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, require the Council of the Borough of Dublin to pay to him certain 
sums of money therein, and in the schedule annexed to an abstract of 
his title, claimed to be due to him as and for rent and arrears of rent 
out of the tolls of the Circular-road, or to have said claim settled by 
arbitration ; and the said Charles Holmes did by said notice nominate 
and appoint William Jameson, Doctor of Medicine, of York-street, in 
the city of Dublin, an arbitrator on his behalf, pursuant to the statutes 
in that case made and provided, and did require the council within 
fourteen days from the date thereof, either to concur in such appoint- 
ment, or to name and appoint an arbitrator on their behalf, pursuant 
to said statutes. Now we, the Town Council of the Borough of Dublin, 
in pursuance of such requisition of the said Charles Holmes, and of the 
provisions of “The Dublin Improvement Act, 1S49,” and a “Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” incorporated therewith, do hereby 
nominate and appoint Alexander Parker, of William-street, in the city 
of Dublin, and Upper Rathmines, in the county of Dublin, merchant, 
an arbitrator, for and on our behalf, to decide the question of disputed 
compensation between us and the said Charles Holmes ; due regard, 
however, being had to the real value of said alleged debt, and to the 
nature and value of the security at the time of the passing of “ the 
Dublin Improvement Act, 1849” aforesaid, as well as to the amount of 
the said claim, and to the other statutable provisions made in respect 
thereof. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said Town Council, have caused the 
common seal of the corporation of said borough to be hereunto affixed, 
this day of in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Appendix to Report of the Commissioners. 129 

No. 15. —Valuation of the County of Dublin and the several Baronies appendix 
therein, together with the poundage rate for the Levy of 1854. General - 

j Appendix. 



Balrothery, East, 
Balrothery, West, 
Nethercross, 
Castleknock, 
Coolock, 
Newcastle, 
Dublin, 

Kathdown, 
Uppercross, 



44,095 9 
155,221 10 
86,856 3 



504,204 6 0 



s. d. 
0 114 
0 lOj 
0 1! 



Henry Baker, Secretary, County Dublin Grand Jury. 
Four Courts, 15th July, 1854. 



No. 16. — Map showing the lines of road, &c. \to face page 130]. , 
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